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Gs 1 ſuperfluous a as 9. 


| faces ſeem, yet there 
| is one Thing. which 
= Ma. makes it in a manner 
by necel ary.1 to prefix. a few Lines to 
| ths YDo/mn, in regard there is ; 
an. Occaſion given by the Objec- | 
ons ſome Gentlemen have been 
If lately. pleaſed to make againſt. 
the Style oh. the 


* 
N a 


To the READER. 
{lation. Theſe Perſons having 
by a very coſtly Inquiſitiveneſs, 
> found and procur'd the Italian 
Copy of theſe Letters, and 
compar d them with the Engliſh, 
pick many Faults in the latter, 
which they wou'd fain improve 
to the leſſening the Reputation 
of the Turkiſh Spy, or at leaſt 
to the heightning of their own 
Characters, as Vits and Cri- 
ticks, Maſters of Languages, 


and the Grand Patentees of Hu- : 
man Senſe. 


In the firſt bie he fay, the 
Tralian Tranſlation keeps cloſe 
to the Original Arabick; where- 
as the Engliſb abounds too much | 
with Angliciſms, which are not 
ſufficient to expreſs the Author 5 | 
Primitive Senſe. 


How 


275 the READER. 


How impoſſible a Thing it is, 

o pleaſe all People in U nder- 
4 of this Nature]! For- 
merly they were offended that 
ſo many Turkiſh and Arabick 
Words were left untranſlated. 
And that being anſwered in the- 


Preface to the Fourth Volume, 


they have now form'd New Ar- 
guments out of that very An- 
ſwer, to aſſault us on the con- 
trary Side, and tax us with be- 


ing too Vernacular. Tis true, 


the Letters they have ſent to the 
Bookſeller on this Account, are 

not ſubſcrib'd at length: Yet, 
by! Accident, one of the Gen- 
tlemen's Hand-writing 3 is known. 
And tho' we acknowledge him 


to be an ingenious Perſon, and a 


Man of Learning; yet I believe 


he would be * bis Ler- 


4er 


7 the READER: 


ter ſhould here be Expos d in 
Print (or the Original ſhew'd 
to ſome that know him, and 


perhaps may claim an equal 
Rank among the Crizicks.) 


_ to come to the pu poſe; 


I have often heard Tranſlations 


blamed for keeping too cloſe to 


the Original Phraſe; but never 
any, before this, for a Negli- 


gence that is abſolutely 1 5 - 


| ſary to retain the Senſe of a Fo- g 
reign Author, All the World 
| knows there is a vaſt Diſtance 


between Arabick and the Lan- 
guages of Europe; : and if the 
Ttalian Tranſlator was more ex- 
act in forming his Words up to 
a near Imitation of the Eaſtern 


Proprieties of Speech, no doubt , 
but 1 Men will rather 


cenſure 


4 
2 


” 149 IDE > 


TW. 


* 


8 


Ec 


75 the READER, 


cenſure it as a Fault, than cry 


it up for an Excellency ; ſince 
nothing ſounds well in any Lan- 
guage, which is not deliver'd 
in the Natural Idiom. Every 


Thing ought to be writ in as 


familiar a Style as we diſcourſe ; 
_ eſpecially Letters, which are 
but a Proxy-Method of conver- 
fing at a Diſtance. And he 


that tranſlates out of one Lan- 
guage into another, ought to 
aim chiefly at this, that he be 
fare to retain the Original Senſe, 
and render it {ſmooth and eaſy 
to. the Reader. The Flowers of 
Arabia and Iraly, when once 
tranſplanted to our barren Eng- 
liſb Soil, loſe their Vertue and 
Beauty, till they are naturaliz d: 

What then. muſt we expect from 
their Weeds ? Doubtleſs, there 


A wo are 


25 the READER. 


ate ſome Peculiarities in all 
Languages; :; and to tranſlate 


Verbatim Rem ſo remote a 


2 angue, would ſound as harſh 


as French does in an Engliſh- | 


maus Mouth, when he pro- 


nounces it as tis writ. 


: What I have Alo to fay, is. 
that as this Yolume contains a 
Hiſtory of Things tranſacted 


within the Memory of moſt Men 


now living; fo the two ſucceed- 


ing Tomes fall down lower and 


nearer to the preſent Times: 


Giving an Account of Events 


whereof many have been Eye- 


_ witneſſes, and wherein not a few 


have had a Perſonal Share either 


by way of Action, or ſuffering 


Profit or Damage; which muſt 
needs afford Ws to thinking 


denz 


TD the READ ER 
Menz fi ince there is nothing more 


agreeable to Mortals, than to 
reflect on the former Paſſages of 


their Lives, nnn to that * 
the P oer. 


E Her | i Ia meminiſſe juvabit. 


5 Beſides for the farther En- 
couragement of the candid Read- 
er, he may aſſure himſelf, that 


toward the Concluſion * the 


Laſt Volume, hè will meet with: 
ſeveral Secrets between the French 
and Ws 8 Which will 


Far between the Em- 
peror of ras and the 
Grand Signior ; = give a 
Glimpſe of the private Machi- 
nations and Springs which have 


A5 put 


es Wo 


G 
| 
| 
| 
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fi 


2* the READER, 
put all Europe into the Hurh- 
_—_ tis new in cs 

| I bars but this more to ſay, 
that we hope to be more ſpeedy 
in publiſhing the Remainder of 
theſe Letters, than we have 
hitherto been in the Former 
Volumes. ne Adieu. 
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LETTER I. 


Mahmut the Arabian at Paris, 70 Eber 
Oglou, wad Friend at Conſtantinople, 


'T makes me ſmile ſometimes when I reflect how 
oſten I was put to it for an Addreſs ſuitable to the 
' Manners of the Nazarenes, and the particular 
Mode of Paris when J firſt arriv'd at this City: 
For thou know'ſt we had other Employments, than to 
learn Faſhions and Conge's at Palermo. The Mind of a 
Slave is dejected under the Circumſtances of his Capti- 
vity; ſo that he has not Leiſure to regard any Thing, 
but how to accompliſh his daily Taſk, and to Pleaſe his 
Patron. All his Study and Care is bent upon this, and 
there's no Room left for generous Thoughts ; ; neither 
has he Means or Courage to venture on Projects, or 
improve the preſent Occorrences in order to his future 
Happineſs. Nay, he hardly dares think of ever being 
happy again. This was my Caſe, and 1 believe *twas 
not much better with thee, . | 

Fol. Vi. | B* + Yet, 


2 LxTT RRS it zy Vol. VI. 
"Yet, notwithſtandin g all the rigorous Ukage I had, 


Fi Baſtinadoes, . Kicks, Bruiſes, Cuts and Wounds, 1 
receiv'd from the Hands of that barbarous Giafer, my 
Maſter, which made me ſometimes incapable of doing 


him any Service by Day, or of any Reſt my 
ſelf by Night, I was reſoly'd to find ſome < (a Time for 
Books. 1 roſe 1 and went late to Sleep ; ne lectin 


our — was of 1 eee to 
Kind; For, thou! mayiſt remember, he OIL 
ſtock'd with many ancient and learned Treatiſes. 
furniſh'd me with Plutarch, - Polybius, Strabo, Pa wa 
and other Hi/tories. All which, and many more, I 
devour'd with Greedineſs; far I had a ſtrong e 
tite to Knowledge. And after my 

paſsd away ſome. Time in. the- Academies, where. 1 
learn'd the knotty Tricks of Lagicl, how to ſplit 
Moods and Figures, and chain one impertinent Sylo- 


youll 


giſm to the Tail of another. to Eternity. I alſo run 


thro a Courſe of Philoſophy and other Sciences. Neither 
was F altogether ignorant of Men: For the reading of 
Hiſtories, fits a Man the better to make practical Expe- 
riments in the Affairs of the World. To which alſo, 
Philo ly is not a little helpful, in directing our Obſer- 
vations on the various Tempers 0 4g People, Men” 8 . 
| nal Diſpoſitions and Singularities, with the Hum 
and Cuſtoms peculiar to this or that Nation. For theſe 
Things depend many times on the Difference of the 
Climate, the Nature of the Soil, the Qualities of the 
Air, and the Manner of their Diet. 

But neither Hi/ory,  Logick, or " Philoſophy, were 
able to efface the Impreſſions of my early Years, or 
unteach me the Manners in Which I had been educated 
from my Infancy. 15 brought Arabia and Conflanti- 


nople along. with me even to Paris, And becaule I had 
| ugh, been uſed to diſſemble the Proſeſſion and Carriage of 
Lan during my Thraldom in Sicity ; IL was 

ols in my Deportment, when. I came firſt hither. 


© How 


| 


Fav oa Et 
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How often lake I been like” to Aiſoover' my ſelf b 
peng the ſacred Br/millah, either whe * 
down to eat, or put a Glaſs of Water to my Lips; bi 
when I began any other Action of Importance? 80 


likewiſe in uttering | the Handillah,after a Repaſt, or when 
".., Thing happen d which prompted me to praiſe God. 


When I met any of my Acquaintance 1 in the Streets, 
I was apt to forget that I had a Hat on. And inſtead 


of putting off that, according to the Faſhion of the 
12 Franks, I laid my Hand on my Breaft, and ſometimes 


bow'd fo low, that my Hat fell off from my Head, be- 


fore I was ſenſible of my Error. 


If Fhad Occafion to addreſs my elf to a Perſon of 


Quality, I was ready to take up the Bottom of his 
Cloak, Gown, or Robe, and to kiſs it in Token of Re- 
verence, as the Cuſtom is in the Ea, when we ſalute 
the Grandes. Nay, ſometimes I could not forbear 


falling on my Knee, or proſtrate on the Ground before 


Cardinal Richlieu, and thoſe of his high Dignity. All 


which, nevertheleſs, paſſed only for Clowniſhneſs, and 
Want of courtly Education, which teaches the nice 


Punctilibs of Addreſs. They took me for a Kind of 


' MoMawian Ruftick, without any further Jealouſy. Or 
perhaps, they mild at all this, as ſome ſingular Caprice 
or Humour, like that of the Philoſopher Paſecles, who 


"coming to ſalute a great Captain, and the Ceremony of 
'thole Times requiring him to touch the Captain's Knee, 


he laid his Hand on his Genitals. At which the Cap- 
tain being affronted, and thruſting his Hand away with 
ſeornful Words, What ! ſays the Philopher, does not 
that Pari belong to you, as well as. your Knees ? It often 
diverts my Melancholy, to conſider how many Errors 
of this Kind I have committed, not through Ignorance, 


or any Cynical H amour, but only in pure ONES | 


and Forgetfulnels. 
It was a long Time e're I could ame my Fingers 


to handle a Knife and Fork at Meals, as is the univet- 
fal Cuſtom in theſe Weſtern Parts; whereas thou know- 


eſt, we make uſe of no other Iaſtrumenis in Eating, but 
our Hugers and Teeth. Whence is wal that 1 an 
; 'D-2 1 not 


Fd 
4. 
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not ſometimes forbear thruſting my Hand into a whole 
- Diſh ef Meat; which is oounted a great Indecency in 
France. And after I was reconciled to thoſe nicer In- 
ſtruments of Voluptuouſneſs, as to carve my Meat 4 la 
Moe yet when once J had it on my o.wn Plate, Llaid 


aſide choſe Tools as wſelels, and tore it aſunder with my 


Fingers and Teeth, feeding & la Turceſſue, as the 


French call it; chat is, like a 


Mafulmau. B MU 


Nevertheleſs, no Body ſuſpected me; but all theſe 
Miſcarriages paſe'd for Mollavian Barbariſiu the 
ſalvage Cuſtoms of that my ſuppoſed Country. tell 
thee, that tho' the Manner of Eating among the 
French, ſeems to have ſomething more of Neatneſs and 
Delicacy in it; yet it appears full of Softneſs and ux u-. 
ry, and J cannot in Reaſon prefer it to the more natu- 
us'd in the Eaſt. Neither 
would the French themſelves condemn us for Saluages 
in this Point, as they commonly do, did they but con- 
ſider, that this Negligence very well becomes Men of 
the Sword; and that in their Campaigns, their own 
Generals are ambitious to epa en never yiſhing 
£141 F Ha 
Doubtleſs, the ancient ſan Weben dhe 
"greateſt Part of the World under their/Power,::thunn'd 
all Fineſſes in Diet und Apparel, till ſueh time as their 
Manners were debauch'd, and their Empire in its De- 
cline. Our Annals record, That when Sultan Selim 
lay down with his Army before a certain Place, and the 


ral and fimple Method of Diet, 


Yelating to their Body. 


Governor of che Town ſent Commiſſioners to treat with | 


* 


gt. 


him about a Surrender; they found him at Dinner, 
which conſiſted quly aa e three nde little 


Salt and Bread: 


{AF 
* 
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© Hiftories alſo relate of: ths: fairhful OdilertSnddiiit | 

of the Prophet, That when he was with his Army not 
far from Feru/alem, the Nazarene Prince who govern'd 
that City, ſent a Spy into che- Hoſt of the Maſfulmans, 
to obſerve their Diſcipline, and brings him à lively 

Character of their General. The Sy went according 
to his Maſter's Order; and having: tarried ſome Hime 
in the Arabian Camp, returned again, and thus 25 


to the e. 5 


66 9 18 
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It will not be needful to recount every Thing * 
e obſerved among theſe Soldiers; ſince by what I 
< ſhall ſay of their Leader, thou may'ſt compreheid 
«+ the Manners of them all: For they obey, him, and 
<«<:follow: his Example in every Thing with exquiſite 
, Silence and Modeſty, ſaw Omar their Prince, at 
«the: Head\ of his Army, ſitting on a Camel, his Face 
« tawny and ſcorch'd by the Sun, in a Ves of Perfian 
Cotton, girded about with à Belt. of Leather, at 

«which hung a Cymetar and Dagger, with a 
ce ſack tied behind him like the meaneſt Soldier. I 
e ſawrhim take out from thence hard Cruſts of Bread, 
<*41:ſhaking off the Huſks of Millet which ſtuck to 
them g and ſay ing; Ia the Name. of God, he eat 
<5: heartily: of the ſame. Then he drank. Water out of 
*cateathern\, Bottle hanging by his Side; and when he 
had done, he faid,” Praise be to Cod. All his Army 
amade their Repaſt at the ſame Time, and in the ſame 
Manner, with admirable Temperance, and ſuch an 
Order and ee as I never law. before, neither 
en I expreſs. 3906 & 60472 
When the Price. ited this, hs food Rill 1 
ble Time, muſing as one aſtoniſhed. Then turning to 
the Seniors and Chief of the People who were preſent, 
he ſaid, . It is neceſſgry that we ſurrender our City to 
entheſe Peaple for they have the Smiles of Heaven. 
Their Prophet and their Law, oblige/em to Tempe- 
% rance, Frugality, Obedience, and a modeſt Deport- 
ment. Theſe Virtues are certain Steps to Viftery 
e and Empire. Beſides, I have receiv'd a Tradition 
from my Anceſtors, That a People ſhall come out 
et of Arabia, with a new Law and Religion, which 
<« ſhall aboliſh all that went before it. They ſhall ſub- 
due Paleſtine and Egypt, and ſhall build Moſques, 
* wherein their Prayers ſhall ſound like the Hummings 
of Bees. Their Empire ſhall extend from Eaſt to 
1 Weſt, and to the Extremities of the Earth. This 


EN is What I have learned from my Forefathers, and 


which I Gone. is now 9 to N Therefore 
| Þ-4 | IE 
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6 it will be in vain to reſiſt theſe Men; FIR ad are 
« invincible by a Decree from above. 

Thoſe that were about him, did not approve. the 
Counſel of this we Nazarene, : However, he ſent to 
Oman, end obtain d Favour ſor himſelf "he 1 ad 
mig. bl 

Thon wilt * I'm m got _ of the We of. my 
felt Diſcourſe, which related to my ſelf, and not to any 
of the primitive Caliphs: But tis impoſlible to reſtrain 
our Thoughts from roving. Some ſay, they hang to- 
gether like the Links of a Chain; and that one Idea 
being faſtened to another in our Memory, we muſter 
them in Rank and File, according to their proper Or- 
der, when we think, or make Reflections. God knows 
How ?tis. This I am ſure of, That when I write to 
my Friends, I ſtudy not to make an elaborate Speech 
on't, as if I were penning an Oration; but purſuing ny 
firſt Intention at Random, I run . ner one Thought 
and Word beget another. cc 

Bat I was telling thee how great A Bubgler, FE: was at 
Ec; in all the Ceremonies and Manners of the Franks,” 
which differ from thoſe. of the Ea. I was a much 
to lee in my Addreſs, as an Ai would be to play ou 
Lute, according to the Roman Provenb: Vet Time and 
Practice render d all theſe * familiar and saſy. 
Now, methinks, I'm a thorow-pac' d Namarent᷑ as ta my 
Exterior. I go to the Court ood} the 'Femples wich as 
much ſeeming Formality as the Chriſtiant, whilſt, God 
knows, my Heart is ſomewhere elſe: All my Actions 
are out of their natural Byaſs, ſo long as: Nam abſent 
from the Saciety;of : True Belieuer rt 
In a Word, I'm forc'd to imitate the Fox, which 
p Creatu Xe, when it is environid with Hanna and 
Dogs, counterſeits a Barking like the erg ang 
ä MOOT for one of their Company's. gl pttbves 72 
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F Am at this Tithe polſ?4 with more Pe 


* 8 out of Doors. Every Body chat meets me, looks 
as my Recaſet or my Judge: And ſome appeat 
as terrible as Executieners. By Day, my Ima 


gination 
torments me like a Fury, and Sy Night; I am affright. 


ed with melancholy Viſions. I dream ef nothing but 
Racks, Wheels, Saws, Gibbets, and ſuch like Inſtru- 
ments of human Cruelty; Or that Lam in ſome dark 
Dungeon, condemn'd to more unſufferable Tortures, by 
Order of the State; with Cardinal Maxariui, fitting 
by me like a Spamiſb Inquiſitor, and in the moſt Tyran- 
nical Manner, threatning me with Pains, to which the 
Dann'd themſelves" are wholly Strangers, if I will not 
confeſs what” Tam, and reveal US Soy With'which I | 
am entruſted. erte! Eil. F | 

The Occaſion" of theſe" Ihrer wh Rh Airtel" ie 


Night and Day, is this: I have for e five Days 


together ſound my ſelf dogg d up and do] Paris, by 
a Man Whoſe Face I never aw before 1 in my Life.” Let 


me go Where 1 will, he's always ſome diſtance from 


me. If I ſtand ſtill, ſo does wh Or if T turn back, 
hes quielely at my Heels. I have endexvour'd by all 
the prudent Methods 1 cou'd take to drop him in the 
<Crowd'of People, or in the Churches: But all in vain; 
for till I encounter with the fame Face! He r 
me like my Shadow. Neither Coach nor Boat, Land 
or Water, Houfe or Alley, can reſcue me from the 


Fellow 's Eyes, who is more quick-ſiy ted than Argus, 
and Nuker than Mercury. He is very cunning alſo 


in my 5 and as dextrous As a J ds conveying 


-PYL B 4 himlelf 


— 


J Rand Jealoufies, than an old Hrfdel Uſurer. My 
1 Lodging affects me with greater Melancholy, than 
i a Priſon. And my Uneaſineſs is thefame'when 
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himſelf when he pleaſes, ga of Ra Sight; yet preſently 
after, he's in view again, And if I chance to loſe 
him in the dark, I am ure to find him not far from my 
Loc ing next Morning, PERL 
This is it which gives me ſo EL Pidnete pe RC 
pierces me with a thouſand Anxieties ; for I, know; not 
What to conjecture of this Fellow's Deſign... Sometimes 
thinks] he is employ'd. by Cardinal Magarini to watch 
my Motions, obſerve what Houſes and Company I. 77 . 
quent, and trace me in all my Appointments. And I 
am the more confirm'd in this Suſpicion, when I re- 
flect on my former Impriſonment in this City, and the 
7 of, it, Beſides, when I went yeſterday to ſee 
achim the e: Wy, this Spark follow d me near ta the 
oor: And tho” 1 tarried there two full, Tours, yet 
hea © cans out, I had not walked a hundred Paces, | 
before I ſaw him again, footing it after me in a careleſs 
Manner, with his Arms folded, and his Eyes fix d on 
the Ground, as if he knew. ar of the Matter. 
Theſe are convincing Circumſtances, that he is ſet at 


work by the Cardinal, or ſomebody, dle. . diſcover 
any Buſineſs. 


4 18 $312. 


But when on the other Ade I. conſſcer, tha it il, the 
Cardinal ſulpected me, he might, go nearer May, to 
work, and ſeiae me in my Chamber, where my Aer 
would betray me, this Thought vaniſhes, and i ham at 
— loſs what to think. UT e ot 
Ihen comes into my Mind the Encounter Ih had o 05 
1 wich my Sicilian Maſter, who ſtroye to ſet the Rab 
upon me in the Streets of Paris; t my 
delivered me out of his and 8 Ma 
.ought I know, he drew upon. e che 

deſign'd 8 N Min reflect. on 
Paſlage, I am apt to think he may be nay in Paris, 
and having by ſome Accident ſeen_me, g9-4n, or out at 
my Lodgings, contrives how, to revenge. dieſel I on. me, 
and uſes this Fellow's Aſſiſtance i in Fomprſing >" 
Perhaps, think I, he will cauſe me to be abb ge pi- 
ſtolbd at ſome convenient Seaſon; or he will fg out 
ain; other Ways z leſs a, and e to Li 3 
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patch me. It may be he ſeeks to entrap me, and ren- 
der me obnoxious to the State. I have a thouſand - 
Imaginations about it, and know not what to conclude. 
I value not my ſelf, nor am Icareful to prolong a mi- 
ſerable Life for my own ſake. All that I can hope to 
enjoy in this World, would come far ſhort of tempting 
me to ſkreen my ſelf from the Stroke of Death, by an 
Action unworthy of a Philoſopher, and a Man. But 
the Duty and Affection I owe to the Grand Seignior's 
Service, makes me willing to live, till J have acquitted 
my {elf of my Province with perfect Succeſs, that ſo I 
may return to Conſtantinople with Honour: And then 
I care not how ſoon. I poſt to that unknown World, 
Where all the Generations of Mortals take up their 
eternal Reſt: For 1 in this there' s nothing but Labour and 
r 
In. 8 mean time, 'E know not what Conduct to [is 
in this Emergency; Whether I'd. beſt to ſpeat to this 
Fellow, or diſſemble my Suſpicion ;. whether it will be 
ſafe to truſt this Event to the general Providence, or to 
facrifice him that gives me ſo much diſquiet, and fo ſe- 
cure my Peace. I could eafily have him diſpatch'd 
without any further Noiſe. But then my Conſeience 
would trouble me with After claps, teſt 1 mould have 
. murther'd a Man witliout Reaſon, which is expreſly 
forbid by the Aleoran. Beſides, I ſhould always ſtand 
in fear of ſome Diſcovery; 1 proteſt, I am at a Loſs 
5 for want of ample Inſtructions in ſuch Caſes as theſe. 
And I am weary of mentioning what I have fo oſten 
"intimated already to the Miniſters of the Porte, with- 
but any direct Anſwer. However, 1 will do what my 
 Reafon fg eſts, ang leave the Event to Definy. + 
Happy Y Tinifter ? the Affairs of this World are full 


1 * of dark Windings and Meanders; and we have all 


need of a Guide, or a Clew, to conduct us thro! 'em. 
| May that Ounipreſent aſſiſt us, whenever we are catch'd 


nina aa or loſt in a Labyrinth of Difficulties, +, . 


r 
* : 


Parks 2545 of the 1th Moon, g 
. he OY 85 


. \ LES 


* 


9% Abdel Melee” Mali gon, renden, 


| Eye. lids with the Paper of high Eſteem, and as oft 1 


of Earth, and of Hell: Benedictions on Michael, Ga- 


on the Angel of Death. Peace to the True Believers 
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the College of SC 


. H Y W Diſpatch I receivid wich Kite, 
anda. Tranſport of Joy. I thrice touch d my 


ile 


laid it to my Breaſt. I broke up the Seals with Mode- 
fy and Reverence, and my greedy Eyes 'devour'd the 
Lines of profound Wiſdom; the Sentences and Apho- 
rxiſms worthy to be written in Letters of Gold. Then 
was Ibleſsd the Hour of my Nativity, and the more 
happy Moment wherein I firſt had the Honour of 125 
Familiarity and Friendſfip: O thou ſincere and exi- 
mious Patron of ſuch as love the Sciences! Renouned 
for thy Learning, and Probity of / Manners}: Prince of 
the {/faqui's and Doctors] Croaun of the 2220 rug 
of Philoſophers! Oracle of the Age: 858 
Slory be to Gop, who has tber, or 
End who alone poſſeſſes the inſinite whe. and Life i 
eternal; who is ador d by che Inhabitants of Heaven, 


bBriel, Ifaphill, Itburiel, Feremiel, Haſnariel, and on 
all the happy Miniſters of his Divine Majeſty; as alſo 


on Earth, and Salvation to the Devils and Damn d, 
after they have accompliſh'd their Penance in Hell, and 
the Term of Wrath ſhall be expirdꝙ. 
An univerſal Charity — my Heart; I ice 
with Love all the Creatures of Go». This is wing 
to the ſeaſonable Arrival of thy Letter: For at the Mo- 1 
wert when that came, I was plung'd in ſo deep a Me-. 
| „ that J could hardly afford a kind Thon 1 
r any thing on Earth, and I perfealy hated my ſel 2 — 
1 have theſe Fits of Sade wad it 85 an ich of 
wy Conſtitution. LD JU: 
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i Nen lee, as a proper Means to obtain 
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At thoſe Seaſons Life ap ppears an inſupportabſe Burthen 
and all the Buſtle and No Mortals a vain Fatigue. 
My Senſes, which Ja other imes adminiſter Delight 
and Plealure, are now the Inſtruments of Anguiſh and 
Pain. Every Thing [ ſee and hear, diſguſts me, I 
abhor my "neceſſary 25 Neither my the ſweeteſt 
Odours, or ſofteſt Strains of Muſick bring me into a 
better Temper: Till Sleep eclipſes the Light of my 
buſy Lag and puts out every glaring Thought. 
Then my Soul takes her Repoſe: And ſtealing from my 
Body, enters into the ſhady Vale of Vitons, 'and 
5orts with innocent Tdea's. - Thus having diverted my 
ſelf with jumbling monſtrous Eſſences together, and 
hürling one Chimæra at another, I return again to m 
Body, and ſighing awake, griev'd that 1 could not 
longer ſtay in that Moc. World, where I could have 
.wiſh'd my Reſidence for ever, rather than in This, 
which gives me ſo much real Pain. Thus is my Anguiſh 
renew'd with the Morning. Light is more irkſome to 
me than Darkneſs, and the Day which bri ing, Joy to 
ether Mortals is more terrible to me chan f Ehr, and 
the Shadow of Death.” _ |. 1 
I complain to the Shinn; bn chen wilt Bot hear 
or regard me. All Nature feems-to laugh at my, Af. 
fiction, and the Beaſts of the Field triumph over me. 


6 


As fox Men, here are none but Injidels,. 5 125 


Enemies, to whom T-can vent my Sorroms: 
aſhamed to make a Woman 1 my y Confeſſors,. the LIN 


my own: Mother, who! lives. in Fer and daily lees 


mee 


If i in this A Condition ts re iy. Jef with 


| "the accultom'd>Purifications' of the Law, and Addreſſes 
= - ip Dota I Know not. where to find him: 


s Eſſence is unſearchable, and flies from Human 
Thaughe, I call him aloud by his Niſety nine ado- 


| "Table 1 but receite no Anſwer. 1 repeat. his 
| incomprehenſible. Attributes, but all to nd Purpoſe 
In a Word, Lay and do all that the Law enjoins, the 
Prophet e holy Perſons recommend, OP on 

No 4 
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vour oi Heaven, and a Redreſs of my Calamity: But 
find no Comfort. And, for ought I know, that Spa- 
niard might as ſoon be heard, Who being ignorant 
what Form of Prayer to uſe, rehears'd the four and 
twenty Letters of the Alphabet, deſiring Gop to form 
ſuch Words out of em, as beſt expreſs'd 


he 
tne 
— * —— — © ax 3 . m_— 


Neceflities. © — 


I tell che, illuſtrigus Prelate, after I'm tir'd with vo- 


cal Devotions, I have recourſe to Contemplation, I 
examine my paſt Life, and find that I my ſelf am the 
Source of my own Melancholy, in not ſtrictly obeying 
the Law of the Prophet, the Precepts of the 771 


and the Dickates of my Conſcience: And all this, for 
the Sake of Loyalty to the Gand deignior, and in Con- 


fidence to the Mafr7s Diſpenſation. Now I afk of thee, 
Whether it be lawful to commit a thouſand Viees,” that 
1 may only acquit my ſelf fairly in one Virtue? Or, 
to think, that in ſuch Caſe, the Maufti has Power to 
difannul the expreſs, poſitive Injunctions of our Hoh 
Laxwgiver ? Is the Empire of the Faithſul to be ſerv'd 


by the *Infidelity and Profaneneſs of Maſulmans ? 
Or the Truth to be ſupported by Lyes and Perjuries. 

I tremble to think What a-Confufion ſhall be in, 
when the Prophet ſhall reproach me, That I have pre- 
ferr'd the Favour of Men, to the Smiles of Heaven. 
I know not what to do. Oh, that I were in the parch- 
ing De/arts of Lybia / or any the moſt unfrequented 


Solitude of Zgyp? ? A Companion of Dragons, and 
other horrid Monſters: of iel! rather than in this 


Station, which renders my Life a Hell upon Earth, and 
i eee eee ofthe Dan's. 
But if this appears too extravagant and deſperate a 


Thought, let me at laſt wiſh my ſelf at Fær, the meaneſt 


of thy Slaves, or of thy incomparable*Maj# Abu! Ta- 
Han, of whom thy laſt Letter gave ſo high a Charac- 
ter. T have addreſsd a Diſpatch to him, hoping for 
the Honour of his Friendſhip and Correſpondence: 
Let not the Liberty I've taken to tel thee uf my 
Sadneſs, diſcourage thee from writing: But reſt aſſur d, 


wo, ov & 


that whenever thou ſhalt vouchſafe me a Letter, tho 


I were 


etitioner's 
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To the Kaimacharn, 8 mad 


FS 7 10 8 ; 4. ; FE ; — 40 £n Mod I An. 
HE 8k. eee are * n Reli- 
gions. Europe is a Wilderneſs over-run with 


monſtrous Sees and Hereſies. Every Age produces freſh 


Pretenders to Prophecy and Divine Revelation. Error 
is prolifick, and multiplies infinitely, whilſt Truth re- 


mains the ſame for ever, ang e in a few 


Rules, ha, * ens Oh, oh . 4 

Of late Vears there are a Sort of people 8 up 
in K gland, Holland, Germany, and other Parts of the 
North,” boaſting of a new Commiſſion given them from 
Heaven, to preach: the everlaſting; 1 5 reform the 


Errors and Vices of Mankind; and lead People the only 
infallible Way to Happineſs. Their Addreſs is plain 


and ſimple, bold and uniform, uſing no other Ceremo- 
nies or Compliments in their Diſcourſe or Carriage to 
Perſons of the greateſt Quality, than to the Fagers 


and thoſe of the moſt inferior Ran. 


They ſtile themſelves, The true Seed, ichis Of-/oring 
of Jacob, Fews of the Promiſe, Iſraelites ' without 
Fraud, with ſuch like vain. Titles; but by: others they 
are generally called Paters.  - 

They ſay, the Ring- lrader of this Pedplezipe pr rofeſſes 
himſelf” to be the Me/7as, being in all Parts of his Bo- 
dy, and Features of his Face like Fe/as the Son of 


Mary: Or at leaſt tis obſerved, that he exactly reſem- 


bles the Portraiture of him which Publius 1 
ſent to the Senate ot Nome out of Fudea, when he 
was Governor of eee, Hence his Followers 
S | : {cr uple 


* 
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ſeruple not to call him Fe/ur, The Beauty of Ten Thou- 
ſand, The only begotten Son of God, The Prophet who'is 
to ſeal up all Things, The Prince of Phgcts * ff N 
rael, Fudge, Conſolation of the Marld. 
When he travels, his Diſciplet attend kim: 6 
headed, (which thou know'ſt is a Token of Reverence Mi 
among the Franks) yet they never uncover to any other. 
Mortal. He rides on Horſeback, whilſt they walk on 
Foot before, behind, and on each Side of him, ſpread. 
ing their Garments in the Waythro' which he paſſes. 
The Hoots of his Beaſt tread only on Silks or other 
coſtly Stuffs. And as they enter into any Town or 
City, they chaunt aloud his Praiſes, proclaiming him 
The Sow of Dawid, and (Heir of ebe Divine Promiſes.” 
All his Followers pretend to be Prophets, boaſting of 
firange Illuminations and Raptures, ſoretelling Things 
to come, and reproaching the Vices of Governors and MY 
the greateſt Princes, with a Boldneſs which has but ſe.sg- 
Preſidents. In a Word, they every where preach, 
That Gov is laying a Foundation of a New Monarchy, 
which ſhall deſtroy all the reſt in the World, and ſhall 
never have an End it ſelf. N 

This gives a Jealouſy to the States where they king; 

55 thereſore they are perſecuted in all Places. Vet 
they appear very conſtant in e and 
cions of the Doctrines they preach. 

They ſeem, in my Opinion to whe Ab wa of EA 
e Sects, who aſſart, That Feſus the Son of 
Mary ſhall return again upon Earth; That he ſhall 
marry and beget Children, be anointed Xing of the 
Nations who believe in One God, and in this glorious 
State ſhall remain forty Vears; After which he ſhall 

 Jubdue Antichriſt, and then ſhall follow the Diſſolution 
of all Things. Yet the Or/hodox Brewers reject this 
Tenei/as fabulous. Neither is there any -Countenance 
given to it in that Verficle of the Alcorun, where 
*tis faid, Thou Mahomet ſoalt fee thy Lord return inthe 
Clauds : Since that only intimates the glorious: Deſcent 
* Mojes, Tejas, and Mavomet ſhall make from 
Paradiſe, 


vol. VI. 7 Sry af Pens. | 15 


Paradite, ith Enoch, ERA. and the one hundred 
twenty four Thouſand. Prophets, to aſſemble the Elect 
at the Day of Judgment. 3 

If thou would'ſt have my Opinion YN thels | new Re- 
ligionifts\in Europe, and their Leader; I take him to be 
an Impoſtor, and his Followers to be either Fools or Mad- 
men. Even juſt ſuch; another Crew as thoſe who fol- 
low'd Moſeilelma, in the Days of our Holy Laaugi ver. 
This was an Arabian Impoſtor, who pretended to ſet up 
for a Prophet, and attempted to compoſe a Book like 
= the Alcoran. But he was infatuated with a vain Arro- 
= gance, and there was no Truth or Elegance in his Mri- 
nge, no Juſtice on his Side, nor Underſtanding in him 
or his Party. To be ſhort, both he and they were all 
cut to Pieces in the Vale of Atreb, by $6 3 EI of 
Abu Bacraſſudic, the ſirſt Caliph... 

As to theſe modern Seducers, they are b et Men. of 
Arme, but a Herd of filly, inſignificant. People, aim 
ing rather to heap up Riches in Obſcurity, than to ac- 
quire a Fame by an heroick. Undertaking: They are 
generally Merchants or Mechanicks, and are oblery'd 
to be very punctual in their Dealings, Men of ſew Words 
in a Bargain, modeſt and compos d in their Deportment, 
= temperate in their Lives, and uſing great Frugality in all 
2X Things. In a Word, they are ſingularly Induſtrieus, ſparing 
no Labour or Pains to increafe: their Wealth : and ſo 
ſubtle and inventive, that they would, if poſlible, extract 
Gold out of Aſhes. - I know. none that excel them in 
theſe Characters, but the Feaus and the Baniass : 
The former being the craſtieſt of all Men, and the lat- 
ter ſo Ta mir n e will era 
the Devil. 

But theſe: are no Signs of; a pam Religion ; fon that 
only. preſcribes, the Methods of withdrawing and 
ſeparating the Soul from the Contagion- of earthly 


'hings, and of uniting it to the Dez. which i i8 its 
Sour. 


34 


Illuftrious 8 1 bid. eee ie e that 
| thou and I may at 1 meet in that Centre of all Things, 
after 
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World. 
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Paris, 1 15 * 50 11 5 1 
a „ K the Year e 4+ 6 


LETTER v. 
7 lle ſame. 


Sent a Dipaseb ſore Moons caſt. to the C a 
of Romili, Guardian of the Imperial Canons, = 
terpreter of the Laws e - Equity; wherein I inform d 


him of the Advances that were made in order to a 

Peace between France and Spain, 
thee, that Peace is concluded, and the Articles fign'd 
on both Sides by the two Plenipotentiaries. 


Now I can aſſure 


I need not repeat what T particularly related to that 
Gau My Letters are all publiſh'd in the Divan, 
and regiſter d. Vet it will not be unwelcome perhaps 
to thee, to hear with what Niceneſs of Punctilio, theſe 
Tnfidel| Miniſters met to accompliſh an Affair, whereon 
depends the Intereſt and Honour of their reſpective Ma- 


ſters the Happineſs of the _ Kate, Kut the Se. 
ye ll the Nenn. PV Farr 


There is a little and bord by the River Bidaffaa, 
call'd the 7/e ꝙ Pheafants, through the middle of 
Which a Line is drawn, which exactly ſeparates the 
Territories of both Monarehs. This Place was agreed 


on for the Interview of the two Miniſters- Each had 


had his Bridge to enter the and in that Part which 
belong d to his Maſter. And over the Line of Separa 


tion was erected a large Divan or Conseil rum, to be 


enter d only by two private Doors, one out of Cardinal 
Maxarini s Lodgings, raiſed on the French Side of the 


Council room, the other aut of "_ e a _ e 


ment, 'buile on dhe her Side. 
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Fach of thee Miniſters was accompany'd by ſeveral 


Princes and Grandees of the Court, and above ſixty 
other Perſons of Quality, with a Guard of four hun- 
dred Horſe and Foot to ſecure their Bridges, and the 
Place of Conference. In a Word, Things were ma- 
nag'd with ſo much Moderation and good Succeſs, that 
the Mareſebal ar Gramont was ſent Ambaſſador Ex- 
= zraordinary into Spain, and receiv'd at that Court with 
infinite Civilities and Honour... 
The Subject of his Negotiation, was to treat of a 
Match between the Xing his Maſter, and the Infanta 
of Spain. His Conduct and Addreſs were ſuch, as 
| rocur'd the Catholic King's Conſent : And from 
that Time the Mareſchal approach'd the /nfanta with 
more than ordinary Submiſſions, eſteeming her now as 
the Queen of France. Soon after: this, the Nuptial 
Contract, and the Peace were mutually ſign'd, to the 
immenſe Joy of the Subjects of both Sides, who were 
very glad to exchange the Toils and Calamities of War, 
for the Sweets and Profit of Peace, NY 
It will be needleſs. ta inſert here all the Articles on 
which they agreed. Two will be worth the Knowledge 
of the Supreme Divan. And thoſe are the Releaſe of 
Charles Duke of Lorrain, on the Spaniſh King's Side: 
And on the Part of the King of France, the Reſtoration 
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A little before theſe Articles were fign'd, the young 


his Ambaſſadors at foreign Courts. Theſe, Jufdeb . 
Gh 
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Tu amazd at the bold Rebellion of the Ba of 4. I 
leppo, and that he ſhould endeavour to cheat the | 
with ſo ſtale an Impoſture, as a-ſham Son of Haaf 
Yet it ſeems he made à confiderable Progreſs under this 
Pretence. Some were glad of Novelty, others were 
frighten'd out of their Allegiance: Whilſt only a 855 ; 
ſerved his Intereſt in pure Diſcontent and Hopes to 
amend their Fortune. The Country People are gene- 
rally oppreſs'd by their Governors, and tis no Wonder 
if they take up Arms for one that promiſes to deliver 
them from their Calamities. This is the uſual Pretext 
of all Innovations in the State. The Soldiers alſo are 
defrauded of their due Pay; and then they're really to 
icht under the next General that brings moſt” Money 
with him. Neither are there wanting Malecontents 
among the Grandees at ſuch Times to foment and abet 
an Iſurrection. 
All theſe Events proceed from the ill Conduct of the 
Supreme Miniſters, who alone are reſponſible for the 
Miſcarriages of the State. vet ages 
Illuſtrious Kaimachar, . the Flame of the Olaidian 
Government is out of Order; I wiſh Fate does not pull 


it in Pieces, a as 4 Sy, Step to its e 
Adieu. 1 aig e 2p, | 
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To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Peine 0 . 8 ar 
Contr bag 6 oh b Ottoman Empife. ee 


| 7 ——— 185 
12 Wiſh thee all imaginable Toy of W Dignity; 
el whether thou or thy Predeceſſor be the 


Man: is a vaſt Honour indeed, and: attend - 
3 LS immenſe Profit, to ſerve in this Station the muſt 


sk. moſt potent, and moſt invincible; K - 


*% 
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Earth. But at the ame time there's inflhite Toit” and 
Fatigue in it, with abundance of Perils. From. all 
which the fortunate Murlu i is "now deliver d, and they 
are became thy Portion. as 

As for him, I cannot but efteem wm happy, in that 
5 he has got Permiſſion to retire to his Co Ne dut 
of the Crowd and Noiſe ef the City, and from the 


ſtifling Buſineſs of State, Which choak the more inno- 
cent and natural Delights of the Soul. Now be is fully 
, reſtor d to the Elements, and to himfelf ; whereas. be- 
W fore, the perpetual Hurry of the Court, made him in 
part a Stranger to both: For there à Man inſenfibly 
loſes Acquaintance with! his own moſt intimate Affecti- 
ons. His Spirit is alienated amidſt the Multiplicity of 
; his Concerns ; tis ſtreteh'd bn the Rack of ten thouſand 
(© = Cares and Inquietudes 5 tis divided, ſhatter and rent in 
Pieces. 

e | Befides, were he as fe Koi theſe diftraQting Thoughts 
e a a Sanmnt; yet the very Necefſity of living. yay N 
nin a City, was enough to render him miferable. 

* I eſteem ſuch a Confinement no DE al than a Prifbn at 
1 e; and not far from being buried a ve: -- 

# | K. true, 2 & onftantinogle has. the Adviatal een | 
WF Cities in the Worſd, for te Delig Htfulny wy 
tuation; the Houſes being fo ea gily intertjied' with. 
_ ft Gardens, and the Streets refreſtfd with” Cold Bree 


5 1 zes from che Sea.” "RE: looks at-a'Diftance like 4 Town 
ina Wood Or — Ou term it à Foreſt 'tompog'd of 


- 7 Minarcty and Cypreſtes. . dre e ate 
„ Proſpects of Med ref ber . onthe and, d Mogniains ; ; 
1. pe ry 'tis pleaſant to Forth ide, and view 
- x5 the innumerable Variety of Boats and Vidte falling 
1) from onePort'to another, with'all the other Divertiſe- 
ments on the Sea, andthe beautifül Mixture of Palaces 
and Groves, Chiofes and Gardens, Seraglio s and Vil- 
y'; 8 ages) Which ce the oppoſite Shore. Sa ueen of 


3 2 Br jt of Kingdoms, bs Ghj ations, 
3 | | 7 and Sanctuary of the 1 Wi ML Earth ! 
mould I count 0 if 4 

E we Favour to reſide within thy venerable Walts, 
and 
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and exchange- the polluted W of Waere for Gat: 5 
of True Beliewers. | WI} 48 eb fl 
=] How often do I languiſh, 10 fs = glittering "ina 
ſcents, the triumphant Enſigns of the Oftomant, on 
the Tops of the Minarets in the Imperial City l How 
oft do I wiſh. my ſelf proſtrate on the Carpets of the 
l ſacred Moſques, in the devout Aſſemblies of the Faith. 
Wh ul, adoring the Eternal in the Perfection of Sanity? 
| Whereas, no I'm fore'd to go into the Temples « of Ido. 
Bt! laters, to Kneel and bow down before. Stocks. and. Sta- 
{if 7ues, to join ſeemingly : with Unbelievers,.. and pray to 
| 1118 that which has no Life, nor Sęnſe, nor Power. . --- 
* How, do I envy che ble 2 e F meaneſt A.. 
tizan in ee Who daily eds on the Whol. 
ſome Pata; of the Eat, and drinks the delectable 
Sher Bets, or: Waters bend with the rich Fruit. of 
Greece? Whereas I am compell'd . to eat Meats forbid: - 
den by our 424: Prophet,. and to render my Soul execra - 
ble by an impure and profane Diet, or I muſt ſtarve... 
For t! eſe Uncircumciſed are more abominable than Ra 
venus and V. ultures. to Whom the, molt, filthy. Carrion: is 
a Dainty. And to cloak their Uncleannels,: they cor- 
2575 their own Ggſßel, and forge a Toleration from the 
Mas himſelf. As if that boy br Prophet, who in every 
the leaſt Title obe yed the Lau ol. Moſes; and ſet him. 
ſelf as an Example = his Followers to imitate, could 
be guilty of contradicting thoſe divine Precepts, and 
8 5 counter to his Own Paddie in recommend · 
| ne 45 rag and Libertiniſm... Nos, The admirable, 
Son of Dy, Was the moſt temp rate and abſtemious 
Man i in he World, and both 3 in his Words and Actions 
preach d up thoſe Virtues to others; having often ex- 
preſly declar'd to his Diſciplas, That he came not ta abo. 
1 liſh the Law, but to reine and perfect ü 
0 He was eircumciſed on the eighth Day _ his Na- 
10 trvity,. accordin g. to the Injuncti of Moſes, and the 
conſtant Practice of the Sons of Tract... In a word, 
through the 3 rle of his Life, he never deviated 1 
from the Traditians en . ary + Senior 598 he | 
] Houle of Faul, a 1 
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is tiue, he frequently argued againſt the many tri- 
vial Superſtitions of the Phariſees, who evacuated the 
more eſſential Points of the Law, by ſuperindueing a 
Number of -inſignifieant "Ceremonies: But he never 
open d his Mouth againſt any poſitive Precept; ſuch as 
were thoſe which limited the Choice they were to make 
of Meats, diſtinguiſning the Impure from the Clean. 
Vet the Chriſtians delade themſelves with a falſe Belief, 
that he gave em à Diſpenſation to eat Exre ras. with- 
out Caution/or Neſer ve 

Henee it is that they deſile chetbletves with Swine" 8 
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i = Fleſh and creeping Things, and Blood is in all their 
Dies. They ſeruple not tö eat of that which died of 

5 itſelf, and banquet as freely with what was knoek'd 
„deu or ſtrangfed, as we would do with the Fleſh of a 

F WE Beaſt that was kill'd in pronouncing the Name of Gov. 
„The shambles here afford no other Previſion but ſuch 

. as this; and he that will not eat that which is an Abo- | 
7 mination” to a Maſulman, muſt be contented with , 
K Herbs. This I reckon as one of the greateſt of my 3 
is Mlisfortunes, and it makes me burn with deſire to return 
r- ME to Conflantinophe. 

1e Vet, after all, 1 mould ehink my ſelf far more hap-' 

ry py, if I might have the rg to ſpend the reſt of my 

n- Days in my native Country: So great an Admirer 1 

d am of a rural Life and Solitude. And 'tis for this Rea- 

nd ſon, I count thy Predeceſſor a happy Man, in having 

d- the Privilege of a- ſweet Retirement; where he may 

le take mein Mis the vain DE and Buftle of | 

Jus Mortals. | e DISHES: A 

ns In the mean time, — is a Species of Felicity" in 

-x- = thy Employment: And thou can'ſt not be called miſera- 

bo- wöble, fo long as thou acquitteſt thy ſelf aut, and en. 

i Joyeſt the Favoun of thy Sovereign. 


I perceive by thy Letter, that then art curious to 


Eknowthe Characters of Foreign States, with the vari- 
cous Intereſts of Nazarene Princes; 3. the Intrigues of 
3 thee i: Courts; their Overtures of Peace and 
War; andthe different Laws, Maxims, and Cuſtoms 
'J by which the People are go! vern'd. * Converſation 
3% with 


22 LZT TIR V by Vol. VI. 
with Ambaſſadors. at the Porte, will furniſh. thee with 
- Abundance of uſeful Remarks in this Kind: But, fince 
thou requireſt me to ſend my Obſervations, I will here- 
after obey thy Commands in {ucceſlive Letters, for this 
is too large a Theme for one Diſpatch. | | 
At preſent, thou may ſt receive and regiſter fos ge 
News, that the Peace between France and Spain has 
been fign'd by both Kings, and ſolemnly: publilvd 
throughout their Territories, with inexpreſible Joy and 
Magnificence. It is certain alſo, that the King of 
Saweden is dead, and the Duke of Orleaucs, Uncle to | 
the French King: Which has in ſome Meaſure quality\d WR 
the Mirth of the French on this Occaſion. Aſſuredly, 
human Affairs are equally chequer d with Good and x- 
vil. Bliſs comes not to us in pure unmix'd Streams. 
Death keeps an even Pace, and knocks as boldly at je 
Gates of Kings, As. at a. Coogee: ol the - meaneſt 
_ Whos PLES? g Aid 


It is ns a 15 Man to be always: reſign d to 
ee, and prepar' d for the Ane Lene At 0 1 
beſt, they never come amiſs. bers ne 
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HA LL 1 [chats with” thee, as re ſed! to | Y 

do with his Friends, over a Glaſs of generous 3 = 
Wine ? Let us lay afide Maſks for a while, and diſcourſe 

with open Souls. I believe thou haſt as equal a Vene | " KF 
ration for our holy Prophet as I; and haſt been ediicated | 1 
in all the Tendornelits of piety, the Nicities of Divine 
Lowe, as our Mollahs are pleaſed to call it. We have 
been both of us careful to riſe before the Sun, and fy | F 
ow n every Morning in a Demi- Trance, that F 
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is, half, 3 3 half Ee d This, no >. doubt, is a 
neceſſary Point. of Piety. And we have been no leſs 
licitous in obſerving. the other Four Hours of Pre 1 
Either of us would have accounted it an irreli gious 

gligence, if we had ſeen a Piece of Paper on a 


Ground. and had not ſtoop'd to take it up with Reve . 
rence wiping: off the Dirt, and kiſſing the Tabula Raſa, 
on which Men uſe to write the Name of God. As if 
twere not an equal Argument of Reſpect to ſecure from 
Profanation, Sticks, Stones, Rags, or any thing where- 
on twere poſſible to engrave or print the All. Myſterious 


Character; nay, or the very Sand. themſelves, which, 


4 as ſome ſay, were the Firſt Books on Earth. How: 


ever, if they were not the Firſt; we are ſure that in 
very, early Ages, Men uſed to ſtamp their Memoirs, or 


draw them out in perceptible Figures on the Sur- 
ace of the Earth: Wines 

oſpher, who being caſt aſhore in the unknown Land, 
ſoon traced out the Manners of the People by certain 


the old Ship-wreck'd Phi- 


Mathematical Impreſſions which he found in the Sands: 

For he concluded theſe to be the very Foot-ſteps of Hu- 
But to return to the Buſineſs of 
Religion: We have been obedient to the Inſtructions of 
our Fathers and Tutors; zealous. in obſerving every 
Punctilio of Traditional Piety. We have faſted, pray- 


ed, waſh'd. and given Alms, at the 7 Seaſons, 


and i in the Manner preſcrib'd by the Law. All theſe, 


I own, are commendable Exerciſes: But methinks 
WM they are not the ſolid and ſubſtantial Parts of True Reti- 


gion. 


I hate Hypocriſy, and the devout Wantonneſs 


1 of thoſe who think to mock God with Ceremonies and 
empty Forms. 


It were much better to mix with the 


dolatrous Rites. of Bacchus, (if they deſerve that Epi- 
thet) and rant in Honour of eternal Wine, talk re- 
puted Blaſphemy, and reform the Model of the Uni- 
| verſe; I fay, I'd chuſe to do all this, and more, ra- 


ther than cheat my ſelf with empty Hopes of gaining 


Parradiſe, for acting to the Life the Shams of * 
F Mimiekry. 


; 1 was 


| ö 4 ern . 
110 .T would not have thee think, that what I have now 
1. | faid, proceeds from any Contempt of the Eternal Ma- 
vg: it} | 55 thoſe fair Heavens above, and all the Immortal 

Ii Þ Spangles of the Shy, I ſwear, there's not a Faculty in 
„ Labmus Soul, which is not fill'd with Gratitude and 

I Veneration, which does not burn with Flames of Sa- 
I. cred Love to the adorable Fountain of all Things. In 
| a word, I only ftrive to reſcue my Friend from the At- 

1 tempts of pious Frauds, the religious Burleſques of our 
j  Mollahs and Mufti”s 5 3 ; FUSE SEN 3 1 


S ” 


Believe, my dear Dgne?, That there is a Gov, a 
Fir/t Cauſe, a Fuſt Fudge preſiding over the World : 
Believe alſo his Prophet, the holy, the beloved Ma 
homet, the Minion, as I may ſay, of the Omnipotent. 
But, have ſome Faith alſo for the reſt of his Meſſengers 
and Favourites. Let not Hali be thought of without 
ſome inward Flurries of Devotion. He was a Mufſul- 
man, and the Fourth Calipb, tho' his Followers be 
damn'd Heretichs in our Divinity. Had Right taken 
Place, perhaps he had been the Firſt of the Vicar's, but 
his Cauſe was ſuperſeded by his Abſence. Let him, 
and that reſt, till the fnal Inquiſition. And acknow- 
ledge that I have faid too little for a Schiai, and not too 
much for a Sunni. FFF 
I know no Reaſon alſo, why we ſhould not feverence 


the Memories of Mercury, Orpbeus, Cadmus, Meliſſus, 


Fanus, and the reſt of the ancient Sages and Lawgivers, 
who inſtructed the Nations of the Earth in the Myſteries 
of Religion, taught them to adore one Supreme Go b, to 
believe the mmortality of the Soul, and to practiſe 
Good Mors. Po . 
What, tho' the Ceremonies of their Wonſbip were 
different from ours, and perhaps polluted with an un- 
juſtifable Adoration oſ ./mages? What tho' their Aar 
.reek'd with the Blood of ſlain Reaſts, and ſometimes 
1moak'd eyen with Human Sacriſces? Theſe barba- 
rous Rites were not inſtituted by the Firft Oracles of RP 
Religion, illuminated Souls, Nuncio's from God to this 2 
: Lower World: But, they were afterwards ſuper- induced 
| thro 
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were | 
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1 
Utars q 8 
times F 
arba- | x 
te 3 * | Y 
this 
duced 


| Families and Nations. 
| deſcend from Abrabam by 1fmael, and the Feaus un 
are his Poſterity by //aac, have been too favourable 
the Offspring of that Beloved of God. We generally 
entertain and cheriſh a ſpecifick Pride on the Score of 
our illuſtrious Pedigree: Eſpecially the Fes, who 
will not allow any People on Earth to be their Equals, 
either in Point of Antiquity, the Nobility of their 
Race, or the innumerable Multitude-of their Brethren. 


* unn 
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- 
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thro the Corruption of Times, the Avarice of Prieſts, 
and the Superſtition of the People. And, for ought 


1 we know, our own Hiſforians have not been n 
in relating the Truth. 


There is an innate Envy wan People of diffefont 
Both we and our Fathers, that 


Whereas they conſider not, that they are diſpers'd up 


and down over the whole Earth, like Sheep without a 
Shepherd, not permitted to - poſſeſs a Cubit of Land, 


which they can call their own: Condemn'd, hated, and 


made a Proverbial Scoff among all Nations: Infumcce 
Vagabonds, Uſurers, Slaves and Pimps to other Mens 
Pleaſures: Men of no Fame or Character: Finally, in 
their preſent Circumſtances, the moſt ſpurious and Igno- 
BZ ; ble of all the Sons of Adam, except the Kafars of Etbi- 
eia, who feed on the Guts and Dung of Beaſts. 


Tis true indeed their Anceſtors made a conſiderable 


rigure in the World in the Days of Solomon, and other 
victorious Kings, during their Poſſeſſion of Palestine. 
And yet in thoſe very times, they were often humbled 
nd led away into Captivity, by the more ſortunate 
lings of Babylon, Perſia and Aria, and afterwards ſub- 
F ued by the Grecians; till at laſt they were totally 
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ruined, their Cities laid waſte, their Temple burnt to 

Aſhes, and their Country e pee by the Ro- 
nans. 

If we aſcend yet higher, to their celebrated Migrati- 
n out of Egypt, of which their own Hiſtorians make 
uch a Noiſe, and tell ſo many fabulous Wonders, we 
wy find a very mean and contemptible Character given 

f them by Egyptian Writers, and thoſe other Nations, 
en ofas 1 N arany other Fewvi/h 

Vor. VI. 3 
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tells us, That in the Reign of Amenophis, two hundred 


e. Moſes and Aaron.) And tho' other Writers differ 


all agree in aſſerting the ¶Myaelites to be a naity Sort of 
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the Sword, burning their Cities, and laying all thing 


26 LxTT EIS Writ by Vol. VI. 
Hiſtorian.  Manethas, a Prieſt of Egypt, calls em a 
Crew ef leprous and naſty People; and fays, they were 
expelPd the Country by Amenophis then reigning, and 
driven into Syria; their Captain being Moſes, an E- 


gyptian Prieſt, A like Relation we have from Chezre- 
mon, an Author of good Credit among the Greeks, who 


and fifty thouſand Lepers were forcibly baniſh'd out of 
Egypt, under the Conduct of T:fithen hos Peteſeth, (i. 


in the Name of the King then reigning in Egypt, yet 


People, over-run with Scabs and infectious Boils, and 
that they were eſteem'd the Scum and Filth of the Na- 
tion. Tacitus, a Roman Writer of unqueſtionable Au- 
thority, adds, That Moes, one of the exil'd Lepers, 
being a Man of Wit and reputation among them, when 
he ſaw the Grief and Confuſion of his Brethren, bid 
them be of good Chear, and neither truſt the Gods or | 
Men of Egypt, but only confide in him, and obey his 
Counſel : For that he was ſent from Heaven to be their 
Conductor out of this Calamity, and to protect them | 
from all their Enemies. Upon which, the People not 
knowing what Courſe to take, ſurrendred | themſelves | 
wholly to his Diſpoſal ; from which Time he became 
their Captain and Law-giver, leading them thro' the 
Dejarts of Arabia, where they committed great Ra- 
pine and Spoil, putting Man, Woman, and Child to 


deſolate. Dear Dgnet, What could be {aid worſe of a 
Company of Robbers and Banditti ? f 
Moſes is gone to Paradiſe, and when J mention his 
Name, it is with a profound Reverence ; for, he was 
the greateſt of the ancient Prophets. Yet give me 
leave to have ſome Regard for my own Reaſon. Ele 4 | 
was but a Mortal as well as I; and without doubt, was 
not exempt from human F railties. He had the Adran- 1 
tage to be educated in the College of the Royal Priel. 
at Memphis, which none of his Nation could boaſt of J 
belides himſelf. Suffer me to tell thee my Though 


Kane 


2X frankly, and without Diſguiſe. Magick and Afrolngy 
IT vere the only Sciences then in Vogue: And he being 
8 perfectly vers d in all the Myſteries and Secrets of Egyp- 
tian Wiſdom, twas no hard Taſk for him to poſſeſs 
the rude and ignorant Sons of Jacob, with a profound 
Attach and Veneration for his Perſon: And in that di- 
ſtreſs d Condition, to mould their flexible Spirits to what 


LD feplneabe'pleaſed]. 2 + {on nn of he F 
Suſpect me not for an-/»fidel or an Atheiſi, becauſe I 
diſcourſe with this Freedom. I have heard ſome of 
our Mollahs ſay a great deal more in their private Con- 
Verſation. And tis a ſuperſtitious Timorouſneſs, not to 
Pe bold in the Exerciſe of our Reaſon, which taught 
Even the Prophet Maſes himſelf the Methods of Con- 


lam not ambitious, nor would I tempt thee to aſpire 
t an undue Grandeur: But let us not be leſs than our 
elves; that is, Men. There is no Reaſon we ſhould 
e impos'd upon by fabulous Reports of intereſted and 
eſgning Writers: Or that we ſhould give Faith to 
very credulous Fool. Doubtleſs, there were many 
Nation eftabliſh'd on Earth before the 7/raelites ; and 
eat Prophets who were not of the Lineage of Abra- 


„ 


an. The Date of the Ohlynpiads is much more cer-. 
ia to a Day, nay to an Hour, than the Hejira of the 
ieelites; ſince the former is demonſtrated by the E- 
ples of the Sun and Moon, interwoven by che Gentil 
Hiftorians in the Body of their Hifory 3 whereas the 
ütter is defective in this material Point, and is expoſed 
Pa thouſand Diſputes among Writers. 
My Friend; let not thou and 1 trouble ourſelves with 
eedleſs Controverſies, or be zealous for Things of no 
loment; but adoring. One Gop, and believing what 
rational, we may poſſeſs our Souls in Tranquility and 
in o 2613 e 


- 


aris, 1125 f the 5th Moon, 
of the Near-1660. 


uelt, and getting a Fame which ſhould: know no 
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LETTER VIII. 


Te 0 the Kaimacham. 


T len BY after a long Alienation, the n of 


which he is oblig d to the King of Spain. I have al- 


ready intimated in one of my Letters, That this was 
agreed on in the Treaty of Peace between theſe two 


Crowns, as an Article equivalent to that of the Dake 


of Lorrain's Releaſe, ſollicited by the King of France. 
Now 'tis put in Execution, and the Rebel Prince is re- 


ceived with abundance of Careſſes by the King, Queen- 
Mather, Cardinal Magarini, and the whole Court. 
He is counted the valianteſt Man of this Age; and 
was ſo pronounced long ago by the Mareſchal Turenne, 
who is a Soldier of no mean Character both for his 


Judgment and Courage. He was once extremely be- 
loved by all the French. But his Wildneſs and Incon- 


ſtancy, with the deſtructive Effects of the Civil Wars 
which he raiſed, changed their Affections for a while 


into Indifference, Coldneſs and Ill-will. But now all's 


well again. 


ound biBrother the Feige of n aandak, : 
being often the Heads of contrary Parties during the Mi- 


nority of this Kizg. And the Younger being crump- 


ſhoulder'd, Conde uſed to be a little ſarcaſtick upon him, 
threatning to ſhave his uncourtly Back into the Faſhion 


with his Sword. 


It is certain the Prince of Conde was very wild and 


profuſe when young, but now , he begins to take 
ſoberer Meaſures. During his | Father's Life, he was 
called the Duke of Enguen. And to reflect on the 
Parſimony of the old Prince, he uſed to take ſeveral 


Handfuls of Gold with one Hand, and fill a Purſe, 
ſaying, This is 'my Father's Practice. Then he would 


turn the Purſe upſide down with t'other Hand, and ſcat- 
; tering 


Conde is reſtor'd to the King's Favour : For 


t- 
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tering the Gold among his Favourites, would add, This | 
is my Humour. 

— Once as he was paſſing on Foot through a Town in 
France, under his Father's Government, the chief Ma- 
giſtrate of the Place, who was an old Man, met him, 
and began to make an Oration with the beſt Rhetorick 
he could. But the Prince being in a frolickſome Hu- 
mour, took Advantage of a very low Conge the old 
Gentleman made him, and leap'd over his Head, and 


Food ſtill behind him. The Magiſtrate not taking any 


Notice of this wild Prank, turn'd very gravely about, 
and addreſs'd himſelf with a new Obeiſance, but not-ſo 
low as the former. However, the nimble Prince catch'd 
him upon the Half-bent, and. ſetting..his-Hands on the 


old Monſieur's Shoulders, whipt over again the ſecond 


Time; which quite fpoiled his intended Speech, t#the 
great Diverſion of all the SpeQators. 


In his Youth he was much addicted to Women,” and 


took a peculiar Delight in debauching Nans: which oc- 


caſion'd the Queen Mother to reflect on him ſomething 
ſatyrically once, when he inform'd her that the Sur/e 
Soldiers were guilty of great Diſorders, ſome of them 
getting into the Nunneries, and violating the Chaſtity 
of thoſe conſecrated Females. For the Queen replied, 
IF you had told me they broke into the Wine-Cellars, 1 


 e<vould believe you; for the Suiſſes are all known Drunks 


ardi. But as for Amours with Nuns, none fo likely to 
make dem as the Duke of Enguen. 

However, all that I ho ſaid, hinders not but that 
he is now a prudent Man, a good General, and has 
tunate in recovering his Sovereign's Favour. 

Ina word, this Court is ſo overjoy d at the Marivgh 
of the King with the Izfanta of Spain, that they have 
no room left for peeviſh Reſentments. All Crimes are 
forgiven ; and the Devil himſelf would be welcome at 
the Wedding, provided he would be . and good 
Company. 

The Nuptialù are only celebrated by Proxy as yet: 
But here are vaſt Preparations ma for the compleat- 
ing the Ceremony. 


* Erz What 
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What the 7/ie of this Marriage and Peace will be, 
tis not eaſy to divine: But I doubt, the Chriftians are 
| hatching Evil againſt the Ottoman Porte, in regard all 
er Princes in Europe are eoming to an Agreement. 
Illuſtrious Kai macham, let not this Intimation paſs 
day as a Dream. For I tell thee again, theſe. A | 
are plotting of Miſchief. | 


paris „ 1/f of the 7 Akai 
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Believe thou wilt now receive from me the earlieſt 
4 News of a mighty Change, a ſurprizing Revolution 
Ts the Engliſs Government. Know then, that he 
whom I have ſo often mention'd under the Fille of King 
of the Scois in many former Letters, the eldeſt Son and 
rigbiiful Heir of the Britiſh Kingdom], Charles II. is 
reſtored to the Throne of his Fathers, without Violence 
or Bloodſhed, by the unanimous Conſent and earneſt 
. — of his Subjects. 0 
This young Prince has been an F*ilefor nee Your 
in Foreign Courts, and has heard of as many ſeveral 
Alterations in the State of his Dominions during his 
Abſence ; every Change producing a new Form of Go. 
vernment. The Rebels had run over all Ariftotlè's Po- 
liticks, and the various Models of Plato and other Phi- 
loſophers, who treated of Common cb ,jꝓñbs, to find out 
ſuch Patterns as beſt ſuited with the Neceſſities and Ge- 
nius of that Nation. There is not a Species of Ariſto- 
eracy, Democracy, and Oligarehy which they did not 
put in practice to ſupport the Frame of that Gowernment, 
whole Baſis they had remov'd; for it was founded on a 
Morarchy of a long and hereditary - Deſcent.” And 
berefore all their mot — Contrivances were inef- 
| 9 — 
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fſectual, and they might as well have endeavoured to make 


Buttreſſes for a Caſtle in the Air. In a word, the 
Engliſb found themſelves ſo disjointed and weaken'd by 
Civil N. ars, Taxes, and the other uſual Effects of 
Ujirpation and Tyranny, that they had no other Way 
left to fave their Vation from utter Ruin, but by bringing 
their lawful King back again, who is the Angular Stone 
whereon all their Welfare and Intereſt is built. 

There is one Thing remarkable in this Turn of Zg- 
I; Affairs, That their Sovereign landed and made his 
triumphant Entry into that Iſland, on the Anniverſary 
Day of his Birth. Whieh puts me in mind of what 


is generally diſcourſed here at Paris; That on the 
Day of his Nativity, there was ſeen a bright Star in the 


Heavens, when the Sun was juſt above the Meridian. 
From hence the 4/ro/ogers of thoſe Times predicted 
great Things concerning him. And thoſe of the pre- 


ſent Age, who have ſeen his fortunate Return te his 


Kingdoms, preſage yet greater Events to come, 
God only knows what Embryo's are in the Womb 
of Futurity ; and we Muſſulmams have no Reaſon to 
rejoice at the Grandeur of any of - theſe Infdel Princes. 
Yet ſuch a Sign as that of a Star appearing: at Noon- 
Day, juſt over the Place where a mighty Queen was 
in Labour with a Prince, has ſomething in it extraor 


dinary, and full of promiſing Circumſtances. It was 

an Appearance of this Nature which render'd the Birth 
of the Maſſias ſo illuſtrious, tho” otherwiſe obſcure 

enough; when the Eaſtern Magi directed by ſuch 


a Star, came and found Mary the Mother of Fe- 
Jus in a Stable, and the Infant Prophet lying in a 
Manger, inſtead of a Cradle. So we are told, that 
Eelipſes of the Sun portend the Misfortune or Death of 
great Perſonages; and that all other Prodigies, whether 
in Heaven or Earth, have their proper Signification. 

But whether theſe Obſervations be true or no, tis 
certain this late baniſhed Prince is return'd with abun- 


dance of Splendor and Advantage to his native Royal 


Foſſeſions. And I thought it would be a grand Ne- 
Zlect in me, to let one Poſt- Day paſs, before I gave 
e Lo + | | | thee 
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thee an Account of a Revolution ſo aſtoniſhing to all 


Europe, and which is like to give a new Turn to as 


Affairs of moſt Chriſtian Princes and States. | 
| Beſides, I know there is an Ambaſſador from Eng- 
land, reſiding at the Auguſt Porte, which determines 
the Quarrels of all the Nations on Earth. There are 
alſo abundance of Engliſo Merchants in the Imperial 
City. They may have Feuds among one another. The 
Tntereft of ſome of them is join'd with that of the Erg- 
liſs Rebels; others are for their King. Therefore 
knowing of his Re/toration, thou wilt be better able to 
adjuſt all Matters of this Nature, according to Reaſon, 
Equity, and the Honour of the majeſtick Porte. For 
this King makes already a greater Figure than any of 
his Progenitors, and therefore his Friendſhip is not to be 
contemn d. 

The Care of theſe Things reſts on * who art the 


* 
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LETTER X. 


To Mehemet, an exild Eunuch at Caire in 
Egypt. Ak ne to 
H that I were in one of the Pyramids near the 


City where thou reſideſt, ſhut - up in tremendous 
. in the moſt obſcure and horrible Vault of 


the Royal Pile! That I might converſe with the Ghofts 


of "Egyptian Kings, hug Demons m my Arms, and 
run the Gerit with Hobgoblins, and all the Spirits of the 
Night round the Tomb of Cheops, or up and down the 
diſmal Galleries, or in the Neſt of Bats, Screech-Onvls, 
Harpies, and the reſt of the winged Monfters, the ex- 
crementitious Spaaun of human Souls, or at leaſt the Su- 
+ of pickled Carcaſſes, alen there for E- 

| ternal 


in 


to find Refreſhment in. - 


joyments. And if the Contagion could poſſibly find 


Vel &'Svri ot Fanrs.! - 
_ ternal Mummies, ſome of them before Noa/'s Flood, and 


the reſt after, if the Story be true. God knows whether 
it be or no: That's nothing to me: But I have a ſtrong 
Inclination to try what I In find in thoſe antique Monu- 
ments, after all the Search of ſo many Trawellers. 
T have a ſpecifick Sort of Melancholy upon me, which 


cannot be vented any other Way, than by keeping Com- 
. wy with the Dead, or having Ten hundred thouſand 
u 


ly rampant Spirits dancing their Izfernal Meaſures 


about me, and grinning like Baboons of Hell. Oh 


God ! how *twould ſet me a laughing? An Entertain- 


ment of this Nature would eaſe my Spleen, and reſtore 


me to a good Humour. Re 

Are there no Beings extant, but thoſe which are every 
Day expos'd to our Senſes ? Or, is Nature poorer 
than' the Imagination of a Mortal, which can form 


the Ideas of an Infinity of Creatures that he never {aw ? 


J am cloy'd with the Crambe of Objects and Joys 


which theſe narrow Elements afford, and therefore 


would fain grope out ſome new and untry'd World, 


But oh, my Mebemet, when. I look toward the 
Heavens, and behold” the Moon and Stars; when my 
Eye is loſt in the boundleſs Firmament, and my Sul 


can find no Limits to the Uniwerſæe; then I ſink into 
my ſelf, full of Humility and Confuſion, becauſe I 

have injuriouſly reproach'd the Ounipotent, and caſt 
Obloguies on his Yorks. For all Things appear admi- 


rably beautiful and perfect, and the leaſt Atome is large 


enough to afford Apartments for a thouſand Souls. Eve- 


ry Thing in Nature is pregnant and full of pleaſing 


Wonders: Vet I cannot be free from theſe Hypochon- 
driac Fits at certain Seaſons. I am ſometimes the 


ſaddeſt and moſt melancholy Man in the World, I take 
all Things by the wrong Handle, look on them through 


. falſe Opticks, and yet perſuade my ſelf I am in the 
right, and fee them in their true Complexion. Such 


is the fatal Sophiſtry of this black and ſullen Paſſion ; 
It takes away the Guſt and Reliſh of the ſweeteſt En- 
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Admittance among che Bleſod above; ſurely twould 
render their Paradi/e a' Hell, and would afford ſome | 
Ground for the Fiction of the ancient Poets, who 
brought up the Uſe of Nengrthe among the Gods, to 
appeaſe their Choler, and put 'em in a good Humour. 
I I know not what that Drink was: But I tell thee, 
my Nefenthe is a Glaſs of good Languedoc Wine, 
which is as rich, and far more delicious than the Wines 
of Tenedos and Mityline,” I once could boaſt of another 
;Methed to ſubdue my Melancholy, by giving Battel to 
my Thoughts in open Field; but now I am fain to 
have Recourſe to Stratagems and Ambuſcades, tre- 
panning the ugly, hideous Monſters out of their ſtrong 
Retrenchments and Faſtneſſes in the Spleen, by gene- 
rous Frolicks and Wine, Women and Mufick. I bu- 
ry all Care in profound Sleep, the Effect of brisk and 
free Drinking: And then I awake as merry as a Lark; 
as young as if I'd been in Medea's Cauldron, 
What ſignifies it to pretend Sanctity in our Words 
and exterior Carriage, whilſt at the ſame time we are 
ready to burſt with Malice, Pride, Ambition, Ava- 
rice, and a thouſand more Vices * Whereas Wine, ſea- 
ſonably drank, cures all theſe Diſtempers of the Soul, 
makes a Miter liberal, a cruel Man tender, a ſpiteful 
Fellow kind; melts Riff and haughty Spirits into a 
wonderful Softneſs and Compliance: In fine, it makes 
'a Lamb of a Lion, and changes a Vulture to a Dove, 
_. purifying and een Souls into a nen wholly 
Divine. | 
Why then ſhould we be ty'd to Laws of Morality, 
never practisd by thoſe who made them? All the 
Philoſophers were boon Companions, and our Holy 
Prophet himſelf privately drank the Juice of the 
Grape. Our Emperors and Grandees do the ſame. 
| The only Reaſon why they forbid it to their Subjects, 
and, left: they ſhould grow too wiſe, and ſtrive to ſhake 
off the Yoke : For Wine elevates the Spirits, emboldens 
the Heart, and transforms a Slave to a Lord in 
his own Conceit. For want of this Liquor, all Na- 
ons where the Vine grows not, have Found out one 
a "”" 


. 
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Beverage or another, as efficacious to relieve 'Melan- 
choly, and drive away Sorrow from the Heart, The 
Chineſe make Wine of Rice. In my Country they 
have another i intoxicating Drink compounded with cer- 
tain Roots. The fame is uſed in ſome Parts of Perſia. 
In theſe Weſtern Provinces, they brew divers Sorts of 
Strong Liquors of Wheat, Barley, Honey, Moloſſa's, 
and other Ingredients. - And they make Wine of Ap- 
Ples, 'Pears, Cherries, Currants, and moſt Fruits that 


grow. I tell thee, my Friend, there's no living, un- 


leſs we ſometimes give Nature a new Ferment to rouze 
her from her Lees. 

Yet let us practiſe a due Mediocrity, remembring 
that Gon gave us theſe Things for our Health and Re- 
freſhment, and not for our Bane. In a Word, Mehe- 
met; let us be Merry- and Wile. L 


: Paris, 2675 of the 8:h Moon, 


15 the Year 1660. 
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LETTER XI. 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal N 
2 of the Ottoman Empire. 


— 


- Have taken ſome Pains, turn'd over a great many 

Memoirs of old 8 and convers'd, with not a 
2 now living, who can remember the Days of Henry 
IV. that fo I may comply with thy Order, and oblige 
thee with ſome Remarks on the Life of that Prince, 
who tho” he had but a little Body, yet like another 
Alexander, had ſo vaſt a Soul, and perform'd ſuch il- 


luſtrious Actions, as deſervedly faſten d on him the Ti- 


tle of Great, and made him be eſteem'd the Arbiter of 
all Europe. 

It is obſerv'd of aum that he was always anforta- 
Noe. in his Wives; Eras 10 e a n Paſ- 


ſage 
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ſage of his firſt Wife, Margaret of F afair which 
ſeems to contradict that Remark. - 

He was then a Proteſtant, and only King of Na- 
varre, when the famous Maſſacre of Paris was com» 
mitted, with Deſign to murder him among the reſt of 
His Religion. But being aware of this, when he heard 
the Ahalſins making toward his Chamber, where he 
ſate with the Queen, he hid himſelf under her Gar- 
ments as ſhe fate in her Chair. The Villains ruſhing 
in, ask'd for the King. She with a great Aſſurance of 
Spirit, told em, He quent out from Ber in a Paſſion. 
They ſeeming fatisfy'd, went away without doing any 
farther Hurt. Which occaſion'd a common - Jeſt, 
That Queen Margaret's Smock ſav 4 King Henry's 

Life. 

This Woman was call'd the 1 and Venus of 
France, on the Score of her Learning and Amours, ne- 
ver denying any Thing to her Lovers, and being ſel- 
dom without Men of Science in her Company. In a 
Word, King Henry look'd on himſelf as a noted Cuc- 
told, and ſo gave a a Bill of Divorce. Her own 
Mother Katharine de An was calld the Fourth 
Fury of Heilt, 

It is recorded of this 13 that ſhe practisc much 
with Wizards and Magicians, who in an Enchanted 
Glaſs, ſhew'd her who ſhou'd reign. in France for the 
Time to come. Firſt appear'd this Henry IV. then 
Lecvis XIII. next Levis XIV. and after him a Pack 
of Feſuits, who ſhould aboliſh the Monarchy, and go- ' 
vern the Nations themſelves. This Glaſs is to be han 
in the King's Palace to this Day. 

As for Henry [V's Second Wife, tis faid, 10 never 
enjoy'd a peaceable Hour with her, but when ſhe was 
aſleep. They often fought together, and ſhe ſpar d not 
ſometimes to beat and ſcratch him even in his Bed, ſo 
that he has been forc*d to quit the Field, and take San- 
Quary in another Chamber. This Prince was tax d with 
Ingratitude towards his moſt faithful 'Servants, and 
Want of Liberality to all. It was a common Saying 
of his Predecęſſor Henry III. That he foar'd his N. 

m 
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dom with Bis 3 Servants and 8 But Henry 


IV. lov'd not to part with any Thing which 1 could 


handſomely keep. 


Yet he was very obliging to his Miſtreſſes and. "his 
Paſſion for them carried him into many Irregularities. 


He was ſo deeply. enamour'd of one, that to enjoy her 
he ſign'd a Promiſe of Marriage to her with his own 


Blood; which one of his Favourites. ſeeing, tore the 


Paper in Pieces. The King being incens'd at that, 
ſwore by the Belly of St. Gris, an ordinary Oath with 
him, that this Perſon was mad. Tes, reply d he, but 7 

abo I were the only mad Man in the Kingdom. There- 
by reflecting on the King's Extravagancy. Another 


Time he gave Fifty thouſand Crowns, for one N "ght' 8 
Enjoyment of a Lady. 


I have many Vears ago . of . Death of this 


Prince in my Letters to the Miniſters of the Porte. 


Now I will acquaint thee with one e to 
which I was then a Strange. 
It happen'd, that the / ice-Roy of {pos was — 2 
ing with ſeveral Nobles in the Meadows of Bearn, a 
Town under his Juriſdiction, waſh'd by the River Pau. 
When on a ſudden all the Co tos, (of which there was 
a great Number in thoſe Fields) ran violently into the 
River, and were there drown'd. The Vice. Rey being 


aſtoniſhed at this, as at a Prodigy, . writ. down the Day 
and Hour when it happen d, which prov'd exactly = 


very ſame Time to a Minute, when Henry IV. was 
ſtabb'd in his Coach by Rawaillac ; as the Vice. Rey 
was ſoon certify d by Diſpatches which he receiv'd from 


the Court, containing Intelligence of that Tragedy. 


All this may be pure Chance, for ought I know, 
but there are Abundance of Symptoms of ſomethin 
elſe. As for Man, he is wholly a Stranger to himſelf, 
and the ſecret Operations. of his own Soul are hid from 


him. How then can he know the Natures of other Things, 
or be familiarly acquainted with the occult Diſpoſitions 


of Beaſts? The leaſt Worm or Inſe& baffles our ſeve- 
reſt Scrutiny, and we are loſt in the Speculation of their 


Embryos. The moſt ſilent and inanimate Beings, pro- 


claim 
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claim aloud the Folly of our boaſted Science: Every 
Atom in Nature, ridicules our beſt Philoſophy. Who 
then will pretend to unriddle the more uncommon My- 
ſteries of Providence, or trace the Footſteps of Eternal 
Deſtiny ? Hiſtorians ſpeak varioully of this Parricide. 
Some ſay, the Villain was approv'd' of at the Court of 
Nome, and that he was there rank'd in the Number of 
Martyrs. *Tis certain, he underwent' as horrible a 
Death as the Wit of Man could invent, to puniſh his 
matchleſs Treaſon. ; And it ſeems,” the Judges that ex- 
amin'd him, were either Afraid, or aſham'd to divulge 
What they heard from his Mouth: Obliging themſelves 
by an Oath to eternal Secrecy. Rawviallec himſelf 
own'd that he had twice before attempted to kill the 
King, but was thruſt back by one of his Nobles, who 
ſuſpected ſome ill Deſigns in his Looks. 

Sage Hamet, may God preſerve our glorious Sultan 
from the Rage of Mutineers, from a'Feavþ Phyſician, 
and from the common Diſaſters of Human Life. And 
the Care of his Attendants will prevent the ſudden 

Strokes of a deſperate Aſlſaſſin. 


| Tits” 2 56 of the 81h Moon, 
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EN E T- ＋. E R XII. 
To Maſtapha, Berber Aga. 


| H 1 J City is now as full of Noiſe and Lights, a as 
4 ſome” Cities of A are at an Eclipse of the 
Is; or as Conftantineple is during the Faſt of Rame- 
ran. Tis near Midnight, and yet here's ſuch a Med- 
ly of Noiſes, compounded of the loud Acclamations of 
Mortals, the Ringing of Bells, Beat of Drums, Sound of 
'Trumpets, and other Muſical Inſtruments, with the 
Thunder of Sky-Rockets, Guns and other Fire-Works, 
moor: a Body * think one's Self in a Battel or Siege. 
The 
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The Occaſion of all this, is the publick Entry of the 
New- married Nin and Queen, it being the Firſt Time 
they have ſeen Paris ſince the Nuptials. Neither my 
Tongue nor Pen are able to expreſs to the Life, the ini- 
mitible Pomp and Magnificence that have appear'd to 
Day in the Royal Train, and in the Preparations 
which the City made to receive them. The Luſtre of 
Silver, Gold, and Precious Stones, dazzled one's Eyes 
from all Parts; and I could have wiſf'd for a Mu/jul- 
man Army, to have been at the Plunder of ſuch im- 
menſe Riches. Vet there were Forty thouſand of the 
Citizens, and King Guards in Arms, to augment the 

The Monarch with his Royal Spouſe appeared ſeated 
on a Majeſtick Throne, all glittering with Gold and 
Diamonds. It was rais'd on High, and there were ſe- 


veral Steps or Degrees to aſcend up to it. On theſe 


were placed the Princes of the Blood, the Dukes and 
Peers of the Realm, with other Grandees and Nobles; 


as alſo Princeſſes, Dutcheſſes, and Ladies of the firſt 


nn . . 

T was at the Foot of this Throne, there were made 
innumerable Speeches, and Congratulatory Addreſſes 
by the Prieſts and Monks of all Orders, by the Stu- 


dents in the Academy, and by the ſeveral Companies 
of Tradeſmen. But, that which was moſt ſurprizing, 


a certain ſtrange Maid utter'd feveral Orations in Latin, 
Greek, French, and Spaniſh, wherein ſhe magnify'd the 


King's heroick Undertakings, his wonderful Succeſſes, 


great Wiſdom and Courage, with other Virtues, 
which ſhe made the Subject of her Panegyrick. She 
alſo no leſs extoll'd the Queen's matchleſs Beauty, the 
Greatneſs of her Birth, the Royal Endowments of her 
Mind; and concluded with reflecting on the Joy of all 
Europe, for this illuſtrious Match, and Alliance of two 
of the moſt potent Crowns in Chriſtendom. . 


* 


She deliver d her ſelf with ſuch an incomparable 


Grace and Modeſty, as drew the Eyes and Ears of all 
that were preſent. And tis ſaid, the King was ex- 
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tremely pleaſed with her; much more the Queen, who 
had never before encountred ſo learned a Female. | 

The French Ladies have for many Vears applied 

themſel ves to the Study of Languages and Philoſophy. 
But tis not ſo in Spain, where the Men are too rigo- 
rous to the Fair to allow em that Liberty. They are as 
moroſe to Women as the Moors, from whom a great Part 
of that Nation are faid todeſcend. Every Country in 
Europe has ſuffered mighty Changes, by the Incurſions 
and Conqueſts of the Moors, Goths, Huns, and Vandals. 
So that tis difficult to trace the Original of any People 
in ſuch a Horch-Patch of Foreign Blood: Neither have 
they any Care of their Genealogies, as we Arabians 
have in the Eat. 

Illuſtrious Aga, tho' it ſignifies nothing 1 to ſpring of a 
noble Stock, unleſs we inherit the Virtues of our Ance/- 
Hors, as well as their ſplendid Titles and Eſtates: Yet 
*tis both profitable and pleaſant to have by us a Regi- 
ſter of our Families, that reading their Characters and 
heroick Actions, we may imitate their Examples, and 
add to the Glory of the Tribe from which 1 we en”, 
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Know not der I ſhall Gnifh the Letter I begin 5 
or, if 1 do, whether it will be above Ground, or 
in the Bowels of the Earth. However, I cannot for- 

bear writing to thee, my dear Friend, tho', both the 

Paper and I, with the Houſe wherein I lodge, and all 
this beautiful City, may, for ought I know, be tran- 

ported to another Region before Morning. Nay, tis 

Tolle this very Hour may people Elyſium with, a new 

25 ony from 9 wu Paris may deſcend with all 
| her 
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her magnificent Palaces to the Shades below, chan ging 


the Banks of the River Seyne, for thoſe of prom. or 
Styx, and the refreſhing Airs of Champagne, for the 


choaking Sulphurs of Hell. In a Word, we have felt 


the Menaces of a terrible Farthquake this Evening, but | 
as yet we have ſuffered no Damage. 

When I liv'd in Ala, an Earthquake was alinott as 
common as the Yearly Rewvolitions of a Summer and 
Winter: And we took as little Notice: of it, as we did 
of Lightning, Hail, or Rain. Beſides, one Mufſul- 
man encourag'd another, and the general Faith of true 
Believers confirm'd-usall, . That we ought to berefign'd: 
to God, and to the Appointments of Eternal Deſtiny, 
whether it were for Pleaſure or Pain, Good or Evil, 
Life or Death. But now I have been ſo long diſus'd to 
theſe Convulſians of the Globe, (for I have not felt 


one above theſe two and twenty Years) and. am alſo ſe- 


parated from the Society of the Faithful; that I am 


become like the reſt of the World, and even like thefe 
Inſidelt, timorous, altoniſt d, void of Reaſon, and of 


little or no Faith. * W 


My Mind at firſt ſtagg 4 as Fee as * 
mo I was walking croſs my Chamber, and ſelt the 
Floor rock under me with that ſingalar Kind of Mo- 
tion, which no human Art or Force can imitate. 1 
ſoon concluded twas an Earibguale, but knew not. 
how to bear that Thought with Indifference. Death is 


familiar to me in any other Figure, but that of being 


ſo ſurprizingly buried alive. It appeared horrible to 
ſink on a ſudden into an nlinowa: Grave, I knew not 
whither: Perhaps I might fall into ſome dark Lake 
of Water; or it may be, I might be dreneb'd in a Ri- 
ver of Fire, or be daſh'd on a Rock: For, who can 
tell the Diſpoſition of the Caverns below, or what Sort 
of Apartments he ſhall. find under the Surface of the 
Earth ? We walk on the Battlements of a marvellous 
Structure, a Globe full of tremendous Secrets. And 
whether Nature or Deſtiny, Providence or C Þance, OC- 


caſion the Ryprures that we find are made in diyers 
Parts of the Earth, it matters not much, ſo long as 


we 
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we are in Danger of tumbling in. Such a terrible 
Fall would put the beſt Philoſopher in the World out of 
Humour, and ſpoil all his Reaſoning. I'm ſure *twould 
vex me thus in a Trice to be plunder'd of my 
Thoughts. Which makes me either wonder at the 
Vanity of Emnpedocles, if he threw himſelf into the 
flaming Chaſm of Mount tna, only for the Sake of 
being eſteemed a God (as the common Report is;) or 
gives me Reaſon to conclude, he had ſome other 
End in his ventrous Leap: Since tis not probable, 
that empty Fame could be eſteemed by that great 
Sage, as his final Happineſs. A much eafier Way 
had Ariſtotle., who, diſguſted at his Ignorance of 
the Flux and Reflux of the Sea, threw himſelf in, 
to put an End to his Di/quiftions, - if the Story be 
true. But I can hardly believe the Stagyrite was 
ſuch a Fool. I gueſs of other Men, according to the 
Experience 1 have of my ſelf. I am as little ſolicitous 
about Death as any Man; yet I ſhould be unwilling to 
hurl my ſelf out of the World headlong, without a 
Firm or a Tena. I love new Experiments, but am 
not very fond of ſuch as take from us irrecoverably 
the Means of trying any mo reed 
We had News here of an Eartbhquate which has 
overthrown Part of the Pyrenæan Mountains, ſome 
Days before this happened at Paris; but few regarded 


it. Calamities at a, Diſtance frighten no Body: Vet 


thoſe which we feel, put us all in Tears. For my Part, 
it has this Effect on me, that J am improved in my 
Careleſlneſs, and become fearful of nothing. And, I 
think, there is Reaſon on my Side, ſince all my Care, 
Apprehenſion and Forecaſt, can never defend me from 
the Underminings of the Omni potent. 


P aris, I oth of the 1 1 ö Moor, 


LL of the Year: 1660. þ l 
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I. E T T E R XIV. 


. ij: "$8 Fe It EN? > A 'v pre 27 | 21 £ EL The 5 | 1 
To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secreta- 
- ry of tbe Ottoman Empire. 


T Ex not the Diſance of Time between my Let- 


ters, prompt thee to conclude, I forget my Duty; 


or that I am 'taze7# to oblige fo illuſtrious a Friend. I 


have many Ob/igations to diſcharge; and therefore en- 


deavour to husband my Hours to the beſt Advantage, 


and ſo to divide my Diſpatches. That the Grand Seig- 
nior may be ſerved, the Divan inform'd of all material 
Emergencies, and the Expectations of each Minifter 
b, e 
As to the Reign of Lewis XIII. it was ſhar'd ſucceſ- 
fively between the Mare/chal d' Aucre, the Dube of 
Luines, and Cardinal Richelieu. The firſt was the 
Duren-Mothers Favourite; the Second was the King's; 
as for the Third, he was abſolute Maſter both of King, 
, 
Dauring the King's Minority indeed, Ren Mary de 
tn 


Medicis, the Relic of Henry IV. took the Regenq in- 


to her dn Hands, and manäg'd Things in an arbitra- 
ry Manner. But the Prince of the Blood, with other 
Grandees, not able to brook the Government of a 


Woman, confpir'd againft her. Among theſe were the 

5353 „ IE if AS 1 SSD. KEVSLT ek 
Prince of Conde, Father to the preſent Prince, and [ob 
Duke of Bobillbn. The former was a bold Man, anc 


durſt do any Thing that was brave: The latter was A 
. 0000000000000 
They caball'd not fo privately, but the Qgern Mother 
was acquainted with "their Meetings, and the Dake. of 
Bovillin was the firſt who knew his Party was betray' d. 


This Intelligence was brought him from aſſured Hands, 


whilſt he was fitting with the Pyince of Conde, and other 


Mob les at the Place of their private Rendezvous. Where- 


upon he acquainted them with it, exhorting all to ab- 
ſcond immediately, left they ſhquld be /eiz'd on the 
Spot. But they retorting, That the Queen would 

; | not 
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he ſtarted up and took his Leave of em with theſe 


not venture on an Action of ſuch dubious Conſeguence, 


Words, My Lords, you may follow your own Coun- 
* ſel. I'll immediately to Horſe, and eſcape to Sedan, 
“ in my Stockings: Where, if they make me wear 
© out a Pair as an Exile; by Heavens, I'II make 


them wear out a thouſand Pair of Boots. © 


His Words came to paſs, and the Effect was a dimi- 
nutive Civil Far; when the Qucen was forced to, 
raiſe an Army to reduce this Prince to Obedience, 
the Reſt of his Party being impriſoned, as ſoon as ſhe, 
heard of his Flight. by A br 


— ” 


Poet 


Whilſt theſe Difurbances laſted, the Moors were ex- 
pell'd out of Spain to the Number of ſix hundred thou- 
fand. Part of thoſe who liv'd toward the Maritime 
Coaſts went by Sea into Africk. The. Reft, whoſe Re- 
ſidence was farther within Land, ſought a Paſſage 
over the Fyrenæan Mountains, and ſo thro. the Sou- 
thern Provinces of France; offering a Ducat a Head to 
the Vice. Rey of Nawarre, for their ſafe Conduct. He, 


dut of Curioſity coming to ſee theſe Travellers, and 


beholding them ragged and almoſt naked, with Viſages 


like Ghofs, took Pity on them, and gave them Liberty 
of Paſſage gratis; ſaying, God forbid I ſhould ex- 
«© tort ſo much Money from theſe miſerable Wret- 
ches, who are abandon'd to the wide World. 


But it ſeems his Compaſſion was needleſs. . For theſe 


Muſſulmen were too cunning for him, having their 
ſqualid, torn Garments, quilted + all over with Gold 
and precious Stones: Which occaſioned all People to 
Tidicule the Yice-Roy's Eaſineſs, and to call him the 
Friend of the Giles. ey a 
I ſhould appear too partial in reflecting ſatirically on 
this Prince, whoſe Generoſity deſerves Praiſe: Vet I 
cannot but ſmile at the Craft of the Moors, whereby 


they not᷑ only eſcaped paying the accuſtomed Tribute of 


Paſſengers, but alſo blinded theſe Irfidels, and took 
from them theSuſpicion of greater Riches; which if they 
had once known, perhaps not a Moor ſhould have car- 
ried a Piece of Money along with him into Africk. 


| | This 
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This Paſſage ſeem'd worthy of thy Knowledge, 
Lined it in Part reſembles the famous Departure of the 
1fraclites out of Egypt, tho' it comes ſhort of the Rob- 
bery and Plunder Shih they committed 'on the Inha- 
bitants the Day before they began their Journey, How- 
ever, this Story may afford thee ſome Divertiſement. 
As to the Marfbal d' Ancre, the Queen's Favourite, 

in his Life and Death he was compared to Sejanus, be- 
ing qualified with the like Virtues and Vices, and hav- 
ing much the fame Fortune; his Body after having 
being dragg d about the Streets wy the Rabble, was at 
laſt torn to Pieces. 

If thou would't know now the Duke of Taten obs 

tain'd the Ling Favour, it was by Ingratitude. For, 
when he and his Brother were firſt brought to Court, 
they were both ſo poor, that they had but one Cloak 
between them; and for that Reaſon could not go abroad 
together. Vet being recommended to the King by a 
certain Nobleman for excellent Falconers, they were 
received into Favour. But they abuſed the Kindneſs 
of their Patron; and inſinuating malicious Things into 
the King's Ear againſt the Nobleman and his Family, 
cauſed him to be baniſh'd from the Ort. | Aſter wo 
they managed all Things. p 

Then lucceeded Cardinal Richliths'i in the chisf. Mini- 
ſtry; of whom I have ſaid a great deal in my former 
Letters to the Grandees of the Porte; and thou wilt 
find them in the Regiſer. I will now add, what I ne- 
ver mentioned before, that he was very ambitious to 
be thought a good judge of Verse. He gave to one 
Poet for a witty Conceit in his Coat of Arms, two 
thouſand Seguins, tho' 'twas but a Verſe of ſeven Words. 
Another he promoted to an Ecclefiaftical Dignity worth 
a Thouſand a Vear for comparing him to the Primum 
Mobile. But he . cauſed a third to be kick'd out of 
Doors for his Obſtinacy in deny ing to _ a ma 'oÞ 
his Foam mhickabe. Cardinal diſliked. 
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This Miniſter was very reyengelul, and amongſt 
other: Effects of his Temper none was mare taken No- 
tice of, or reflected on, than the Death of Minfeur 
de Thou, whom the Cardinal cut off for no other Rea- 
ſor, but becauſe his Father in a Genera] Hiſtory which 
he wrote, had repreſented one of Richlieu's Anceſtors 


under a very ignominious and abominable Figure. hat 


Hiſtorian was the mob . wee of whom 1 Gaps 
poſe thou haſt heard. 1 ads niet bottiizun 
As to King Lewis XIII. 80 he was eſteem” d a 
great. Diſſembler; accuſtamed to careſs thoſe yeith more 
than ordinary Endearments, whom he. deſigned ſuddenly 
to ruin: Whence--if grew to a Proverb in his Timò at 
the French Court, when they ſaw any* Nobleman ſmil'd 
on, to ſay, His Buſineſi is dine. It cannot be denied 
that this Prince had a great Spirit, and ſome Wiſdom; 
yet he was obſerv d to tales Delight in many petty Acti- 
ons unbecoming Royal Majefty. Ile would ſpend much 
of his Time in Painting, bd ſend for the moſt” famous 
Maſters in that Art to view his Works. An equal In- 
dlination he ſhewed to Muſick: And ſometimes he was 
ambitious to be thought a good Cook. Once he made 
a great Faſty with his own Hands, filling it with Veniſon 
only fit for the Mouths of :fidels, vis. The Fleſlv of 
Dogs," Wolves, and Foxes, with other abominable Ani- 
mals, of which it is not lawful: for a Trae Believer to 
taſte. This he cauſed to be ſerved up to a Table at a 
Feaſt which he made to ſome of his Courtiers, Who to 
honour the King's Handy- work, eat greedly of the 
"horrid: Diſh, and highly praiſed his Skill; whilſt he 
diverted himſelf with laughing at them. He had many 
ather ſuch Freaks as theſe, which render'd him con- 
temptible and ridiculous to the Grandees of his King- 
dom. In a word, he was more reverenced Abroad 
than at Home. And this was owing) to the Conduct of 
Cardinal Richlieu, who was juſtly eſteem'd the very 
Genius of France. 
Illuſtrious Miniſter, all that I have faid of this Mo- 
narch ſpeaks him but a Man: And no o body . is wiſe at 
all 
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all Times. Bat the Follies of Princes are more con- 
ſpicuous, chan erer of meaner TR. |! 


Paris, 1.5 th of the I 205 Moon, 
| of the Tear, 18 17 N 
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L E 73 T E R XV. 
2 0 Mahummed in the Deſart. 


AY the Angel of Peace pitdh his Pavilion at 
M the Entrance of that bleſſed Cave where thou 


reſideſt. May thy Soul feel calm and undiſturbed 
Joys, and for ever repoſe in Divine Tranquility; whilſt 
the reſt of the World are moleſted with perpetual Cares 
and Fears, Broils and Enmities; Paſſions within, and 
Furies without: In a Word, whilſt they are always in 
in danger of one andilien, of themſelves and of the 


Elements which compound their Nature. 


O Man, highly belov'd of God, Favourite of the 
Angels, Care of Heaven, and the ſingular Darling of 
Providence. The Palm of an Almighty Hand is ex- 
tended under thee when thou ſitteſt down, or walkeſt al- 
ways ready to ſnatch thee up from the Calamities, which 
threaten this lower World, and lift thee to Paradiſe, 
where the Aſſembly of the Juſt wait for thy Preſence. 

There has been an Earthquake lately in theſe Parts, 
which has put all France into a great Conſternation, 
aſtoniſhed every Body, and increaſed the Thoughtfulneſs 
of the Wiſe. The firſt Effects of it were felt by the 
Inhabitants of the Pyrences, which are certain Moun- 


| tains dividing Fance and Spain. There it did great 


Miſchief; overwhelming fome Medicinal Baths, many 
Houſes, and deſtroying hundreds of People. Only one 
Moſque or Church, which ſunk into the Caverns be- 
low, was thrown up again, and ſtands very firm, but 
in another Place. This is look'd upon as a great Mira- 
cle, eſpecially by the French, who, tor ought I know, 
may cenſure partially, . their own Intereſt; in 

regard 
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m_ gard this Church has been diſputed between them and 
1 the eme each Nation claiming Right to it, as 
ſtanding before exactly on the Frontier Line. But now 
their Quarrel is unconteſtably decided, for tis removed 
by this Convulſion of the Globe, near half a League 
from its former Situation, which is ſo far within the 
acknowledged Limits of France. This the French 
Prieſts magnify as an apparent Proof of the Juſtice of 
their Pretenſions, and the W ſeem very wrmg to 
. believe i it - 
1 As for me, I Wat b Opinion of Earthquakes, | 
Wl! 11 am perſuaded, that they are as natural as the 
Winds, which no Man knows how to draw into any 
Party or Faction, unleſs we believe the Stories of the 
Lapland Witches. I'm perſuaded that this Globe is 
Wl much more ancient. than the Generality of Mankind 
li imagine it to be; that it has undergone various Changes 
by the Predominance of Fire and Water: And that it 
is now haſtening towards another Revolution. I be- 
lieve the central Fire has eaten its Way almoſt to the 
Surface, and kindled all the Mines of Sulphur, and 
__ other inflamable Matter, which it meets with in its cir- 
Wl cular Aſcent. Theſe, corroding and daily conſuming 
18 their own Vaults, approaching alſo ſometimes too near 
1 the vaſt Receptacles of ſubterranean Waters which lie 
| | nearer the Surface, overheat thoſe Lakes ; : which being 
thus rarified into Vapours, and pent up in the Hollow 
of the Globe, ſtrive to break forth with immenſe Vi- 
olence, which cauſes that Heaving and Rocking of the 
— 1 Superficies that fo terrifies Mortals. But then theCauſe 
| 8 1s very deep and far from us. For where the Surface is 
„ | Mallow, in ſuch-Paſſions of the Globe, the Earth com- 
monly breaks and tumbles in, with whatſoever is upon 
it. Nay whole Cities ſometimes have been thus ſwal- 
lowed up. And the Danger is eaſily fore-known by a 
ſhort ſnatching and Trepidation of the Ground, Houſes, 
Trees, Men and every Thing within its Reach; for 
then the Convulſion is generally fatal. But where the 
Motion is heavy, grave and regular, tis a Sign that \ 
both the Source and the Danger of it are far off. And 
| | | 208 i 
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this is ſo much the more evident, by how much farther 
the Earthquake is felt above Ground. For the nearer 
any ſuch Paſſion happens to the Centre, it muſt be 
granted, that its Force is extended the wider on the 
Circum ference. This depends on a Mathematical De- 
monſtration, and there needs no more be faid to thee 
who art conſummate in the Sciences. 
What I eſteem a due Reflection on this, is, That tho 
there be no Peril in theſe remote Earthquakes, yet we 
know not how ſoon they will come nearer to us, neither 
can we be aſſured, where or when they happen, or 
how far they will reach. It follows therefore by a na- 
tural Conſequence, That ſince theſe Things are unavoid- 
able, and all the Wit of Man cannot invent a Means to 
eſcape ſinking into the Bowels of the Earth where it 
breaks in, we ought to be careleſs and indifferent what 
Death we die, and only be ſollicitous to live like Men, 
that is, according to Reaſon. For whether our Souls 
ſurvive or no, twill be comfortable to expire in Peace, 
and full of our own Innocence. 
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BOOK 1. 


LET + E R I. 
To the venerable Mufti. 


E R E is now like to be a great Change at | 
| this Court. Cardinal Mazarini is dead. 


He died at the Ca/t/e of the Word of Vinci- 

ennes, on the gth of this Moon, having 

been ſick a long Time. There happen'd a great 
Fire at the Louwre (fo they call the King's Palace 

in this City) about five Weeks ago, which obliged 
the Cardinal, who lodged there at that Time, to remove 
to his own Houſe. From whence for the ſake of theAir, 
he was adviſed by his Phyſicians to go to the aforeſaid 
Caſtle. But all in vain: For Death, which finds Ac- 

| ceſs into the ſtrongeſt Fortreſſes, purſued him thither, 
and led him in Triumph to the Region of Silence and 
Fergetfulneſs,, who made ſo * a N oiſe and Buſtle j in 
this our World. 
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It is reported that a certain A gralager foretold him he 
ſhould die in this Man. But a e Cardinal gave no 
Credit to him: Tho one would think he had ſome 15 


2 ſon to believe him in this, for the ſake of a former P 5 


diction of his, concerning the Duke of Sean, 
have mentioned this Prince, and the Enmity that was 
between Mazarini\ and him, which occaſioned the 
Duke's Impriſonment in the Caſtle of the Wood of 
FVinciennes. During his Reftraint, the forementioned 
Aftroleger gave it out in Paris, That the Duke ſhould 
eſcape out of Priſon preciſely. on ſuch a Day. The 
Cardinal being informed of this, waited till the Day 


came, deſigning to puniſh the Aftrologer as a Cheat, or 


at leaſt to expoſe him for an ignorant Perſon. To 


which end he ſent for him, and upbraiding him with 


Preſumption and Folly, in- that the Day was now come, 
and yet the Duke of Beaufort was ſtill a Priſoner, 
without any Hopes, or ſcarce a Poſſibility of eſcaping, 
order'd him to be ſent to the Baſtile. But the 4#rolo- 
ger addrefling himſelf with much Submiſſion and Ear- 
neſtneſs, ſpoke to this Effect: May it pleaſe your Emi- 


nence only to reſpite"my Sentence till jo Morrow, and 


then hang me if you do not find that T have Jpoke Truth. 
The Day ahi, 1 foretold- 7s come indeed, but it is not 
paſt. '\ A Courier will foon convince you that have not 
Pudizd. this Science In Vain 
The Cardinal moved with theſe Words, only con- 
fin'd the 4frologer, in a Chamber of his own Palace. 
And the next Day he received an Expreſs, which gave 
an Account of the Duke's Eſcape, and the Manner of 
it, viz. That on the Day before, he had let himſelf 


down by a Ladder of Ropes into the Caſtle Ditch, and 


was no more to be ſeen or heard of. Thus the Afrojo- 
ger eſcap d the Cardinal's Revenge, and got much 
Fame at the Court, which was increas'd by the Card:i- 
nals Death, falling out exactly according to his Pre 
diction. 

This Miniſter was a very ſubtle Man ; and Cardinal 
Richey us'd to ſay of him, That if he <vere minded to 
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put a Tel on the Devil, he would only ſet Mazarini ts 


Mort. Therefore he mid him his Confident, inſtructed 
him in all Secrets of the French Court, the Art of 
Government, and on his Death-bed recommended 


him to the King, as the fitteſt Man to ſucceed 
him in the Management of the Publick. He was 
after the Death of Leævuis XIII. at firſt oppoſed by ſeve · 


ral Grandees ; but the Queen's Authority, and that of 
the Prince of Conde, ſupported him : Whence aroſe a 


common Proverb in thoſe Days, The Queen permits All, 
the Cardinal commands All, and the Prince puts all in 


Execution: For thus laſt had then the nes” 1 Ge 
neral. 

This Miniſter was not eſteem'd fo Suti as his 
Predeceflor ; yet he heap'd up vaſt Treaſures; part of 


which he beſtow d in magnificent Buildings and Farni- 


ture, the reſt he ſent into aß to his Father; who, 
aſtoniſh'd at the prodigious Quantities of Gold he re- 


ceiv'd, u 8d to ſay, Sure it rains Money in France. 


Haier he made himſelf odious to the Subjects of 
this Nation by bis continua Opprefiions; and 9800 


are glad he is gone. 


»Tis a By-word at Rome, when any Pope dies, to ſay, 
Nox the Dog is dead all his Malice is buried with him. 
But I doubt it will not prove true in the Court of France, 


at this Juncture. For the King will either find a Mini- 


ſter equal in Subtilty to the deceas'd Cardinal, who ſhall 
fupply his Place; or he will take the Adminiſtration 
of Affairs into his own Hands, Be it which way it 
will, we are like to ſee the fame Maxims purſu' d, fo 
long as Cardinal Richlieu's Memoirs are in Being, 
who firſt taught this Crown to underſtand its own 
Strength. _ 


1 the Year 1 .* 
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LETTER. II. 


2 0 the Vizir Azem at the Po 


N Have an a Diſpatch to the; Mufti, acquainting 
him with the Death of the Cardinal Mazarini, 
Firſt Miniſter of State, and the greateſt Favourite that 
ever liv d. Now I will inform thee of ſome Paſſages 


which II omitted in my Letter to that venerable Prelate. 


It is neceſſary for me thus to diſtribute my Intelligence, 
with a due reſpect to the different Quality of my Supe- 
riors. 


Thou, I ſuppoſe, wile require ſome Account of his 


Diſnalition and Morals, with ſach a Character as 


may render this great Genius familiar to thy Know- 
ledge. 


He Gama to place his chief Happineſs in aggran- 


| dizing his Maſter, whom he ſerv'd with a Zeal ſo pure 


and diſintereſted, a Loyalty ſo incorruptible, and by ſuch 
regular Methods of Prudence and Policy; as if in his 


Days, nothing were to be counted Virtue or Vice, but 
what either favour'd or oppos'd the King of France's 


Intereſt, He was of a happy Conſtitution for a Cour- 
tier, being by Nature debonair, complaiſant, affable, 
and of a ſweet Deportment. Vet Experience and Art, 

taught him to improve theſe Advantages, to the height 


of Diſſimulation. You ſhould ſee Curteſy and extra- 
ordinary Goodneſs flowing into every Feature of his 
Face; you ſhould hear Words breathing from his 


Mouth, like the ſoft Benedictions of an Angel. Yet at 
the ſame time,. his Heart gave the Lye to both. He 
meant.nothing leſs, than that a Man ſhould find him as 
good as his Word. He was ever ready to promiſe any 
Thing that was demanded of him : But in Performance 
flow, and full of Excuſes ; frugal of his Prince's Mo- 
ney, and liberal of his own : Magnificent in his Build- 
ings, and the, Furniture belonging to them; aiming in 
all we he to exceed other Men, his Equals, and in 
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54 LeTTERS Mit hy Vol. VI. 
ſome, to ſurpaſs, even mighty Princes, his Superiors. 
In a word, he was accompliſh'd with all Qualifications 
requiſite in a fortunate Courtier and a good Stateſman. 
Yet after all, this ſublime Genius yielded to Death: 
But not like common Mortals. He died altogether 
like him/el7, without ſo much as changing that ſettled 
Gravity, and ſerene Air of his Face, as had been 
remarkable during his Life. He made the King Heir 
of his Eſtate, and bequeath'd Abundance of — — | 
To ſay all in brief: If he was Great in his Lie, he 
was much more ſo in his Death; mingling. his laſt 
Breath with the Sighs and Tears of the King, who 


lamented his Departure with the — of a * oy 
a Father. 


Paris 26th 7 Vs * Airy | 
of the Year 1661. ONS. 4 
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LETTER III. a 


| To Peſteli Hal, his Brother, Maſter of the 


Cuſtoms, at Conſtantinople, | 


7 Efterday a Difpareh came to my Hand fo? a 1 
remote Part of the Earth. Our-Coufin 1/ouf 


Tent it from Afracau, a famous City for Traffic, for- 
merly belonging to the Crim Tartars, but now in the 
Poſſeſſion of the Maſcowites. He has been there a con- 
Aderable Time, finding Profit by Merchandiſe : For 


there is a vaſt Reſort to that City from China, Indoſtan, 


Pera, Muſcomy, and other Provinces of Europe and 
Ala. The Roads to it, are daily covered with the 


Caravans of trading People. And the River Volga can 
hardly ſuſtain the innumerable Multitude of Veſſels that 
tranſport Paſſengers with their Goods backwards and 
forwards, between  Aftracan,, and the Regions round 


about the Caſpian Sea, into Which that —_— River 
diſcharges itſelf. | 


eu, 


. 
[ 
y 
- 


Vol. VI; 4 Se at A - as 


Zhou is ingenious, and has pitch'd upon ſome advan- 
tagious Note of enriching himſelf, which tempts him 
ta. take up his Abode in that City, and there end his 
Travels; or at leaſt, he will repoſe himſelf there, till 
Fortune preſents him with a fairer ne of in- 
crealing his Wealth. | 

n the mean time; I perceive by his Letter, that he 
Eu $i: apace, lives very happily, and has the Wit 
to keep himſelf free from the Yoke of Marriage, which 


embarraſs d him ſo much formerly. He ſoon put that 


troubleſome ig out of his Mind, after he had di- 
vorc'd her; and he never fail'd to gratify himſelt with 
new Amours, where-ever he came in his Travels. He 
writes very comically ; and I can't forbear ſmiling, 
when he-tells me, He has had as many Concubines as 
the Grand Seignior. By which thou wilt perceive, that 


Tuff is much addicted to Gallantry, He frankly con- 


feſſes, that he firſt learned this Mode of loving at large 
in Perfia, eſpecially at /þahan ; where he ſays, tis a 
Mark of Honour for a Man to be good at intriguing. 


with the Ladies: And he is cal'd a Turk by Way of 


Difgrace, who frequents not every Evening the Gar- 
dens and Houſes of Pleaſure in the Suburbs. But he 
adds, that in Iadia the Liberty of courting Women is 
much greater. And that the very Nature of that 


Climate, diſpoſes a Man to this ſoft Paſſion. In a 
mord, our amorous Kinſman retains the fame Humpur 


Vet chis * not Miner him from proſccuting his 
neceſſary Affairs with Diligence and Alacrity. He 
diſpatch'd a Buſineſs for me at Archangel in Ruſſia, and 
another at Moſca, very dextrouſſy. Which convinces 
me, that he is not leſs ſedulous and careful in Things 
which concern himſelf. He ſays, the Mauſcowites are 
the greateſt Drunkards in the World. Their chief and 


| moſt beloved Liquor is, What the French call, The Wa- 
ter of Life. "Tis a Chymical Drink, extracted from the 


Lees of Mine, or other ſtrong Beverages: Such as thou 


| Know'ſt is common among the Greeks, Armenians, and 


2 in the Lev ant. When the Mu/covites are once 


11 Sot 


3 F 
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got into a Houſe where the Nectar is ſold, and are a 


little warm'd and elevated with it, they will not depart 
till all their Money is gone: Nay , they will pawn 
their very Garments from their Backs in a Frolick 
rather than want their Doſe of this inebriating Stuff, 
and go out ſtark naked in the coldeſt Weather, that is, 


fall aſleep in the open Streets, and yet are ne'er the 


worſe for it when they wake, but go to their daily 
Work with the greater Ardour. For, tis only the 
common People are guilty of this Extravagance. As 
for the Gentry and Nobility, they are more cloſe and 
neſerv'd in their dunken Debauches. 


The Muſcovites, according to the Character he gives 


me of them, are a very rude and unpoliſh'd People; 
ſurly to one another, and extreamly rugged to Strangers: 


They deſpiſe all other Nations in the World, and fay, 


tis impoſſible for any Man to go to Heaven who has 
not a Muſcovite Soul in him. They profeſs the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, and were formerly of the Greek Church; 
but now they have ſeparated themſelves, and ſet up a 
Patriarch of their own; to whom ſo great a Venera- 
tion is paid, that the Emperor himſelf holds his Stirrop 
when he mounts on Horſeback. 

Brother, I defire thee to ſpeak adyantagiouſly of . 
Hoh, to the Illuſtrious Kerkar Haſſan, and to the other 
Baſſas of the Bench. He will be a ſerviceable Man to 
the Grand Signior, if encourag'd by ſome Place of Ho- 
nour and Profit. I wiſh I could fay the ſame of our 
Couſin Solyman. But he is too wife in his own Con- 
ceit. 


Dear Peſteli, excuſe my Abruptneks : for my Hours - 


are divided between the Service I owe to the Sultan, 
and the Affection I bear wy F riends. | 


Paris, 7th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Tear I 061, 


ET. 
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LETTER Iv. ſat 


Ti 9 Orhan Cabet, Student in the Sciences, 
| and Penſi toner to the Sultan. 


J: Have wa of thy Faith; and the Minter of bi 
Converſion to the Law brought down from Heaven: 
How that from a Chriſtian Prigſt, thou art become a 
Muſſulman Abaalla, that is, a Beliewer and Servant. 
of the True God. May thy Reward, both here and 
hereafter, be according to thy Integrity in this Change 
of Faith and Religion: For _ Hypocrites are neither ac- 
ceptable to God nor Man; yet moſt Men are proſely- 
ted for Intereſt, Fear, or other human Regards. And 
in the Senſe of the Chriſtians thou know'ſt a e ee 
and a Villain are reciprocal Terms. ä 
The inſupportable Miſeries of Servitude, tempt ma 

ny to embrace Circumciſion, which at once ſets em 
free, and often puts em in a Condition to mend their 
Fortunes, and live more happily than they did, even 
before they were Captives : Whilſt Ambition and Ava- 
rice, are prevailing Motives with others in more proſ- 
perous Circumſtances to be of the Grand Signior's Reli- 
gion, that ſo they may riſe in his Favour, and obtain 
ſome confiderable Preferment at the Court, or Office in 
the Army; like the ancient Melchites among the Chri- 
ſtians, who were ſo call'd, becauſe they always profeſs d 
the Faith of the Grecian Emperors, without examining 
whether it was Orthodox or no. A Sort of religious 
Paraſites, who would be any Thing to ſerve their own 
Intereſt, and adore the De. vil himſelf, provided their 
Sovereign ſhew'd 'em an Example. 

vet after all, there are ſome who change their Re- 
ligion in pure Sincerity, only compell'd thereto by the 
Dint of exalted Reaſon, and Motives of Virtue. Such 
as theſe are thinking Men, Perſons of bold Spirits, who 
dare call in Queſtion the 'Tradition of their Fathers 
examine the Principles in which they were educated, 
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diſpute every Thing, and bring all to the Standard of 
natural Truth. - - 

I rejoyce to hear that thou art one of this Character, 
and not in the Number of Counterfeits or Bigots: For 
ſuch bring no Credit to the Religion they embrace, but 
rather a Scandal. Vet the Arms of the munificent 
Norte are open to receive all who proſeſs that Gov is 
one, and that Mabomes is his Apoſtle; leaving the 
Scrutiny. of their Intention, to him who ſearches the 
Heart. 

Thy Learning gives thee 3 Opportunities of doing 
Good. Put it to a right Uſe. Convince the tafidels, 
whom thou haſt forſaken, of their Errors; confirm the 

True Believers in the Faith, withoutBlemiſh. 
Do this by Diſcourſe, by Writing, -and by thine own 
exemplary. Life, which laſt will prevail above Ten 
thouſand eloquent Sermons. 

In a word, ſhew thy ſelf a true and Rithful 91 | 
of the Prophet on Earth, and God will. tranſlate thee 
to his Company in Paradiſe; ; where Moſes will intro- 
duce thee, Feſas will entertain thee with Joy, and all 


the 1 24000Prophets will wage thee to. the Pleaſures 
which know no End. 
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LETT E R V. p 
Wr: the Mufti. = 


M E are apt to admire ſome ſtrange Paſtiges which 
VV we find recorded in ancient Hiſtory, and whoſe 
Truth is out of the Reach of any Mortal to prove: 
Vet we ſlight the Miracles E N are before our Eyes, 
evident Matters of Fact, which no Body can contradict. 
Whence this ſnould Proceed, L know not 3. unleſs it be 


from 


5 „* 


they are oblig d to wear about their Necks as long as 


— 
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from a natural Kind of Drowſineſs in the Soul, com- 
mon to the greateſt Part of Men; like the Sleep (f 


thoſe, who cannot fo ſoon be awaken'd by the loudeſt 
Noiſes they are accuſtom'd to, as by the ſoft and ſtill 


Ideas of a ſtrange Dream: So we regard not the 


Things to which we are daily habituated, tho” in them- 


ſelves never ſo prodigious ; whilſt we ſtart and are ama 
zed at the moſt ordinary Relations of Antiquity, only 
becauſe they are novel to us, and we were not Eye-wit- 
neſſes of the Things themſelves. 

1 formerly ſent a Letter to Cara Hah, the Sultan's 


 Phyfician, wherein I mentioned ſeveral Phy/icians of 


Arabia, who in paſt Ages, were eminent for. ſome re- 


markable | Cures. But, I tell thee, not one of them 


could match the King of Frances Succeſs in curing an 


Epidemical Diſtemper, which they call the KING's 


EVIL. The general Symptoms of this Malady, are 
certain Swellings in the Face, Neck, or other Parts of 
the Body; ſometimes accompany'd with Blindneſs, 
Deafneſs, Lamenets, and other Imperfections. Thoſe 
who are troubled with this Diſeaſe, flock to the King 


Court at certain Seaſons of the Vear, and being intro- 


duced into his Preſence, he only touches the Part affect- 


ed wich his Hand, and an infallible Cure fa/hwws. _ 
They fay this Gift has been inherent in the K7zgs of 
France for many Generations: And the Prieſts magnify 
it as a great Miracle. But, I tell thee, all the Prodigy 


in my Opinion, lies in the Strength of the People's 
Imagination, which thou Know'ſt works half the Cure 
in many Diſtempers. The Prieſts ſtand by the King, 


whilſt he touches the Sick: They repeat their Goſpel, 


and uſe certain Prayers and Exorciſms, being veſted all 
in White like Magicians. Theſe Ceremonies. are per- 
form'd with Abundance of Gravity, which ſtrikes an 
Awe into the credulous Patients. And to render the 
Buſineſs yet more myſterious; whereas other Phyſicians 
take Money of the Sick, this Royal ÆAſculapius beſtows 
a Piece of Gold on every one whom he touches, which 
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they live. Now, whether the Charm lies in the Gold, 
or the King's Touch, or the Prayers and Ceremonies of 


the Prieſts, or finally in the Patient's Fancy, it matters 


not much. 'This is certain, that Thouſands who come 
to the King's Feet, very much diſorder'd by this Evil, 

find a ſenſible Alteration in their Bodies, before they 
depart from his Preſence ; and in a few Hours or Days 
at moſt, are perfectly recover'd. 
Perhaps, the Kings of France have ſome Magical or 
Phyſical Tincture in their Blood. Or, it may be, 
they have found out the Philoſopher's Stone, ſo much | 
ralke'd of ; and deliver'd it Fen to their Poſterity, as 
a Part of the Royal Inheritance 3 which enables the 


preſent King to do ſo many prodigious Things both at 


home and abroad; in Peace and in War, befides his 
Part in curing this Sickneſs, I am no Roficrucian, nor 
very fond or credulous of Miratles ; yet I often wonder 


at the Treaſures of this Monarch, which appear inex- 


hauftible. But the Ways of Kings are ſecret, and he 
of France is ſingular in his ayſterious Methods of grow- 
ing Rich and Great. Neither do all his magnificent 
Expences ſeem to dimini/h his Wealth. The King of 
Sweden has been his Penſioner ever ſince he began to 


reign : And Millions. of French Gald, are diſperſed 


among the German Princes. 
Theſe 7 bings cauſe his Subjects to deſcant variouſly. 
But I refer em to thy oraculous Judgment, whoſe ſingle 


Tefta is of Ten thouſand Times more worth, than the 
Decrees of a French Parliament, | 


of the Tear 1661, eg e 
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LETTER vi. 


7 Mirmadolin, Santone of the Vale 17 
Sidon. 


2 W. I will vent holy * and what the Di 

vHinity ſhall inſpire. The World was in Weeds 
when Ho/ain the Prophet was-ſlain, and the Moon put 
on her Mourning Dreſs. The Timbrels of Perſia, 
Arabia, and Babylon were heard in the dead of the 
Night: Their Sound reach'd to the Third Heaven: 
The Shepherds. ran to the Heights of the Earth, to diſ- 
cover the Occaſion of ſo much Noi/e. The Centinels 
of Forts and Caſtles gave the Alarm, and the Men of 
Mar took hold of as Sword, the Bow, and the Spear. 
The Hgris overflow'd its Banks, and Dzarbekir became 
a Lake, A dark Body of Clouds o'ercaſt the'Sky, and 
pour'd forth Thunder, Lightning and Hail. Fire ran 
all along on the Sands of the Deſart, and the Air was 
all in a Flame. Horror poſſeſs'd the Minds of Mortals, 
and the Angels themſelves were uneafy. The Beaſts 
of the Field ran into Dens and Caves, and the Dra- 
gons were touch'd with Remorſe: Only the more veno- 
mous K/baſci ſwell'd with Pride: The Poiſon of Mur- 
ther and Hereſy had puff d up the Souls: They and 
their Poſterity are accurs'd to this Day, and to the Hour 
of the irreyocable Sentence. 

O Santone, great is thy Faith, in that thou haſt aban- 
doned the Shadow of this World, and ſeparated thy 
ſelf from the Contagion of Mortals. I revere the Ma- 
jeſty of thy ſublime Soul, the Intellect ranging at Li- 
berty. Thou daily gathereſt Flowers from the Garden 
of Eden, and being in the Body, enjoyeſt the Sweets 
of Paradiſe. Kings would lay down their Crowns to 
taſte of thy Pleaſures, did they but know them; and 
exchange all the Glory of Empires for one Moment of 
thy unſpeakable Bliſs. Thou Companion and Care of 
2 Darling of the Urn Ommipotent! Wh | 
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Where · ever thou lieſt down, whether by Day or by 
Night, the Watchers above ſtand ready with Um- 
brella's to ſkreen thee from the ſcorching Beams of the 
Sun, the chilling Darts of the Moon and Stars, and 
from all Injuries of Weather. The Elements go out 
of their Courſes to ſerve thee, and all Nature ene 
thy Intereſt. | 

The Merchant hires a thouſand. e and loads 
them with the choiceſt Riches of tlie Levant: He en- 
dures all the Fatigues of a long and dangerous Travel, | 
thro' Syria Arabia, and Perſia; runs the riſſue of 
Robbers, Diſeaſes, and ten thouſand Methods of 
Death: And after all his Hagard and Pains, is not. 


half ſo happy, nor ſo rich as thou, who aboundeſt in 


every Thing, becauſe thou defireſt r which thou 


bat not, be. - 1100 is unneceflary. The pres ny 


labour for e Field, and fo de the Artificers in 
the City. The Noble and the Volg are thy Purviy- 
ors, and the greateſt Sor overeigns pay Tribute. to thee. 
Every Houſe is thy Home, and they count themſelves 


happy, under whoſe Roof thou vouchſafeſt to ſleep. 


They are really ſo; for Benediction accompanies the 
perfect Man in all his Ways, and the Favours.of Hea- 
ven overtake them that ſhew Kindneſs to him. Thou 
art Lord of other Men s Eſtates; and every Man's Field 
is thy Inheritance. Thou en joyeſt the Riches of this 
World, without being tainted with the Vices that at- 
tend em, and teceiyeſt immortal Aſſurances and Seals 
of the future Glory, in the Li which is to come. 
happy Efate of the Fe O Life to be truly en- 
. 1 2 

As for me, Tm like a GalliySlavs, chain? q down 
5 the Oar, aud foro d to row gr _ Whither the 

Maſter of the Veſſel commands. 9 9 oblig d to 


hether (4 


State. From all which thou art happily fre. 
Oh that it were lawful for me to ſhake off the fret- 
ung Yoke, and diſentan ble my {elf from the Snares of 
g human 


Vol. VI. 2 Spy at Pars, „ i 


human Policy ! that T might live like the Men of the 
firſt Ages, who honour'd the Earth as their common 
Mother, and made no. envious Incloſures ! they ſported. 
innocently on her fragrant Boſom, and never moleſted 
their kind Parent, by Cruelty to any of her Off ſpring. 
They ſuck'd the Milk of her Breaft : Her Yeins ſtream d 
with Vine and Honey. They banquetted on Variety of 
excellent Fruits; and no body thought of killing and 
eating his Fellow-Animal. The Birds could then 
range the Air without Fear of the Fowler; neither did 
any yawling Huntſman rouze the timorous Hare from 
Her Seat. The Roes and the Hinds could ſcamper at 
Pleaſure o'er the Plain, without being halter d to the 
Mountains and Rocks for Sanctuary; neither did any fly 
Angler trepan the F;/ of the Rivers. As for the Sea, 
*twas then unknown; no Man, as yet, had ventur d on 
that perfidious ELEMENT; or found ont the Uſe of 
Ships. There was in thoſe Days 10 Foreign Commerce 
or Traffick, or any Need of it. Every Region ſup- 
plyd fs Thats with what was uſeful and nebellaty't 
And thoſe temperate Mortals defit'd no more. They 
liv'd without irregular Appetites, free from Ambition,. 
Fraud, and Blood: 

This is the Li ſo much deſ d by” ne, an: which 
thou' actually enſoyeſt. God augment thy Felicities and 
Raptures, that thou mayeſt paſs from one Vi a 
Eætaß to another, till Gabriel ſnatch thy Soul away 


in a Divine. 18 beyond the Poſſibility of a Ne 


lap fe. 


Hay Santent, Whilſt chou art on Farth, pray Wa me 3. 
and when thou art among the' Tnimortals, do mie Lite. 
| Favours which may laſt for ever. 
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2 E T T E R VIL 
2 0 Dgnet Oglov. 


v Buſineſs i in this Place obliges me to to keep: 8 
pany with all Sorts of People. Hence I indiffe- 
| rently aſſociate my ſelf with Szaze/men, Soldiers, Cour- 


tiers, Priefts,” Fidlers,, Mechanicks, Seamen, or Perſons 
of any Profaſton, from whom I can hope for any Im- 


provement : For, there is hardly fo ielpicabla a 


Fellow in the World, who may not teach. an inquiſi- 


tive Mind omething, to which it was a Stranger N. | 


fore. 


Sete; 1 converſe with Painters, whom I gene- : 


rally find to be Men of Vit and Senſe, but very lewd 
and diſſolute: However, they ſerve to divert my Me- 
lanchely, to which thou know'ſt I am much inclin'd. 
For they are the merrieſt Sparks in the World, abound- 


ing with /mart Repartees, Fefts, and comical Stories, 


beſides a hundred mimical Tricks of good Buffoonry to 


make one laugh ; that it is almoſt 1 to be _— 


in their Company. 


They are moſt of 2 bred in the Pr bs or in 


| Colleges and. Schools where the Sciences are profeſs d: It 
being in a manner neceſſary, that Men of this Trade 
ſhould have a Smack of all Sorts of Learning, and eſpe- 
cially, that they ſhould be indifferent good Hiftorians 3 
they being many Times deſir d to repreſent Pieces of 
antique and modern Hiſtory, without a Pattern. They 
have a very facetious Way allo of telling a Story to the 
| Life, as well as of drawing it ſo in Picture. They 

would diffolve the moſt ſtiff. and moroſe Hadgi into 


Laughter and Follity, to hear how. gracefully they will 


ridicule the moſt ſerious Matters, and turn every Thing 
into Burleſque: For they are admirable 1 by 
Nature. 

Vet theſe are not all alike, but differ in their Tem- 
pers like other Men. Some them are proud and 


flatehy, 


—— 
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ftatehy,” others fawning and atjea : And all of them 
5 Hoes  Humouriſts. 


It was an odd Whim of e Hcemſtirb, a wa | 


' mous Painter, that was born at a V illage of the ſame 
Name. He died in the Tear of the C hriftians Hegira, 
1574. This Man had amaſs'd together 1 in his Life- 
time a vaſt ' Quantity of Money; and having no Wife 
or Children, nor other Relations of his own to leave it 
to, he was reſolv'd to do ſomething, for which he 

might be talk'd of after his Death. I have heard of 


many dying Men, that have had one Caprice or other 


in making their Lat Mill and Tefament : But thou 
wilt ſay this of Martin's was fingular. For on his 


Dieatb. bed he bequcath'd all his Wealth to be diſtributed 


into ua Doxuries or Portions, wherewith to marry a cer- 
tain Number of Maids of Heemfeirk, his Birth · place, 
yearly, on this Condition, that the New - married 
Couple, with all the Winding Tandy thou 'd dance on 
his Graue. (7 

It is neceſſary 65 thee to know, chat ance his 
Death, there has been a great Alteration of Religion in 
thoſe Parts: The Inhabitants, which in his Time were 
| Roman Catholicks, are now all Proteflants. * And at 
the Time of this Change or Reformation, as they call 
it, it was the general Practice of the Prote/tarts, to 


demoliſh all Images and Craſes where-ever they found 


'em. Now, it was the Cuſtom of the Roman Catho- 
licks to ſet up a Croſs at the End of every Sepulehre of 
the Dead. Yet, ſo great a Veneration have the Heem- 
ſeirkers for the Memory of this Painter, that whereas 
there is not a Croſs to be ſeen ſtanding in all the Coun- 
try beſides ; yet his, being of Braſs, remains untouch'd, 

as the only Title their Daughters can ſhew to his 
Legacy. 
_ Twas a more cruel and inhuman . of an 

Lalian Painter (I think his Name was Giotto) who de- 
ſigning to draw a Crucifx to the Lite, wheedl'd a poor 
Man to ſuffer himſelf to be bound to a Croſs for an 
Hour, at the end of which he ſhould be releas'd again, 


and receive a conſiderable Gratuity for his Pains... But, 


inſtead 
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66 LxTTERS Writ Vol. VI, 
inſtead of this, as ſoon as he had him faſt on the. Croft, 


he ſtabb'd him dead, and then fell to drawing. He was 


eſteem'd the greateſt Maſter in all 7aly at that Time. 


And having this Advantage of a dead Man hanging on 
4 Craſ before him, there's no — bur he made a 
wage les Piece of Work on't. ** 

As ſoon as he had finiſh'd his Picture, kbvanive: it 
to the Pope, who was aftoniſh'd' as at a Prodigy of Art, 
highly extolling the Exquiſiteneſs of the Features and 
Limbs, the languiſhing pale Deadneſs of the Face, the 
unaffected Sinking of the Head: In a Word, he had 
drawn to the Life, not only that Privation of Senſe, and 
Motion, Which we call Death; but alſo the vary. wee 


of the leaſt vital Symptom. 


This is better underſtood — pn Every Bo- 
dy knows that it is a Maſter- piece to repreſent a Paſ. 
ſion or Thought, well and naturally. Much greater 


is it to deſeribe the total Abſence of theſe interior Pacul. > 


ties, fo as to diſtinguiſh the I of a ny Man, 
from one that is only aſleep. 

Vet all this, and much more, l the Poje iſverh 
in the admirable: Draught which Gio" preſented 
him. And he liked it fo well; that he reſolved" to 
place it over the Altar of his-own Chappel : For thou 
knoweſt this is the Practice of the Nazarenes, to adore 
Pictures and Images. Giotto told him, ſince he liked 


the Copy lo oy, _ .be _ him _ wing r if 
he pleaſed. 


What doſt — mean by: the- Original, aid the 
Pope ? Wilt thou ſhew me Jeſus Chrift on the Croſs in 


his own Perſon ? No, | replied Giotto, but I'll ſhew 


your Holineſs the Original from whence I drew 'this, 
if you will abfolve me from all Puniſhment. : 
The good old Father ſuſpecting ſomething erm 
nary by the Painter's thus capitulating with him, pro- 
miſed on his Word to pardon him. Which; Gotta be 
lieving, immediately told him where it was: And at- 
tending him to the Place, as ſoon they were enter d, he 
drew a Curtain back, which hung before the dead Man 
on TP Croſs, and tald the Pope - What he * 


2 Ld 2 
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- The Holy Father, extremely troubled at ſo inhumane. 


and barbarous an Action, repealed his Promiſe, and 
told the Fainter. he ſhould be dar put to an exem-- 


p'ary Death. 


Giotto ſeemin * n to the N pronetiont | 


upon him; only-begg'd Leave to-finiſh the Picture be- 


fore he died; which was granted him. In the mean 
while, a Guard was ſet upon him to prevent his Eſcape- 


As ſoon as the Pope had caus'd. the Picture to be deli- 
vered into his Hands, he takes a Bruſh, and dipping 
it into a Sort of Stuff he had ready for that Purpoſe, 
daubs the Picture all over with it, ſo that nothing could 
now be ſeen of the Crucifix; but it was quite efacd in 
all outward Appearance. it 35 Bt 

This made the Pope fark wad : He famp'd, foam'd 


and rav'd like one in a Frenzy. He ſwore the Painter 


ſhould ſuffer the moſt cruel Death that could be invent- 
ed, unleſs he drew another full as good as the former; 
for if but the leaſt Grace was miſſing, he would not 
pardon him. But if he cou'd produce an exact Paral- 


lel, he would not only give bim his Laſt, but rpg 


Reward in Money. an 

The Painter, as he had Aae defir'd this 2 
the Pope's Signet, that he might not be in Danger of a 
ſecond Repeal : Which was granted him. And then 


he took a wet Sponge, and wip'd off all the Varniſh 


he had daub'd on the Picture. And the Crucifix ap 
png the ſame in all Reſpects as it was before. 

The Pope who looked upon this as à great — be⸗ 
ing ignorant of the Arts which Painters uſe, was ra- 
viſh'd at the ſtrange Metamorphoſis. And to reward 
the Painter's treble. Ingenuity, he abſolw d him from all 
his Sins, and the Puniſhments due to them; ordering 


moreover his. Steward to cover the Picture all over 


with Gold, as a farther Gratuity for the Painter: And, 
they ſay, this Crucifix.-is the Original by which the 


| maſt famous Crucifixes in Europe are drawn. 


I need make no other Reflexion on this, than that 
as the ſuppoſed Murder of Jeſus the Son of Mary, is 
the'Soue'of all the Chrillians Devotion 3 ſo. N 
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Homicide which this Painter committed, has made it 
more intenſe and fervent, by how much the Crucifixes 
drawn after this Pattern, excel all that were ſeen be- 
fore them, in ths agrees Portraiture of the e e 
er. N 

And for this Readon it 10 chat ne are in ſo 
great Eſteem among the · Haliaut, becauſe they form 
the Gods which thoſe Infidels adore. It is no Wonder 


therefore, that the Chief Head of their Church, ſhould. 
ſo eaſily abſolve Murder in a Painter, as a venial Sin, 
_ eſpecially when it is done in Or dine ad Deum, as the 


Jeſuits ſay, that is, to promote God's Glory, as the 
Pope eaſily perſuaded himſelf this was ; Since Iaolatry 


is the main Engine which ſupports the State and Gran- 


deur of the Roman Court. And all the World knows, 
that Holy City is a Type of Heaven; or at leaſt the 
crafty. Prieſts would fain repreſent it ſo. | 

My Friend, thou and I have ſeen enough of . 


Tricks and Holy Frauds in Sicih. Praife be to God, 


they had no Power to pervert us. Our Faith remains 
inviolate : We ſtill poſſeſs the Integrity of Mu/ſulmars, 


the native Attach we owe to the Prophet, who was ſent 


to exterminate /do/s.” In a Word, we adore none but 
one God, Creator of the Worlds. May that Incom- 


prehenſibie for ever keep us in the ſame Faith and Prac- 
tice, till the Releaſe of our Souls, 
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5 Labino, Abufei Saad, an ; Egyprian 
de \ Range... 


HI 85 Court i is e e at RE Ela" all 
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on the firſt Day of this Moon. There's nothing but 


Feaſting, Dancing, and Rcvelling on this Account, 
with Bonfires and congratulory Addreſſes. Only the 


Duke of Orleans, the King's Brother, has little Rea- 


ſon to be over merry, ſince he was the next preſump- 


tive Heir of the Crown, in caſe the King died without 
Iſſue Male: For the Laws of France exclude a Female 


from reigning. Vet, this Duke diſſembles his inward 


Grief, for being thus put by his Hope, and appears as 


joyful as the Father himſelf. He hugs and admires the 


Rojal Babe, wiſhing him Health and Longlife in a 


Compliment, whom he really could rather wiſh- out of 


the World; or at leaſt that he had never come into it. 
So violent are the Temptations to a Crown, ſo ſtrong 


the Deſire of Empire, that the Nearneſs of Relation, 
which endears the Reſt of Mortals one to another, 
eſtranges the Hearts of Princes from thoſe of their own 


Blood, if they ſtand in the Way of their Ambition. 


And I can aſſure thee, the French do not ſpare to fay, 


the Duke of Orlrans has enough of this Vice to at- 


tempt great Things, were not his Genius over- awd 
by the matchleſs Fortune and Spirit -of his Es | 

Neither is the King himſelf inſenſible of this; 
membring with what Warmth the Duke receiv'd the 
flattering- Addreſſes of ſome Courtiers, during his Bro- 
ther's dangerous Sickneſs, when the Phyſicians ho 
well-nigh given him over for a dead Mann. 

I was acquainted with this Paſſage but lately, by of 
min the Dwarf, who watches all the Motions of this 


Court. He tells me that the King being informed a 


Rumour. was whiſpered among the Grandees of his 
Death, cauſed them all to be ſent for, and to paſs thro? 


his Chamber, whilſt the Curtains of his Bed were 


drawn open, that they might ſee their Sovereign alive, 
tho' in a bad State of Health. He ſays moreover, that 


the true Reaſon why ſeveral Lords of late have been re- 


moved from their Offices about the King, is becauſe he 


reſented ill the too early and paſſionate Court they made. 


to the Duke of Orleans, on the 9 of his Brother's 
Death. 
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Death. Tis natwsal to all Men to love themſelves 
and to deſire the Diſpoſal of heir dn Affairs Ne 
Man would be content to have his Eſtate given away 


by his Servants at their own Diſeretion. And Sove- 


reign Monarchs are the moſt jealous of all Men in ſuch 
Caſes:” Particularly, the King of France is known to 


be a Prince very ſenſible of his Honour, and ſoon 


touch'd in that Point, by the leaſt Appearance of Diſ- 
reſpect in his ren and duc rent rate in his 
Neighbours. $4 | 36-3. 241] 28 7h : 
K de Dales of Orleans, he is A Princes d 
great Character, either as a Soldier, or a Stateſman : 


Neither has he been much talked of in the World, till 


the Beginning of this Vear, when he married an Eng- 


Ai Princeſs, by Name Henrietta, Daughter * the 


late murder d King of that Nation. 5 

We have had another Match here alſo, ee the 
late:/Duke of O-Jennss Daughter, and the Prinee of 
Tuſeam. Theſe' Things occaſion various ' Diſcourſe 
among thoſe who pretend to weigh exactly the different 
Intereſts of Chriſtian Courts, eſpecially of ſuch as are 
concerned in the New Alliances, © For, the greateſt 
Monarchs here in the Vet marry only for Profit and 
Advantage, to fortify e by a cloſer Union 
with the Houſe to which they are allied. Whereas our 
Eaſbern Princes only indulge their Paſfions in the Choice 
of their Wives; admitting none to their Embraces, but 


the moſt exquiſite Beauties that can be found. And 


where they once pitch their Faney, they neither regard 
Riches, Honour, or any other Recommendation, ſave 
what their Love ſuggeſts; being themſelves inexhauſti- 


ble Fountains of Wealth, Nobility and Good F ortune 


t all who have the Happineſs to be in their Favour. 
They ſeern to ſell themſelves, and proſtitute the 


Glory of their Diadems to a Foreign Prince, for the 


Sake of a little Gold, and much more Trouble with a 
proud Female whom perhaps they never ſaw. Vet 
this is the common Practice among the Princes of the 
Nazarene Belief; who conſider not, that inſtead of a 
Wite, a Partner of their __ and a Friend, they 

£ often 
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often entertain a Snake, a Traytor, an Enemy: Eſpe- 
cially if ſhe be a Woman of Wit and Intrigue, as moſt 
of them are. Fhis made the now | Queen-Mother, 
the Relict of Lexis. XIII. ſuſpected by her Huſband; 
and the preſent Queen of France is under the like Cir- 

eumſtances: And it will always be ſo, where Princes 
match themſelves aſter this Manner, and cannot debar 
their Wives from holding a ſeeret e N 
the Family from which they deſcend. 71 


Aſſuredly, the Ottoman Politicks are the moſt re- 


fined and ſecure of any in the World; our Religion 


moſt holy, and aur Morals:moft ſound. Which three 
are Evident Signs, that God has raiſed up this ſacred 


- Empire to ſubdue all the Nations on 2755 — bring ; 


'em to the Faith of his Divine mer 


Paris 91 of the 11 175 Mann, 
p the Year 1661. 


LETTER IX. 


EY Cara Hay, Phyſician to the Grand. 
= Seignior. | ” 1 
1* A * now in my Chamber by a — Fire, want- 
ing nothing that can comfort a reaſonable” Man: 
Whilſt I hear Rs Winds whiſtling, the Snow driving 


upon my Windows, and the hollow Voices of the 
Watch proclaiming a Night little leſs cold than that 


laſtmg one they feel in the Arctick Circle once a Year. 
Yet J wiſh my ſelf in a Plain, or on the Top of ſome 
high Mountain, where I might feel Nature in the moſt 
rigid of all her Humours. I love Variety, and *tis a 
Pain to be confined to Pleaſure itſelf, when "tis al! of one 
Kind, or what I am uſed to. 

"Tis to thee my dear Hal, I owe this Thought, 
when you told me once, as we were walking together in 
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the Cemetry of Sultan doeh man s Moſque,” That” Man i ts 


made ſor all Things. © © | Ne 

IJ remember he Elegance and Forte of Regt wih 
which you explain 'd your Sentiment, upon a Loſs which 
I had then ſuſtaind by Shipwreck ; comforting me with 
this Reflection, That all the Gains on Earth are only 
Burdens: All the Riches, Honours,” Pleaſures, and 
whatſoever is defired by Mortals, are but ſo many 


Clogs to tie us faſter to this little narrow Globe, 


which we are born to trample on as our Foot-ſtocl- 


All this is true But 1 conſider farther; that che We- 
 Eurrences of this Lite ought to be received with" Indif- 


ference, and we ſhould be as chearful in a Priſon As in a 
Palace; becauſe nothing can happen to us, Which was 


not decreed by Fate. Methinks I could go as freely to 


Torments in a juſt Cauſe, as to a ſumptuous Banquet. 
J could /nile at the Malice of my Perſecutors, and tri- 
umph over the vain Executioners, when I fee them 
ſweat at their inhuman Toz/, and yet can never have 
their Wills of a Soul caſt into ſuch a Mould as mine, 
whatever they may do with my Body. Though they 
excrutiate me with a thouſand Inventions of Cruelty, 
though they reduce me to Aſhes, yet they cannot rob 
me of my Reaſon. Neither Fire, nor Sword, nor 
Rack, nor any other Inſtrument of barbarous Rage, 
cun hurt my Thoughts. I ſhall fill have the Power 
of Meditating in ſpite of them all: And I eſteem that 
the /pecifick e of a rational Creature. There's 


no ſuch Thing as Pleaſure or Pain, but what our Opi- 
aon makes ſo. I have try'd to handle Fire; Ive 


graſped hot burning Coa/s in the Palm of my Hand 


with which I now write. The devouring Element ſoon 
faſten d on my Skin, and eat its Way through into my 


Fleſh, whilſt I was buſy in contemplating its Nature 
and Efz#s, without being concern'd in any Senfe of 


Pain. I kept a tight Rein, and curb'd my Soul. 1 


held it within Compaſs, and would not ſuffer it to 
winch, or laſh, or flounce out of it ſelf, or deſcend in- 


to my Body, to reſcue the Part affected, or be concerned 
at 


at its PLIES But when reflected on the Incon- 
veniences that might follow, and that it would hinder 
me from ſerving the Grand Signior and my Friends, I. 
threw the Coals away, well ſatisfy d that I had made 
the Experiment Without prejudicing my Reaſon, or fall - 


ing into any Paſſion unbecoming a Man. 
I take as much Pleaſure in Faſting, as in Lanig or 


' Drinking; in Labour as in Reſt; in Watching as in "Al 
- . Sleep. There's no E weeſs or  Contrariety in Nature, bo 
which does not afford me as much Delight as Mediocrity, wo 
or the Calden Mean itfelf, I find a Guſt in every Thing 28 
that happens to me. And this I take to be the proper - 
Part of a Muſſulmarn, or of one reſign'd to Gd. 9 
Yet this hinders me not from buftling in the World, 7 
and proſecuting my Buſineſs with Alacrity and ſome 1 | 
. Fagerneſs, We are born for Action, and not only 59 
for "Thought, Tis a mix'd Liſe we are to lead on Fi 
Earth. But when I fail of my End or defir'd Succeſs: * 4 


in any Undertaking, I am not troubled, conſidering I: 
was born to encounter Evil as well as Good 1 in this mor- 
tal State. 
In all that I 1 ſaid, I 3s not aver to the ks | 
brated Apathy of. the Stoicłs. I feel Pleaſure and Pain 
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from the ſame Objects which thus affect other Men: But 
I feel em with Indifference, not ſuffering my Under- 
: ſtanding and- er to e with my Paſſion | 
t and Senſe. 
1 I have perceiv'd my ſelf ſometimes in 3 
1 which I thought exactly anſwered the Character of 
4 | thoſe which dying Perſons feel. And I believe they 
d were in a. Degree the very fame: Yet 1 found no pa- 
a nick Fears upon me, no Dread of that amazing 
V Change: But rather certain blooming Hopes, young, 
aff tender, ſpringing Joys, ariſing from the Thoughts of a a 
af new Life, the unavoidable Effect of that which we call 
"7 Death, wherein I promiſed my ſelf the Pleaſure of freſh 
5 Enjoyments and Diverſions, to which I was n them 
. a e | 
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If thou chinkeſt this too extravagant, and that 
Death is not. a proper Object of our Wiſhes, yet thou 
i wilt at leaſt acknowledge, that it may furniſh us with 
i ſufficient Arguments of Content and Acgaieſcence, fince 

| no Man can avoid it, and it is ſure to entertain us with 
Novelties, which we never were acquainted with be- N 
fore, - which recommends it under a very deſirable 
| Figure, becauſe human Nature - perpetually. covets new 
11 Thin : 
[| I — ſeen Ne conderaned. to Death here in 
Paris, who have been offered Lz/e on certain Conditions | 
not agreeing with their Humour; yet have refuſed i it, . 
W | | and rather choſe Death, which they knew would free 
—_— em at once from all their preſent Troubles. And thou 
N 1 know'ſt with what Reſignation our Greateſt Ba/a's 
4 ſabmit their Necks to the Executioners, when the Grand 
We | Signior thinks fit to call for their Liver. All that they 
| 
| 


= reply to the Fatal Mandate, is, The Will of my Sove- 
[i reign Lord be done. They at once gather up ** the 
= | Strength of their ſcattered: Reaſon, and ſhrink their di- 
lated Souls to a Point. Then with a redoubled Force, 
they ſhake off their Iuclinations to Honours, Riches, 
and the Pleaſures of this Life, as a Man rowzes from a 
3 long Dream or Trance. With Smiles, and a profound 
| Submiſſion they kiſs the Royal Firme, being awaken'd 
= N do the Thoughts of more IIluſtrious and Serene Joys 
|: than this grofs Earth affords, even to the ineffable Plea- 
| ſiures of Eden, the ſure Reward of thoſe that die in 
Obedience and Peace: Since they are to be eſtcem'd 
Martyrs, as well as thoſe who meet Death in the 
Field of the Sacred Combat, in the "oor for our Holy 
Faith. 

Oh! that it were e my Lot thus to expire 6 20. "LL 
to have my laſt Breath mixed with the devout Aſpira- 
tions and .Suffrages of True Believers, that ſo my Ex- 
ample might edify others, and the publick Character "Wh 
an untainted Loyalty might ak 2 my. ſelf ; Whilſt 
Fame proclaimed it before my Arrival at the inviſible - 
* to prepare the Ghoſts of Juſt Men, to bid me 

welcome, 
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welcome, and give me a kind Reception, who am yet 


wholly a Stranger in thoſe Parts of the World: For 
Death it ſelf cannot baniſh me out of the Univerſe. 


And there's my laſt Comfort. 
Thou, my dear Phyſician, wilt conclude, I'm Me- 


lancholy by this kind of D:/cour/e. But 1 tell thee, 
*tis only another Way of expreſling the ſecret Phaſure 
and Tranquillity of my Soul, which is more to be valu'd- 


by him that enjoys it, than all the Laughter and extra 


wagant Mirth in the World. 'Theſe only ruffle our 
Paſſions, and raiſe a duſt in our Eyes: Whereas the 


other compoſe and purify our Reaſon, giving us a con- 


ſtant Proſpe& of Things paſt, preſent, and to come. 


So that we can never be at a Loſs, but always ready 


equipp 'd for the worſt Contingencies. Hah, Adieu. 


Paris, 1 5th of the 1 2th Moon, 
N Year, Sad 
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LETTER X. 
To the ſame. 


" zmitate the ancient Grandeur of the Roman Em- 


perors, and their Policy. As they had their Amphi- 


theatres, whereon were exhibited all Sorts of. Shews 


and Spectacles to divert the People in Time of Peace; 
ſo have theſe their Theatres whereon, according to the 


more acceptable Mode of the preſent Age, are repre- 


ſented the various Kinds of Virtue and Vice; Men's 


Follies, and Perfe#ions ; modern Humours, and the 
ancient Morality 5 Intrigues of Love, and of State; 
furprizing Actions of War, and the ſubtle Owertures of 


Peace; the Tyranny of Sovereigns, „ and Rebellion of 
Subjeats. In fine, whatſoever is treated of in Books, 
is here ated to the Life on the Stage, and with ſo much 

N of Scenes, Interludes, Mafick, Dances, 


E 2 Language, 


WH E . of Wü in all Things ada to 
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Language, Wit, Humour, and the like charming Cir- 


cumſtances, that a Man at ſome Hours cannot better 


paſs away his Time, than in being preſent at theſe Eu- 
tertainments, Where all that he has read, either in 
ancient or modern Hiiſtory, deſerving Remark, hall 
be ſucceſlively preſented to his View, as efficaciouſly as if 
the Perions were now living, nnd. in preſence, whole 2 


Actions each Play deſcribes. 


There you ſhall be introduced as it were, into the 
Court and Camp of the Grand Cyrus ; You ſhall ac- 
company Alexander the Great in his E xpeditions thro? 
Afia : You ſhall ſee him die of Poyſon at Babylon, and 
the Macedonian Empire cantonized among his Officers : 


You ſhall behold all the Roman Ce/ars in their Riſe 


and Fall: With whatſoever Particularities were ob- 
ſervable in this or any other renown'd Monarchy on 
Earth ; not excluding the laſt and moſt univerſal Em- 


| pire of the Ottomans. For theſe Infidels preſume to act 


o'er.again the Part of Tamerlane, and lead about in 
Dramatick Triumph, the enraged, yet invincible Ba. 
jaxet In Habits, which only become the deſtin'd 
Conquerors of the World, theſe Sia, dare perſonate 
the Glorious Sohman, Mahomet the Great, the Victo- 
rious Selim, and even Amurat himſelf, the ſtouteſt Em- 
peror that ever reigned: I mean, the Uncle of our 
preſent Sovereign. f 


Beſides true Hiſtory thus repreſented, the n 


are ſometimes diverted with fabulous Entries of Gods, 


Nymphs, Fauns, Satyr on Muſes, Graces, Min ers, and 0 


whatſoever we find in the ancient Poets. 


There you ſhall ſee Prometheus fetching Fire from 
Heaven, to give Life to his Man of Clay; Lycaon 
transformed into a Wolf, for his inhoſpitable Carriage 
to Fupiter ; Ganymede ſnatched up into Heaven by an 
Eagle, and made Fupiter's Cup-bearer, for his ſingular 
0 It is pleaſant alſo to ſee Phrixus, with his 
Siſter Helle, ſwimming o'er the Helleſpont on the Back 
of a Ram, with a Golden Fleece ; whilſt the for Fear, 
falls off, and is drowned: And {rom her Name Helle 
that Sea is ſuppoſed to be ſo called. In the — 4 

while, 
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while, Phrixus ſwims forward, and arrives at Colchis, 
where he ſacrifices the Ram, and hangs the Golden 
Fleece up in the Temple; which was afterwards ſtole 
away by Faſon and his Argonauts. It is equaily di- 
venting; to ſee the Artifice of the Scenes and Machines, 
which repreſent Jupiter transforming himſelf into a 
Show'r of Gold, and fo deſcending into Dazae's Lap, 
when he begets Perſeus on her, who ſubdued the Gor- 

gons, and with Meduſa's Head turned the Cephen No- 
bles into Statues : In a word, all the ingenious Fiction 
of Or pbeus, Homer, Heſiod, Ovid, and the reſt of the 
Gree and © Roman Poets, are here tranſlated, not fo 
much from one Language to another, as from Words to 
Actions, and from dead, inanimate Characters, to 
living Figures of the Things themſelves. For theſe 
Sort of Plays are acted by Men, Women, and Children, 
culled out and educated for that Purpoſe; and the Ma- 


zagers are at a vaſt Charge, for Variety of proper 


Scenes and Dreſſes for every Occaſion; each Actor 
being exactly apparel'd according to the different Qua- 
lity of Perſons repreſented; and the Mode of the Age 
and Country wherein they lived. 

Theſe Sorts of Divertiſements are very agreeable 
both to the Court and City. The King takes great 
Delight in them, eſpecially in Ballad: and Paſiorals, 
which conſiſt chiefly. of good Songs and Dances, mixed 


with bold and uncouth Entries of Antiques, repreſent- 


ing Monſters and Devils, as the Cry . de- 
ſeribe them. 

But there was lately a Check given to. their Sport, 
by an Accident which has ſurpriz d all People that 
hear of it, and has puzzled the moſt intelligent Heads 
to give an Account of ſo ſtrange an Occurrence. 


On the 19th of this Moon, the King and the whole 


Court were preſent at a Ballet, repreſenting the Gran- 
deur of the French Monarchy. About the Middle of 
the Entertainment, there was an Antique Dance per- 
form d by twelve Maſqueraders, in the ſuppos d Forms 
of Demons, But be fore they had ad vanc d far in their 
Dance, they found an Interloper amongſt em, who 
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by increaſing the Number to Thirteen, put them quite 


out of their Meaſures ; For they practiſe every Step 
and Motion before-hand, till they are perfect. Being 
abaſh'd therefore at the unavoidable Blunders the Thir- 
teenth Anutigue made em commit, they ſtood ſtill like 
Fools, gazing at one another: None daring to unmaſk, 
or ſpeak a Word; for that would have put all the Spec- 
tators into a Diſorder and Confuſion. Cardinal Maza- 
rini (who was the chief Contriver of theſe Entertain- 
ments, to divert the King from more ſerious Thoughts) 
ſtood cloſe by the young Monarch, with the Scheme of 

the Ballet in his Hand. Knowing therefore that this 
Dance was to conſiſt but of Twelve Antiques, and 
taking Notice that there were actually Thirteen, at firſt 


ene it to ſome Miſtake. But afterwards, when he 
7 


ceived the Confuſion of the Dancers, and that they 
could not proceed, he made a more narrow Enquiry 
into the Cauſe of this Diſorder. To be brief, they con- 
vinc'd the Cardinal, that it could be no Error of theirs, 
by a Kind of Demonſtration, in that they had but 


twelve Antique Dreſſes of that Sort, which were made 


on purpoſe for this particular Ballet; whereas the thir- 
teenth Dancer was diſguis'd after the ſame Manner. 
Therefore they concluded, that either the Devil or 
ſome Body elſe, had put a Trick on them. That 
which made it ſeem the greater Myſtery was, that when 
they came behind the Scenes to uncaſe, and examine the 
Matter, they found but twelve Antiques, whereas on 
the Stage there were thirteen. ETAL” is 

The preciſer Sort of Bigots gave it out for certain, 
That the Devil was amongſt em: Whilſt others more 
probably ſay, Was only | ſome envious or ambitious 
Dancing-Maſter, who was either reſolv'd to be reveng d 
for not being one of the Twelve, or deſign'd to ſhew ) 
his Parts Incognito againſt another Opportunity, and in 


the Interim, ſet the Court a wond'ring at his ſingular 


Sæill and Dexterity : For it was obſerv'd, that one of 
the thirteen far ſurpaſs d all the reſt, and did Things to 
a Mir ack . | 24 : 


Be 


j WE, Le ESI 


wv 


a RR fra 


Paris, 30th of the 1 7 Moon, 
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Be it how it will, it has brought to Memory a Paſ- 
ſage that happen'd on the like Occafion at a Town not 
far from Paris, about eighteen Years ago, yet was not 


half fo much talk'd of then, as tis now; which was 


the Reaſon, I took no Notice of it in any of my Let- 
ters. But now they are big with it: Tis the neral 
Diſcourſe of all Companies who make Compariſons of 


that Event with this. Ferhaps 'twill not be unpleaſant 
to thee to know it. 


In the Vear 1644, toward the latter End, a Com- 
pany of Stage- Players were at a Place call d 2 itry, en- 
tertaining the People with Comedies; but there hap- 
pen'd ſomething really tragical to one of the Ackors. 
This Man was to perform the Part of one Dead, and 


then he was to revive again by Magick, He N | 


Part too truly, and batfled the Necromancer Art 


when he touch'd him with his Talfſinan, as the Rules 
of the Play requir'd, in order to his Refurrection, the 


inanimate Trunk could not Obey. The Man was 
ä Dead indeed. © 


Whether he ovicſiain 4 himſelf in imitating the ſi- 


_ Tent, ſtill, and irrecoverable Privations of that paſſive 


State, and gave his flippery Soul a ſtrong Tempration, 
With a fair Opportunity to eſcape its Bonds; or whether 


Heawen had a particular Hand in ſo remarkable a Ca- 


tafirophe, I will not preſume to divine. But this and 
the other Occurrence, has put the People que out of 
Conceit with Plays. 


Sage Hali, remember the Wrabian Proverb, whith 
fays, "Tis not geh to feſt ith Gol, Death, or the Devil. 


For the Firſt neither tan, nor avill be mocÞ d; "the Second 


mocks all Men, one Time or other; and the Third puts 


- eternal 8 artaſm on * that are too Me names 88 1 
Hin. 
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EX 0 D 1 my Soul, 80 hay H e a0 

my Nature inſide out, make me a Monſter of a 
new Predicament, or annihilate me, which he pleaſes, 
if J am not true to my Truſt; 1 the' Fern of che 
Porte ſuſpect me. "OA 

By the Thoughts of Mabomet our Holy Lawgiver, 
whilſt he was climbing the boundleſs Heights of the 
Firmament, T've a Heart like the Roman Curtius Who 
bravely leap'd into the fithomleſs .4by/5 to. fave his 
Country from Ruin. They miſtake Mabmat, who 
think he'll be. pimp'd out of his Loyalty by Frowns/ or 
Smiles, Flatteries or Threats, Gold or Tortures. Id 
run the Riſque of Damngtion it {elf to ſerve my. Sove- 
reign, or to do any Thing becoming a Man of Honour. 
Yet my Superiors uſe me like a Villain or a Traytor. 
Their Letters are full of Reproaches and Threatnings, 
as if I were not worthy to live. Tis ſtrange to me, 
whence all this Malice ſhould proceed; and that after 1 
have done and ſuffer'd all that eould be expected from 
a Muſſulman in my Poſt, to demonſtrate my incorrup- 
tible Fidelity to the Grand Signior, I ſhould ſtill be per- 
ſecuted as a Tracer, and Enemy to the Ottoman an | 
Teſt. I know not what to think of it. 

If I have done 'any Thing which deſerves Death or 

Impriſonment, why do not they ſend for me to Con- 
ftantinople, and execute Juſtice on me? Or if L am not 
thought fit to continue any longer in this Poſt, why do 
they not call for my Commiſſion, and give it ſome Body 
better qualify'd ? Either of theſe would be a merciful 
Proceeding, compar'd with the more crue/ and ignomi- 
nious Way they have invented to murther me: For, 
"now, they put me to a lingring Death, by continually 
corroding and waſting the Peace of my Soul, which is 
my 2 With Contempts and Reproaches. 


I am 


* 


TREAT : * 
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I am not at all troubled when they tax me with Aa- 
theiſm, or ſay, I'm a &/71baſehi, a Libertine, a Chriſtian, 
a Heathen Philſopher ; or when they are pleas'd to make 
a Monſter of me, a Mungrel Gallimaufry, a walking 
Hotpotch, compounded of Few, Tur, Nazarene, and 
Epicure, In loading me with theſe opprobrious Titles, 
they rank me with ſome of the greateſt Mortals, and 
engage even our Holy Prophet himſelf to eſpouſe my 
Cauſe, and vindicate my Reputation; ſince he is in 
_ theſe very Terms blaſphem'd by the Followers of Fe- 

ſus Thoſe Infidels forgetting that their own Me/fas 
was after the like manner traduc'd by the Feaus, who 
call'd him Inpoſtor, Magician, Heretick, Devil, and I 
know not what. This has been the Lot of all holy 
Men and Prophets, to be envy'd and aſpers'd by the 
Grandees of the Nation and Age wherein they liv'd: 

Becauſe they boldly remov'd their Vices, and taught 
them the ſincere Maxims of Virtue both by Word and 
Example. And though I have not Vanity enough to 
lit my ſelf in the Number of Prophets, or perfect 
Men; yet I have Reaſon to conclude, that all this Per- 

ſecution is rais'd againſt me, on the Account of the Liber- 
ty J take to reprehend the Errors and Failings of thoſe, 
who are Slaves to the Grand Seignior as well as I: Tho“ 
J have been commanded to do this by the moſt Auguſt 
Miniſter of the Empire. But great Men in Power love 
not to be told of their Faults. They wou'd live Aribi- 
trary as Sovereigns, without the leaſt Check or Controul. 
They will rather cheriſh a thouſand Flatterers and Syco- 


i phants, than ſuffer one Dz2genes to live: | 
5 But that which vexes me moſt is, that they glance 
ot upon me in ſome Expreſſions, as if I were falſe to the 
10 Truſt which is repos'd in me. A Crime for which I 
dy ever had an invincible Abhorrence, and which wou'd 
fal Tooner- tempt me a thouſand Times to die, than to be 
EY once guilty of it. Thou know'ſt my Temper, and F 
or, need ſay no more. 535 N 
Ily I ſhou'd have burſt with Grief and Indignation, had 
A I. not given my Reſentments this Vent, and that to 
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Friend who, by knowing my Affliction, takes one 
Half of it for. his own Share, DAN rd, Kut 


Baris, 24 of the 4th Moon, 
P the Tear 1662. 


LETTER XII. 


T Ibrahim Eli Zeid, Hadgi, Preacher 2 


e the Seraglio. 95 


H E V have a Proverb here i in the Wa, which | 

ſays, All is not Gold that glifters. And tis fre- 
KF verify'd in their own Priefts, who are generally: 
the greateſt Hypocrites in the World. 
I had not been long in this City, before I ſent a Let- 
ter to Bedredin, Superior of the Derviſes of Cogni in 
Natolia, whoſe Soul is now with Gon; wherein I gave 
him an Account of the Converſe I once had with a 
Jeſuit. For, pretending to be a Student and Retainer 
to the Clergy, I cou'd not avoid the Company of Ec- 


clefiaſticks ; beſides, it was my Intereſt to inſinuate in- 


to. their Acquaintance; and to tell the Truth, I have 


made it a great Part of my Buſineſs to gain a Familia- 


rity with Prieſts and Derviſes, ever ſince I. came hi - 
_—.: 
There was 8 of Reaſon for this, on . 


Accounts. For I improv'd my ſelf much 'by the So- 


cicty of thoſe amongſt them that are learned; and 
edif/ d not a little by the very Ignorance and Follies of. 
others. From ſome I ſqueez d out ſecrets of State, and 
the Deſigns of Cabals: By others I penetrated into the 


myſterious Vices of their own Order. In a Word, all of 


them. taught me ſomething or other which I: knew. not 
before; and I never had. occaſion to . of _—_— 


them Company. 


I contraſted a DE Friendſhip with an- honeſt 
Eciar or. two in this Gy, who were Perſons of Can- 


Vol. VI. 


a SPY at PARIS. - oy 
dor and Learning: But now they are dead. Beſides, I 
have had no ſmall Intimacy with Cardinal Ricblieu, 
and his Succeſſor Mazarini. I tell thee, if I had not 
coveted the Friendſhip of theſe Princely Prieſts, yet it 
had been impoſſible to eſcape their Knowledge, as ob 
ſcure a Figure as I make. For, it was their conſtant 
Practice, thus to ſeek out all the Strangers and Travel- 
lers in this City, under Pretence of that great Regard 
they had for Men of Merit; bees in _ to FRO out: 
of them Foreign Secrets. 

Cardinal Richlieu profeſs'd a great Kindneſs to me, 
becauſe I had been at Conſtantinople, and in other Parts 
of the Grand Signior's Dominions. He ſeem'd allo to 


value me not a little for my Skill in interpreting Greek, 
Sclavonick, and other Languages of the Eaft. What he 
thought of me it's Heart, I cannot divine; but I have 
Reaſon to think that he ſuſpected me for a e min 


And yet I wonder he never ſearch'd for t 

Proof, the Mark of tare, ok Perhaps, twas an 
Effect of his good Nature, as being loth to ruin me ir- 
recoverably. But I rather aſcribe' it to Providence, 
which wou'd not ſuffer him, it may be, to make ſo fatal 
a Reflection: Vet by his Order ſome Vears ago, I was 
impriſon'd for fix Moons.” '' What the Meaning on't was, 
1 could never dive into. But I had a ſhrewd jealouſy 
of a certain 25 ranfilvanian Reſident at this Court, Who 
perhaps might do me ſome ill Offices. The World's 
like a Lottery, wherein we mult TPO to meet with 
many unlucky Chances. 

By what I have faid, thou wile eafily perceive, that 
tho the Prieſts make à fair Semblance of Piety, Mor- 
tification,” and other Religious Virtues, yet they are 
great Buſy-Bodies, and wholly taken up in ſecular At- 
A.. 


If this were the worſt Character they Ave they 


might paſs for very = Men, and neceſſary Inſtru- 
e 


ments of the publick Welfare: Becauſe they have the 


Tutelage and Guardianſhip of all Mens Conſciences; 


they form em in their Vouth, and govern 'em in their 


ripeſt Vears: Beſides, * have many e 
ſtudy- 


84 LETTERS Writ by Vol. VI. 
ſtudying the Politicks more than other Men, as being 
all Educated in the Academias, where if they be not ve- 
ry dull, they cannot fail of becoming good Hiſtorians, 
and indifferent Sateſmen. For, their Libraries abound. 
with all. manner. of antient and modern Writers, and | 
their ee is. e 4 refin'd and pregpant in. : 

| Intrigues.. Lig a Are. 

But chey corrupt cheir Learning with, falſe Maxims: 
which they borrow from an in Pride and Sen- 
ſuality; perſuading themſelves that they are as far 
above other Men, that is; the Laity, as thoſe: are a- 
above the Beaſs; that Gop has beſtowed on them 
a Dignity ſuperior to that of the greateſt Temporal. Mo 
narchs; and, in ſine, that this Zarth is a Paradi iſs. 
and, themſelves, the Gods and Lords of it. 

When I ſpeak at this Rate of the Nazarene Priefts,. 

underftand me not without Reſtriction. There are 

ſome good and hely Men amongſt them, Perſons of un» 

blemiſh'd Manners, and incorrupt Sincerity. But, 

theſe. are very rare; and the French Prieſtis are eſteem'd 
the moſt lincere of any within the Tops RE the Roman 
b Church. 

As for the lalas Clergy, they ar are meer + ITY 5. 
the moſt debauch'd and profligate Fellows in the World. 

Adonai the Feav, à late private Agent of the Grand 
Signior, who had travell'd up and down. thro all 1za/, 
and reſided a conſiderable Time in the chief Cities and 
Towns of, Note, made many curious Obſervations and 
Remarks on the Lives of the. Prieſts, which he ſet 
down in his Journal. This I have by me now, it being 
ſent me, according to my Deſire, after his Death by. 

Zeidi Alaman xi, his Succeſſor in „ n who is 
at preſent at Venice. | 

[ have perus'd this Relation my ſelf, with no ſmall 

11 and believe twill not be unwelcome to thee, 
to give thee an Abſtract of what he ſays. 

It is poſſible, he may exaggerate ſome Things, and 
deliver himſelf too partially in others, out of the natu- 
ral and inherent Averſion the Fews have for the Chri- 

| ow But thou wit. find, that in the 1 he in- 


ſiſts 
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ſiſts only on ſuch Reflections as it becomes any Man to 
make, who ou the! leaſt 1 common r l 
and Reaſon- o f 
In the firſt Place, he nds Fault wks the: Eccleſia. 
| Ricks, in that they abſtain from Marriage theinſelves, yet 
recommend that State to the Laity as a very holy Sacra- 
ment and Myſtery of Religion: : Whilſt they indulge 
themſelves at the fame Time in all manner . Laſci- 
viouſneſs; wallowing in Fornication, Adultery, Inceſt, 
and Sodomy, it elf He ſays, there is hardly one | 
Prieſt in Ten, who does not keep two or three Harlots ; 
and the moſt Recluſe Derviſes, are either Pimps to other 
Mens Luſts, or they indulge their own with the moſt 
infamous Courtezans and Catamites. Theſe Pretenders-* 
to Perſection and Sanctity, are oſten found Maſquerad-- 
ing and Revelling about the Streets, in the Time of. 
the Carnival, with.a Company of Whores for their 
Attenddnts. Nay, all the Vear round their Monaſte- 
ries are no other than Stews or Brothe/-hoaſes. They 
introduce Women into their Celli in a monaſtici Habit, 
and ſo they paſs for Men who come to viſit them as 
Friends, Relations, or Travellers. Theſe Ladies of 
Pleaſure lie thus conceal'd - for many Days and Nights 
together. And the Superior of the Convent winks at. 
this for. a little Money, Hangs moſt. commonly as bad 
as any of them. r 5 : 
Theſe Hof Fathers go marching and Aauching along. 
the Streets, in the moſt | mortify'd manner imaginable. 
You wou'd take em for perfe&t Santones and [diots.' 
Vet this is all but Mummery,. whilft they are the moſt 
glozing Hypocrites in the World, meer Devils in a City, 
and abounding in wicked Thoughts and Practices. 
* Aabani tells a pleaſant Story of a young Monaſtick 
1 of Sts. Dominic#s Order at Roms. This Monk was of. 
>, noble Extraction, and his Parents were very, rich and 
powerful in the City. On which Account he was in- 
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d dulg d, many Liberties deny'd to the reſt of his i 
u- aus Brethren. He was permitted to carry good 

ie tities of Gold and Silver about him, for his pe aal 
n- cm 3 and-to wear a ſecular Habit, ſuitable to his 


its Birth 


86 Lx＋rTERS Writ by Vol, VI” 
Birth and Quality. But this Liberty had like to have 
rov'd fatal to him one Night during the Carnival. | 
7 was late, and very dark, when this religious 
Bully was beating the Streets, upon the Hunt for 
Whores 3 and walking under certain Piazzas near the 
River Yber, he was accoſted by a Woman mask'd, and 
in a very good Dreſs, who ſpoke to him frankly; aſk- 
ing him the Way to I Rotundo. This is the Name of 
a Church in Rome, dedicated to Al the Saints; In 
the Time of the Gentiles, twas call d Pantheon, or the 
Temple of all the Gods. The Monk being in one of 
his rambling Equipages,. and his Inclinations equally - 
bent on. Pleaſure ; having alſo a hundred Fl#ins about 
him; preſently made anſwer, He wou'd conduct 
ker to the Place ſhe enquired for. She, after ſome coun- 
terfeit Eſſays of a modeſt Repulſe, at len * accepted 
his Offer: And by the Way, he perſuaded her into a 
Tavern. The cunning Nymph managed her Buſineſs 
fo well, that the Monk over- heated with Wine, and 
other coſtly Entertainments, grew ſo in Love with her, 
that he forgot ſhe was. to go to the Pantheon, and of- 
fered to wait on her Home. She accepted the Motion, 
and telling him her Houſe was ſeated on the Banks of 
the Tyber, they return'd the fame Way as they came. 
When they arriv'd at the Piazza's, Where they firſt 
met, three Perſons appear'd muffled up in Cloaks: Two 
of which ſuddenly ſeiz d the Monk, holding their Pon- 
yards at his Breaſt ; whilſt the Third diſeloſing the hid- 
den Light of a dark Lanthorn, which he held in his 
Hand, faſten'd on the Lady, and made her unmaſk. 
As ſoon as he ſaw her Face, he flamp'd and rav'd, 
menac'd and ſwore he would be the Death of that Vil- 
lain who had debauch'd his Wife. All this was but a 
fore-laid Deſign. In a Word, after-all the Parts of an 
abus'd, incens'd, revengeful Husband, acted to the 
Eife, at lat, through the Intereeſſion of the two other 
Ruffians, and the Monk's penitent and ſubmiſſive Ad- 
dreſs, it was concluded to ſpare his Life, and only 
ſtrip him naked; leaving him in that Condition to: 
ſeek his Fortune among the Watch, l 
This 
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This was ſoon put in Execution, and the Free- 


booters, with all their Prey, ſecurely march'd off. The 
poor Monk, thus miſerably abandon'd, without Gar- 
ments, Money,. or any 'Thing to comfort him in this 
Calamity, or to bribe the Watch, gave himſelf over to 
Melancholy and Deſpair, in regard this Accident would 
bring an eternal Infamy on him, and he ſhould be no 
longer able to ſhew his Face in Rome, the Sear of his 
Nativity ;. nor among any of his Kindred and Friends, 
Sometimes he thought to drown himſelf. in the ber; 
or elſe to counterfeit a Phrenzy, and ſo run Brasuling. 
arivelling,, and talking Nonſenſe thro? the Streets; ho- 
ping the reſt. wou d never be divulg e. 
Whilſt he was in theſe penſive Thoughts, irreſolute 
what to do, the Vaich walking their Rounds; bolted. 
upon him on a ſudden ; and ſeeing a naked Man, at 
that Time of Night, in ſuch a /e/:tary Place, at firſt 
were ſtartled, as tho' they had met. a G,; but recol- 
lecting themſelves better, they boldly ſeiz d his Perſon, 
and examin'd how he came in that Condition. 
It was in vain for him to beg, intreat, and promiſe 
any Thing, if they wou'd not expoſe him to open 


Shame. This did but increaſe their Curiofty and Suf 


ficion, In a word, the Place of their Rendezvous be- 
ing very near the ſame Tavern where this unfortunate 
Monk had regal'd his Strumpet, they led him thither, 
and kept him Priſoner till the Morning. He that kept 
the Houſe remember d his Face again; and knowing 


that the Governor of Rome had a ſecret Eumity againſt. 


the Monk, and all his Race, ſent him private Intelli- 
gence of this Adventure, encouraging him to take this 
Opportunity of. Revenge; hinting withal, that he need 
not take Notice, that he knew the Monk, but only 
puniſh him as an ordinary Fellow, breaking the Laws 
ef the City. | e | 
The Governor, glad of this Occaſion, when the 
Monk was brought before him, order'd him to be 
whipp'd through the very Street where his Monaſtery 
ſtood. This was done accordingly ; and as he paſs'd 


buy the Gate, his Brethren, ſeeing him in that Condition, 


ruſh'd. 
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ulld out, and reſeu -d him from che Execurioners 
Hands, breathing Revenge againſt the Governor, and all 
that were concern d in putting this Diſhonour on their 
Houſe and the whole . YAN 1 

I. muſt be forc'd to break off; beſbre I have informed 
ches of half their Tricks, leſt. I ſhou'd- tire thee with - 
the Length of my Letters. Beſides, it is neceſſary for 
me to. conclude, unleſs I wou'd N my e 
For the Poſt tarries for no Man. 

Venerable Hadi, live thou 3 * the rens plea- 
ſargs. of Virtue and Innocence, and pray for Mahmut, 
that he may never be ſtain'd with the Corruptions' min 
Vices of Jnfide/s, among whe: he reſides, I Hie de 
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_ To the Chiaus Baſh... 8 


T H E French King' s Genine: ſeems: altogether Ya | 
on. Martial and Politick- Affairs; and tho' he 
allows ſome Moments to his Love, yet the greateſt Part 
of his Time is conſecrated to the .neceflary Affairs of 
State, and to the Improvement of Military Diſcipline. 
This has been his Courſe ever ſince the Death of Car- 
dinal Maxarini. That Miniſter, | whilſt he was living, 
endeayour'd nothing fo earneſtly as to divert the young 
Monarch from minding. Buſineſs, . by Plays, Ballads, 
and other ſoft Entertainments. But as ſoon as he was 
dead, the King began by degrees to forſake his youthful 
| Recreations, and look into the Affairs of his Govern- 
ment. 
Ihe firſt bold TR of Regal Cherie which he 
gave, was the ſuppreſſing the Superintendant of the Fi- 
nances, a very antient Offce-in France, but much abus'd 
* late I thoſe © wha have enjoy'd it. For having. the 
Ma- 
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Management of the Royal Revenues, it has been found 
out, that they embezzelPd them to their own' private 
Uſes, purchaſing Houſes, Caſtles, Towns, and the fair-- 
eſt Eſtates in the Kingdom: for them and their Poſterity, 
The laſt in this 1 was the Sieur Fuugaer; who, 
beſides the Waſte he made of the King's Money in this 
Kind, was lay ying up an extraordinary Proviſion' of 
Arms and Powder in in Bell He, a Sea-Port'of Fantec 
Which gave the King ſo great a Saſpirien of his ill De. 
ens, that he went in Perſon after him as far as Nantes 3 5 
and being there farther informed of a private Corre/þome 
dence held between the. Sieur-Fouguet, and ſome Males 
contents of Cardinal de Retz's Party, he caus'd him to 
be arreſted, and ſent Priſoner to the Wood of Vinciennes: 
From whence he has ſince been brought to the Bai. 
This was done in the 9th Maon of the laſt Vear, and 
was the Occaſion of erecting a new Chamber of Fuſtice, 
to enquire into the Conduct of thoſe who were employed 
by Hauguet in the Management of the Finances. 
The great - Diſcoveries this Chamber has already 
made of the Cheats and Fricks practiſed. by thoſe 
through whoſe Hands the King's Revenues have paſs? d, 


will, it's thought, move the King to a 

perpetual and * Sorvertign. Court of. Inquiſi tion Sou 

not the Value of an {per ſhall ra. a. be paid 

of the Royal Treaſury, without the Approbation of this | 

Chamber. He has alſo retrenched many ſuperfluous 

Offices in his Houſhold, that he may. the more ag ſup- 
| port. the Charges of thoſe that are neceſfary. 

Thou wilt better comprehend the Willom of this 
Prince, when thou ſhalt know, that he truſts nothing 
abſolutely to his Miniſters, but pries into every Thing 
himſelf. He examines Matters of the ſmalleſt Mo- 
ment, as narrowly. as the moſt important Concerns. He 
makes daily Reformations among his domeſtick Ser- 
vants, and new models both the Army and the State. 
Which. is alſo no ſmall, Argument of his Courage, and 
the Greatneſs of his hg 3. in that he dares contradict 

the Metliods of all his Progenitors ; ; take the Frame of 


this — Government, as it were, to pieces; and 
having 
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90 LET TENS Vrit by Vol, VI. 
having mended every Thing that was amiſs, join it to- 
gether again; but after a Pattern wholly depending on 
his own Judgment. This has aftoniſh'd the greateſt Stateſ- 
men of the Age, who confider the Boldneſs of the 
Undertaking, and yet cannot find one falſe Step in his 
Mieaſures. For, whereas formerly the Princes of the 
Blood, the Officers of the State, the Governors of Pro- 
vinces, with other Grandees, having given frequent 
Trouble to the Kings of France, and not ſeldom+rats'd 
Civil War when any thing diſgufted them (fo great was 
their Power, and fo ſmall their Dependance on the 
King:) This Monarch has by a happy Effect of his 
Judgment and Reſolution, given ſo dexterous a Turn to 
the whole Syſtem of the Publick, that the Princes find 
themſelves more aggrandiz'd than ever; the Officers of 
the Crown perceive their Dignity increas'd with new 
Luftres, and the Governors of Provinces exetciſe a 
ſtronger Hand over their Subjects; yet all of them are 
reduc'd to an entire Dependance on the King himſelf, 
not being in a Capacity ever to rebel again. Which is 
eſteem'd a Miracle of Policy. As he has thus gain'd 
the Point of his Subjects at home, and eſtabliſhed his 
Realm in the moſt perfect Oeconemy than can be ima- 
gined; ſo he has recovered a particular Honour abroad, 
that till this Time has been always diſputed between the 
Crowns of France and Spain. „„ 
It ſeems an Ambaſſador from Seger arriv'd at the 
Englib Court in the 10th Moon of the laſt Vear: The 
French Ambaſſador ſent his Coaches to honour the 
Publick Entry, as is uſual between Friends. But the 
Spanih Ambaſſador, deſigning to affront the French, 
ſent his Coaches alſo to attend the Ceremony, accompa- 
ny'd by his own Servants, and a Rable of idle Perſons 
whom he had hir'd on purpoſe. Theſe fell on the French 
as they were paſſing along the Street, kill'd ſeveral of 
them, and by Force ſtopp'd their Coaches, till thoſe of 
he Spamſo Ambaſſador were got before them; the 
Pre- eminence of Place being the chief Thing aim'd at. 
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This was highly reſented at the French Court, and 

every body thought that a freſh War would break out 

again between the two Nations on this Account. The 

angry young Monarch commanded the Spaniſb Ambaſ- 

ſador Reſident here to depart the Kingdom; and when 

another was ſent to ſupply his Place; the King forbad 

him to enter his Dominions. Complaints were made at 

Madrid, and all Things tended to a Rupture. Till at 

length the King of Spain having promiſed to make 
Satisfaction, his Ambaſſador was received at this Court, 

| Who aſſured the King, That his Maſter diſavow'd the 
Action of his Miniſter in England, and had given ex- 

preſs Command to all his Ambaſſadors in Foreign 

Courts, not to diſpute the Place with thoſe of France, 

but to yield it to the latter, where they ſhould both be 

preſent at the ſame Entry. This was declar'd in the 

preſence of thirty Foreign Miniſters reſiding at this 

| Court. Which has _ rais'd a vaſt Reputation to the 
King of France among all his Neighbours, and truck 
5 the greater Reverence into his Subjects at home. 
2 In a word, he is look'd upon as the moſt fortunate. 

; Prince in Chriftendom, and every State courts his 
k Friendſhip. He gives the Law to the reſt of Europe; 
yet remains himſelf Arbitrary and above Controul. 

How long his Affairs will continue at this Height, is 

known. only to God, who exalts and abaſes whom he 

pleaſes 3 who is the ſole Monarch of all Things, reign- 

ing for ever without the leaſt Shadow of Revolution or 
—... ͤ $54 55757 „ eee e hee 


Paris, 1 2th of the 7th Moon, 
ile Tear 1662, 
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LETTER, Ty.” 
* the fie. 


r was img: er 1 Aniſrd my ſes bene hg 
the Hour of the Devil's Range, when the Infernal 


Spirits are permitted to air themſelves in this. Upper 
World. Methoughts I heard the Clattering Eecho of 


the Gates of Paradiſe, which are ſnut at that Seaſon to 


keep out the Dæmons from entering and diſturbing the 


Repoſe of the Bleſs d. This made me conclude ſo ab- 


ruptly, leſt ſome; buſy Scribe of the Darle Regions, 


thould have inſerted Evil in my Letter whilſt I were 
aſleep. I recommended my | ſelf to God, and went 
to Bed. After two Hours reſt, awaking, I perceivd by 
the Crowing of the Cocks, that the Troops of Hell 
were retir d to their Den, chac'd down by Arcturus 
and the Guardian Conſtellations of the South, and by 
the Angels of the ſecond Watch. Then I aroſe, and 
chearfully addreſsd my ſelf to God, praiſing him for 
the ſucceſſive Benefits of Day and Night, and extolling 
his magnificent Works, with the exquiſite Order that 
he has eſtabliſh'd in the World. Remembring alſo that 
1 was a Man, and not born to ſleep, but to ſerve the 
Grand Signior and my Friends, I readily ſet Pen to 
Paper again, to give thee a farther - Account of the 
French King and his Court, with n Occurrences as 
have happen'd of late. 

This Monarch 1s very angular i in his Conduct and 
Manner of Life; not brooking to be confin'd to the 
Maxims of others; but ſquaring all his Actions by 
Rules ot his own : Yet tis difficult to find a Fault in his 
Proceedings. He hears the Advice of his Counſellors 
and Friends; and when they have done, he convinces 
them in many Things, that they are under a Miſtake ; 
which makes *em admire the Force of his Reaſon, and 
the Readineſs of his Wit, eſpecially when they ſee the 


Events anſwering Expectation. 


Neither 


WW as as as 
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Neither is he altogether ſo intent on State Matters, 
but that he ſometimes gives himſelf the Diverſion of a 
familiar Diſcourſe with the moſt ingenious Artiſts of all 
ſorts, who find themſelves much improv'd by the 
Quickneſs of his Invention, and the Solidity of his 
Judgment in the Mechanicks: For he is an excellent 
Gun-· &mith, Sword-Cutler, Arroau- maler, and Ne 7 
Thing that becomes a King to profeſs.” 

He is a good Architect alſo, and tales vaſt Delig he f 
in Buildings, having laid the Foundations of 2 
magnificent Structures, Palaces of a noble Deſign, and 
intended to outvy the moſt polite and glorious Fabricks 
of antient Greece and Nome. For, I tell thee, this 
Monarch would not n come ſhort of oy of the 
Co/ar 5. 1 

At the Ne of this Vear, he l his” 
Court, by #:Promotion of ſixty two Knights of the 
Holy Spirit. I have often mention'd this Order in my 
Letters to the Miniſters of the Porte; and thou that haſt 
been in France know ſt, that tis the next Step to being 
made Peer of the Realm. I ſhall only inform thee, 
that during the Ceremonies of this laſt Promotion, the 
Dukes of Vendoſine and Longueville had a Feud about 
the Precedency, which at laſt was adjuſted in favour of 
the former. In a Word, the King declar'd the Houſe 
of Vendoſme to have a Right of Priority before all other 
Princes, and to ſucceed in the Throne elf, next after 
the Houſe of Bourbon. 

This is Iook'd upon as a bold Effort of Royal power, 
and has ſtartled all the Court. No leſs ſurprized were 
they to ſee the Duke of Lorrain reſign all his Eſtates to 
the King of France, reſerving only the Poſſeſſion of 
'em during his Life. 

And, now the King having weather che Point with! 
all his Enemies, both Foreign and Domeſtick, ſtudies. 
nothing more earneſtly, than to divert his Queen, and 
to let his Subjects taſte the Sweets of Peace, the Effect 
of his matchleſs Fortune, to which even crowd Heads 


he ind. themſelves ee to how and ſubmit. 
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ment was held a Toarnament or 'Carouſel, as the French 


call it. This is a fort of Exerciſe on Horſeback, in 
Imitation of the ancient Manner of fighting with Spear 
and Shield, _ DUET TT OY BELLE Ke 


The: Place: where they ran; was tail'd about, and 


magnificent Choi/es erected for the Queen and Ladies of 
the Court to fit in, as Spectators. The Divertiſement 
was very pompous ; and the King was one of the Com- 


batants, The reſt were the Duke of Orleans the 


King's Brother, the Prince of Cena, the Duke of 
Enguien Son to the Prince, and the Duke of 
Guize. Each of theſe led a Troop of Horſe into the 
Field. That of the King's was habited after the man- 


ner of the old Roman Knights. The Duke of Or/cans's 


made a Figure like the Perfans: The Prince of Conde's 


repreſented the Ottoman: The Duke of Enguien's 


Troops were in Indian Habits; and the Duke of Guize's 
appear d like the Se/vages of America. It would be 
too tedious to deſcribe the particular Magnificence of 
each. Suffice it to ſay, that they were all prodigiouſly 


majeſtick and rich in their Equipage: The Courſes allo 
they made were brave and full of Gallantry. But the 
Prize, which was a Diamond of great Value; was. 


adjudged to the Prince of Conde by the Queen-Mother. 

One of the former Kings of France loſt his Life at 
this Royal Exerciſe, being run through the Eye into 
the Brain by the Spear of an Engliſb Knight then at the 
French Court, and one of the Combatants: For which 
reaſon, the following Kings of France forbore to ex- 
poſe themſelyes to the like Danger : But this young 
Mars fears nothing, being as venturous and bold as was 
Sultan Amurat, the Trophies of whoſe victorious Com- 
bit with the Perfan Challenger at the Siege of Babylon 
h ing up in the Treaſury to this Day, as Monuments of 
his invincible Courage and Strength. Sultan Achmet 
alſo took great Delight in throwing the Lance with his 
Courtiers in the Aimeidan. Theſe are Sports fit for 
Kings and great Generals. And ſome of the Roman 
Cz/ars themſelves would play the Gladiators. 
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It is not lawful for. me to cenſure or reflect on the 
Actions of my Soyereign. But I will tell thee what 
the French ſay of him by way of Contempt; 3. That he 
never combated in bis own Perſon with any Thing but 
timorous Hanes and Hinds. It makes me bluſh to hear 
the great Emperor of the E 4% thus blaſphem'd by the 
prophane Mouths of Infde/s. And it were to be wiſh'd 
ha good dg © Fong rprizing Action, to raiſe himſelf ano- 

I ro mare, but e Hes. 

to God andthe, Was Angel. 1 
Paris, . 1 3 12 2th 
. Ker FO. e do, on 


LETTER xv. 


2. 200 Raalteder a Merchant at ve. g 


Ti HOU tat 4 obliged ods od 
that ample Hiſtory of thy Life, which thy — 


contains. I eſteem thee not the worſe becauſe thou 
wert born of Chri/ftian Parents, but rather put the higher 
Value on thy Merit, in that being bred in Super/tztion 
and Error, thou haſt voluntarily embraced the 'Truth, 
without any Proſpect of advancing thy Intereſt.” = 
When a Man of a noble Stock, born to Riches and 
Honours, bred in Syftne/s and Delights, and actually 
poſſeſſed of a fair E/ate, ſhall thus abandon his Coun- 
ry, Relations, Friends, and Acquaintance, with all his 
native Rights and Emnjoyments, purely for the Love of 
God, reſigning himſelf wholly to the Will of Deftiny, 
and the Conduct of Providence, without conſulting his 
own Eaſe and Delight in this World; 'tis an evident 
Sign of a faithful kart, and that his Bugriq i is with- 
out ma | Y 
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| _ Lavens wha by. Vol. VI. 


All this, and much more, it ſeems,” thou haſt done, 


and therefore thou'can'ft not fail of Sm happy in bene 


World, andi in Paradiſe, 


Ss Es 0 


7 8 and 2 actual Tran ery 


Europe, Afia, and Africa, This is the only Way to 
learn true and compleat Wiſdom. For, a Man edifies 
a thouſand Times more by his own og Experience 
of Things, than by all the moſt elegant Deſcriptions 
that can be made by others. Beſides b% Advantage of 
becoming expert in the ſeveral Languages and Dialecks of 


the Earth ; which he can never learn ſo perfectly in 


Books, as by converſing with the Natives of each Coun- 


try through which he paſſes. 


Beyond all this, there is an infinite Pleaſure in ſeeing the 


Variety of Objects, which every where expoſe themſelves 

to a Traveller's Eye. There is nothing more delight- 
ful to human Nature, than to try all Things. Man is 
cloy'd with what is too familiar to him. The moſt 


magnificent Palace would appear like a Priſon to him 


that were always confin'd to it. The greateſt Fields 


and moſt ſhady Groves would afford us no Refreſhment, 
it we had not Liberty to ſtrangle out of them when we 
Pleaſed. Man is naturally wild as other Animals, and 
*tis as bad as Death to be reftram'd of his Freedom. 


had rather at certain Seaſons range a Wilderneſs, all 


over. run with Weeds and Briars, than in the moſt re- 

and fragrant Garden in the World. I would 
willingly chuſe the Fatigue of elimbing up a high, 
ſteep,” craggy Mountain, for the Sake of a new and 
larger Proſpect, before the Eaſe of walking always i in 
a low Valley, or even Plain, tho) graced with never ſo 


many inviting Objects, which muſt always be the ſame : 


So fulſome are the wp en oe are daily” en 
to. 

-T doubt not but that it was. wha agreeable to e in 
thy Journies, when every Remove thou madeſt from 
Stage to Stage, promis'd thee, ſomething novel and freſh. 
A Man in ſuch Caſes is * to think the Sun himſelf 

new, 
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new. Who has ſhined upon him from his Nativity: 
The Air; the Earth, and Waters appear not the ſame 
Elements, in different Places; or if our Reaſon con- 
vinces us their Nature is not changed, yet we look upon 
them as Maſpurnades, every Day in a new Bre: 
eſpecially when” wei go from one Religion, and Climate 
to; another the Strangeneſs of the Digguiſe is height» 
ende S0Infinite a Lame Fenchel to thoſe rad 
thanks x" A nc nya 
But nothing affords n Man. oreater Delight than to; 
be familiarly acquainted with the different Habits, 
Laws 1 Manners, and Religions of Mortals . 
like himſelf. To ſee them in one Part of the World 
adoring r e becauſe he ſhines on them but once a 
Vear, hill all the reſt of the Time they are ſhut up in 
continual Darkneſs, very near being ſtarved: with Cold, 
and making hard Shifts to live; in another to behold 
them grimacing, and hear them curſing that glorious 
Planet, becauſe he is always too near em, rendring- 
their Countries barren, drying up their Water, and 
ſcorching their Perſons almoſt to Death; muſt needs 
be delightful to a contem plative Man. And for ought 
we know, the Laughter of Democritus might be the Re. 
ſult of as good Thoughts as, Heraclituss Tears. WhO 
would not {ſmile to ſee ſome paying divine. Honours. to 
the Scarecrow of the Garden, to a Tree, a Hog, 2. 
Dog, or any Thing they firſt caſt their Eyes on in the 
Morning, as they do in Lapland, And yet who can 
fotbear. to weep, when he ſees Men profeſſing to believe 
the Laws of Moſes, and the Meas, (who both preach . 
up the Divine Unity) pretending to the pureſt Religion 
in the World, and bred in the Szudy of the Sciences, 
worſhip. - Szocks and Stones, Pictures, and Images, 
Nails; Rags, Bones, Hair, Bits of old Wood, or any 
Thing that their cunning Prieſts impoſe upon them as 
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WS adorable. | my 
in Happy art thou, Zeidi, who art freed from theſe 1 


om Superflitions of the Naxarenes; and thrice happy, in 
an. that thou haſt changed them for the Faith unblemiſh'd, - 
ſelf the Doctrines of Truth and Reaſon , the Practices of | 
ew, Vor. VI. e ſincere 
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os LxTT ERS Writ by Vol. VI. 
Rock, to fall in a Quit kſand, nor abandoned 1ds/atry, 
to fink- into Atbeiſim: But thou haſt eſcaped from nar- 
OW Gulphs and Streights, into a free and open Sea; 
from the dark Fogs and Miſts of frozen Chriſtianity, 
to the bright Empire of the Oſmans, the ſerene Com- 
pany of True Believers, where Charity and Zeal are in 
their genuine and primitive Warmth. .. 


Since the Time that thou firſt liftedit up thy Finger 
to Heaven, and madeſt a Conſeiſion of One Gon, and 
 Mahomet his Apoſtle, none of the Inaums or Meollahs 
have ever attempted to circumvent thy Reafon with 
feigned Miracles, fooliſh : Piigrimages, | Tales of Old 
Women, Fifions of Poets, or any holy Frauds. Thou 
perceivelt nothing but downright Integrity in the Con- 
verſation of the Faithfal. Whereas the Christians, 
whom thou haſt juſtly deſerted, have a thouſand Wind- 
ings and Turnings, Foldings and Intricactes, in their 
Doctrines and Lives. So that it is almoſt, as eaſy for a 
blind Man to walk from Paris to Gonftantinople, as for 
' theſe Infadels to grope out the Way to Paradiſe, through 
ſo many Meanders and Mazes : They are involved in 
a perfect Circle of Error and Vicſe. | 
{ Praiſe be to Gop, who planted the Moon in the | 
Heavens, and cauſes the Stars to dart their refreſhing 
Rays by Night; thou art happily delivered out of their 
Snares. Let not thy Reſidence now among them, ever 
tempt thee to return to the religious Yawties of holy 
Trifies, which have once made thee ſick at the Heart. 
Remember, that thou beareſt in thy Body the Mark of 
a True Believer, the Seal of a great Sacrament, the 
Character of a profound Myſi en, Circumciſſon, the 
Emblem of Purity, by which thou art more enabled, 
than by the Blood of the Polanian Lord, thy Father, 
Which ſtreams in thy Veins, - But now thou art incor- 
porated into the Society and Lineage of [brahim, the 
illuſtrious Patriarch, and Friend of God. Confider 
that thou art as it were ingrafted into the glorious Stock 
of the Jſnaelites born to ſubdue all Things, and in the 
determined Time, to poſſeſs the Empire of the Univerſe. 


_ 


Vol. VI. a Sr at ! ” 7 


Thou haſh the Honour alſo to ſerve the Grand 'Signlor, 
Lord of the Climates and Seas, \majeftick Heir): 07 the 
Ottoman Houſe, Shadow of God on Earth. if 
Fold faſt therefore the Profeſſion of an * 

Faith and whatever . Temptation "thou / mayeſt meet 
with, keep thy Mind always fixed on the unſeen Joys 

of Paradiſe, the Crown of juſt and faithful Men, the 
Reward of ſuch as adhere to God and his Prophet en 
out flinching. 


Mabmut B these in \Intingination| wich a parting | 


Kis and an affectionate Squeeze of the Hand, which 


thou knoweſt was, in all * cds N — op 
Goodwill enn 
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condeſcend to the iPemands of the French King, who 
tes himſelf the Eldeſt Son of the Church, and theres! 
ore highly reſents an Indignity that has been done him« 
o* late, in the Perſon ef the-Duke of Cregui his Em- 
baſſador at the Roman: Court. 
It ſeems, the Pope's Guards on the 20thbef the 5th 
Moon, made an Attempt on the Life of this Mini 
11 on his. Wife They alſo put barbarous Abuſes on 
the French that were in that City: Inſomuch as the 
Duke and Dutcheſs of Cregui were e to quit» 
Rome privately, and retire into Tuſcany; being aduiſed 
to take this Cœurſe, by all the Cardinal: and and other 
n Ok are Friends to France. | | | 


Court and that of Nome, if the Pope does not 
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_ Eaſtern Monarchs when they menace War. 
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roo LxTTERS Writ by Vol. vl. 


The King received News of this by an Expreſs which 
kame . the Duke of Cregui on the 1 1th of the gth 


Moon. And he was paſſionately touch'd at fo /acrile- 
gious an Injury, whereby he is not only wrong'd him 


ſelf, but the Law of Nations i is violated i in a moſt noto· 
rious Manner. 


: Wherefore to ſhew his Referieniant, « on the "AN 


Day that the Courier came from Rome, the King ordered 
the Lieutenant of his Guards to tell the Pope's Nuncio 
at this Court, That he muſt forthiwith depart the King - 
dom under the Conduct of thirty Horſe. This was per- 
formed accordingly ; and the Nuncio was hurried away 


. immediately, without ſuffering him to ſpeak with any 


Perſon living, fave thoſe who were to accompany him 
to the Frontiers: And this Order was'publickly pro- 


claimed in Paris, The King alſo wrote to the Pope, 


demanding Satisfaction for ſo horrible an Outrage; 
and cauſed Diſpatches to be ſent toall the Cardinals in 
Rome, adviſing them to contribute what lay in hate 
Powers, towards a good Underſtanding between the 
Pope and him, proteſting that otherwiſe the Calamities 
which might follow, were not to bElaid to his Charge. 

This is a modeſt Way of threatning, uſed by Chriſtian 
Princes, who do not always ſpeak in Thunder, like * 


I relate this as a Thing, which though it 10 


| {mall Moment at the Beginning, yet its Conſequences 

may be great and extenſive, it the "French King and the 
Pope ſhould come to an open Rupture. All the Princes 
in Europe would find themſelves engag'd on one Side or 
other. And we Miaſſulmans mightlive to ſee the whole 
State of Chriftendom disjointed, alienated, and embroild. 
in Wars among themſelves, whereby they wou'd lay 
their Countries naked and*open to the invincible Arms 
of the Ottomans, a Lineage of high Renown, and de- 


ftin'd to ſubdue all Things. | 
But tis thought the Holy Father at Ram will not 


farther provoke ſo daring and powerful a Monarch as 


him 91 France, by Juſtifying, the 3 of his Ja- 


uixaries, 


FR : * N ' - * (IP 1 1 « 
+ 2 hen He? P 2 


*. 


Vol. VI. a Syy at Parrs. 101 
zizaries, who proceeded to that Height of Fury, as to 
diſcharge Guns into the Windows of the French Am- 
baſſador, killed ſeveral of his Retinue, and aſſaſſinated 
3 Dutcheſs of Csegui in her Coach, as ſhe pallet 

xlong the . 

uſtrious Miniſter, theſe are 7. relations not practiſed 
* the moſt barbarous Savages. And "tis an evident 
Sign of decaying Empire, where the Publick Faith is 
thus perſidiouſſy broke. God infatuates the 7rfidels, 
that he may ſpeedily bring em to Ruin. Whereas he 
daily enlightens the Juſt 3 of the Prophet, and 
directs them into the Ways of e and e 


Faris, 2d of the 1005 Dh 0 a: oy | 
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LETTER XVII. 


ry Moham med, the 22 Eremite of 
; Mount Uriel i in Arabia. 8 


125 the Name of Gov, 3 = Mercifal, Tap 
roach the Reſidence of great Sanctimony, the tre- 
. ous Solitude, the Cave bleſſed by frequent Viſita- 
tions of Angels, and by the former Preſence of the moſt | 
Sublime among Mortals, Mahomes the Legate of the 
Eternal, the Plenipotentiary of Alla, King. of Heaven 
and Earth. Alla There is but one l Whoſe Name 
veſounds through all the Orbs Above, when pronounced 
by the faithful. Adorers of the Divine Unity on Earth: 
And the Eccho thereof, from the adamantine Gates of 
' Paradiſe, reaches the 453/s of Holl ſtriking the infer- 
nal Spirits with Horror and Aſtoniſhment. They trem- 
ble at the Sound of the dreadful. Word, which chains 
them up in their Priſons of Darkneſs, Whereas had 
they Faith, they would rather rejoice, believing that 
the ſame Ward will one Day an,, their 
. Torment. 
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102 LET TEAS Writ by Vol. VI. 
Jormentt. For ſueh is the Clemency of the On 
tent, as our holy Doctors teach. e al | 

O Mobammed, Friend of the Moſt. Ch. 450 . | 
Uni 10 bis Neft; I have experienced, that it is 
good and wholſome to begin eyery 7 Thing we do or fay, 

the Name of God. Whoſoeve "otherwiſe, 

— falls in the Pregrelt, or the End. of his Og 
and remains in Confufton. ' Fagor creeps Into his Entet- 

and through Malice ſpoils it, robbing a Man of 

f ripe Bon : or Negidher, the Spirit of Ens winds 
Himſelf in, and intangles it: or Ablis, the Damon of 

Melancholy, caſts a Damp on it, and bereaves the Un- 

dertaker of his Joy. Such is the Fate of thoſe who 

through Profaneneſs, Sloth, or Contempt, forget to pay 
the due Veneration we owe to the Author and Sourte of 

Providence, and good Succeſs. 

Let us not therefore” think the Time mildpent, | 
which i is taken up in the Praiſs of Him who has 
neither Beginning or End, Father of all the Generati- 

ons in this viſible World, e that other which is con- 
cealed from Mortals, He is the Governor of our Lives, 
and our ſole Patton n in all Neceffties. Let us extol and 
magnif/ his Attributes without End. 

Tam by Nature contemplative and thoughtful ; but 
1 muſt needs de knowledge, That I owe to my Educs- 
tion among the Muſſulmans the Force of m Pars and 
Religion. The various" Turns of Fortune and Experi- 
ence, which I have mad in the World, could never yet 
!blot-oat the:Zmprofſions of my earl Vears, or ditninith 
the Reverence I have for our holy Prophets. I often 
vevelve in my Mind the 17 5 of pail 4; per, and the 

Hiſtories of former Times; the Origin of Nations, and 
the various Laws, Religions, a and Changes.” 53 S 
traverſe the different E pocha's of the Poſterity of Ba- 
Bim and the Gentilis, comparing the Date of Thaehs 
Tranſmigration out of 'Fpypr, with the "Years of Na- 
$oraffer and the 'Ohmpiads. In all of them I find 
great OE¶xurity, Contradiftion, and Doubtfulneſs, which 
Puts me upon examining | the Records of EH and 
| * Tha Antiquity of both is very great, and 

g yet 


. 


2 


Vol. VI. 4 Spy af Paris, 103 
yet it oomes far ſhort of the Chineſe Ms, is and . 
1 of the Indian Bramint. 0 

When T have tir d my Soul with/ a vain Search of 
ab which ean never be difcover'd 5 when I conſider 
the Probability ef an aniverſal Deluge in the Time of 

Moab, and the Arguments which almoſt demonſtrate the 

contrary, comparing this with the Flood of Deucalion, 
and that other of Ogyges : In a word, when I reflect 
on the numberlels Iacongruities that are found in the 
Regiſters of paſt Ages. I cannot but conclude, there 
is as much Reaſon for me to believe, That God has de- 
terminately thus darkened the Knowledge of Mortals, 
as that he confounded the Language at Babel, accord- 
ing to the celebrated Relation of Mopes. + Whence it 
will be but loſt Labour for us who live in theſe latter 

Times, to ſeek for any Aﬀurance- or Certainty of che 
Truth i in Matters of fo remote and early a Date. 


N Wherefore leaving every Nation to their own Was ll. 
tions, the Fews to the Manuſeripts of Moſes and their 4 
a Rabbi's; the Gentiles to the Fragments of Hermes Tri- * 
, megiſtus, Orpheus, Homer, Heſiod, Theophraſtus, and al 
| other Sages of Egypt, Phenician, and Greece; I, for 1 
my Part, acquieſce to the Volume of Majeſty, the * 
t great Alcoran, and to the Writings of our holy Doc- | 
- tors, - Arabians, the Sons of Iſmael; t puzzling my * 
1 ſelf with endleſs Diſputes and Queſtions; not .cenſuring 9 
bk others who worſhip God after their own Way, and the * 
" Documents of their Fathers; but firmly believing, 4 
h That he who ſerves God according to the Di#ates of 1 
*y his Reaſon; who is juſt to Men and Beaſts, and in all | 
e 2 s conſerves. an innocent Puriiy of Liſe, is as ac- * 
d le to the Great Creator, and Im partial Fudge of oh 
1 15 Univerſe, as he that has had the Happineſs to be i 
* inſtructed in the poſitive Izjunctions of Heaven, the il 
2 reveal d Will of the Omnipotent. And this I take to be 7 
» the Senſe of our Holy Lawgiver, of the Meſpas, and 8 
id of all the Prophets in general. 7 
th Doubtleſs, that ſuperlatively. Merci/ul and Indulgent, 7 
nd connives at the Frailties of . Mortals. ; He pities the in- ; 
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104 LETTERS. Writ by Vol. VI. 
of others. He knows the infinite Variety of our bo- 


dily Conſtitutions, and the equally different Bent of our 


Souls. He conſiders the Force of the Element, and 


Clinates wherein we live, and the unconquerable Influ- 


_ ence of the Stars under which we were born. The 


whole Sytem of human Nature with its moſt hidden 
Circumſtances, is expos d to the Eyes of him who ſees 
all Things. He is no Stranger to the Anatomy of his 
-own Works. Therefore he requires no more of Men, 
than can be expected from the Faculties with. which he 
has endu'd em. Neither will he damn any * oy 
an involuntary Evil. 


O Mohammed, this is my Faith, my Hope, 2 my - 
0 onfidence. Otherwiſe I ſhould deſpair every Mo- 


ment. If Iam guilty of Error and Preſumption, cor- 
rect me in thy Wiſdom. For, before e I am a bat 
as an Idiot. 


of the Year 1662, | 
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LETTER XVIIL. 


7 0 Haſhadar-Baſ, chief T1 regie, to His 
Highneſs. 


HE French have newly felt the Motions of a 
Joy, whoſe Birth and Growh was like that of 
a 3 + wht ſudden and ſwift, the Product of a very 
little Time, and which ended in Mourning and Tears. 


The Moon of November beheld a Daughter born to the 


Queen of France: But that Planet had hardly carried 
the Newsthro' all the Signs of the Zodiack, and com- 
manded the Stars of France to celebrate a Dunalma ; be- 
fore ſhe was oblig'd to be the Meſſenger of more fad 
Tidings, and to proclaim the Death o this young Prin- 
* Ne that aſſiſted at her Birth. 
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40 a word: She was born on the 1 8th of the 11th 
Moon, and-died on the 3oth of the 1 2th. It looks as if 
ſhe only came into the World to be a Witneſs of the 


Concluſion of the Peace between her Father Lewzs XIV. 
and her Grandfather, Philip the King of Spain; and 
ſo return to the Region of ſeparate Souls. | 


This Peace was in General Terms fign'd and feal'd 
long ago, but there remain'd ſome Difficulties in ad - 
juſting the Limits of the French Conqueſts, which were 
referr'd to the Management of Commiſlioners on both 


Sides: And theſe, after they had debated the Matter for 


the Space of two Years, at St. Omers, Arras, and 


Mets, atlength finiſh'd the Negotiation on the 25th of 


the 11th Moon of the laſt Year. Which was juſt ſeven 
Days aſter the Nativity of the French Princeſs. 
This Royal Infant alſo liv'd to ſee Dankirh, one of 


the ſtrongeſt Sea-Ports in the World, re-deliver'd to her 


Father by the Exgliſb, in whoſe Hands it had been 


ever fince *twas firſt taken from the Spaniards. The 


King took Poſſeſſion of this important Place in his own 
Perſon, entring the Town on the ad of the laſt Moon. 
Tis look d upon as a grand Overſight in the Eng- 


I, thus tamely to part with a Fortreſs which is inex- 


n by Land, and commands the Northern Seas. 
zut Money over- rules all our Conſiderations. And, it 
ſeems, the Exgliſb Court had Occaſion for Gold. 

There is lately a good Underſtanding eſtabliſh'd be- 


_ tween this King and the Emperor of Germany, They 


often write friendly Letters one to another, and ſeem to 


be perſectly reconci'd. To ſpeak the Truth, this may 


be call'd the pacifick Year among the Inhabitants of 
ZEurope. For, excepting ſome Skirmiſhes and Bravado's 
of War between the Spaniards and the Portugueze, all 


the reſt. of Cbriſtendom is. in Peace. And the Portu- 


gueze have fo ſtrengthen'd themſelves by marrying their 
Nania to the Engliſb King, that what thro' his Afſi- 
ſtance and the Aid of France, they have almoſt reduc'd: 
Spain to à Neceſſity of making Peace. 
Thou wilt ſay the Portugueze have over reach d. 
they gave with their 
8 * 
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106 ULxTT ERS Writ by Vol. VI. 
Trfanta. This is only the Town of Tangier in 
Barbary, A Place which will coſt them far 50 to 
defend againſt the Moors than it is really worth. For, 
thoſe bold Africam will perpetually aſſault the Town, 
and obligethe King of England to maintain a vaſt Gar- 
Tiſon in it, beſides a Multitade of other Expences. This 
makes the Portuguexe ſecretly fmile, to find themſelves 
handſomely rid of two great and burthenſome Charges, 

-a Daughter of the Royal Blood, and an old Fortreſs of no 
'Uſe or Service, fave only to diminiſh the Publick 
Treaſure, and make away with ſome "Thouſands of 
Men every Vear. 

Illuſtrious Grandee, Tis no ſmall Eneouragenient. to 
Parry  exil'd Mabmus, that tho he be malign'd, ſlan- 
der d, 2 perſecuted by his Enemies, yet he ſtill finds 
Protection and Friendſhip from the principal Miniſters. 
And that inſtead of Checks and Reproaches, to which 
J was formerly accuſtomed, my Salary is now Aug- 

| mented to the Proportion of my neceſſary Expences ; 
Money is ſent me with a liberal Hand, and my bd 
derers are put to Silence and Shame. 

Thou mayeſt acquaint the Divan that there is now 
at this Court the eldeſt Son to the King of Denmarl. 
What his Buſineſs is, People comecture variouſly ., Some 

ay, *tis Love; others affirm, *twas only the Heſire of 

So Foreign Courts drew this Prince from his native 
Coontry. 

Thou mayeſt alſo inform them, that the Duke of : 
 Savey has married a Princeſs of the Blood Royal, they | 
call her Mademoifelle de Valis. Eliachim the Few 

lies dangerouſly ſick of a Fever. 

As for me, who never had my perfect Health ſince 1 

came to Paris, yet I retain a ſound Mind, and a Heart 
inviolably devoted to the Intereſt of the Grand Seignior: 

Whom God * * on ag Throne of the Hale. 


_ Mans. 20 
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* the Kaimacham.: 


FE RE is a Man come to this City, a Calabrian 
II by Birth, and of all Countries by Education: For 
he has been a Traveller from his Infancy, if what he 
relates of himſelf be true. He ſpeaks all or moſt of the 
Languages of Europe very fluently, and is reſorted to by 
People of divers Countries, under the Character of a 
Fortune- Teller and Phyſician. He performs both 
Parts to the Admiration of all that have been with him. 
The Princes and Nobles of France viſit him daily, 
and ſo do Perſons of meaner Birth. They diſcover to 
him their ſecret Maladies, and this Apollo ſeldom fails of 
| Succeſs in curing them. He beſtows ten Hours a Day 
in freely converſing with People of all Ranks and Qua- 
lities; healing the Diſeaſes of ſome, and telling to 
others their future Deſtinies. 
I went to his Chamber one Day, not to learn. my 
Fate (for I have little Faith in modern Prophets or 
Aſtrologers; nor to be cur d of any Diſtemper, having 
no Eſteem for Quacks and Empiricks ; beſides, I was 
in good Health. at that Time) but Curioſity. was the on- 
ly: 8 which Jed me&hither, that I, might improve 
my {elf in other Reſpects by this Stranger's Com 
and learn ſomething which I Knew. not before of I 
Courts, Whereby 1 might become more ſerviceable to 
the Grand Seignior in this Station, and farther. unravel 
the Secrets of Chriſtian Princes. For ſo it often falls 
out, that a Man reaps ſome conſiderable Advantage 
from the Society of Travellers and Men of Experience: 
And I had good Reaſon to hope for ſome Profit by this 
Man's Acquaintance, who is thought worthy to be 
courted by the Grandes of Finance. | | 
Wherefore I addreſsd my ſelf to him with Ah | 
dance of Ceremony and, Regard ; uſing alſo. as much 
Diſſimulation as I thought neceſſary to conceal my ſelf 
and the Deſign I had in OR his Friendſbip. l 
| ſeem 
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feenv'd a great Admirer of judicial Aſtrology, and 
told him I was very ambitious to learn the Rudiments of 
that Science from him, having heard his Skill highly 
commended not only by vulgar Fame, but by the 
Mouths of Men of Senſe and Quality, who gave him a 
fair Character. I faid a great deal more to inſinuate 
my ſelf into his good Opinion. But there being Com- 
. pany. with him, he returned my Compliments with 
much. Civility, and defir'd me to come to him at a 
more convenient Seaſon, and to leave my Name, that 
he might order his Servants to give me a kind Recepti- 
on at any time, if he himſelf ſfiould be out of the way, 
becauſe it was common to ſend many from the Door, 
without introducing em. F told him my Name was 
Titus of Moldavia, and that my Buſineſs at Paris was 
. to ſtudy in the Academy, in order to my Preferment in 
the Church... When e had taken this down in Wri- 
ting, with the Hour and Minute of the Day, after the 
Manner of Aſtrologers, he beggd me to excuſe the 
Neceflity he was under of returning to . Company ; 1 
and ſo I took my Leave. 

Not many Days aſter, I went to him Fe Full of 
Hopes that I ſhould: benefit much by his Company. 
But as ſoon as he ſaw me, he ſurpriz'd me- "We" this 
Language: 

Sir, You Howe ventur d much in coming 1 71 ; . 
- now "tis in my Power to diſcover you and your Buſineſs in 
this City. But if I ſhould betray any Man, my Gift 
ani be taken from me. I am neither a Follower of” 

Moſes, / Jeſus, or Mahomet, nor of any Set that is 
now extant on Earth: But I adore the Spirit and Soul 
of the Univerſe, <vhich is Eternal and Infinite. There- 
fore I bate no Man for his Religion, let it be what it 
vill; And you ibat are not what you ſeem to be, ſhall 
receive no more Hurt from me in this Place; than the 
Eoadjutor-of Paris: For I am of no Party or Faction. 
All Men are equally my Friends who av. me 10 — 
and every Place is my Heme. 

Thou may*'ſt imagine that I was in no final Aftoniſh» 
ment at this Diſcourſe. But recollecting my _ 
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and confidering it had always been my Opinion, That 


theſe Fortune-Tellers deal by confederacy'; and ſuſpect- 


ing that my Name being known to him ſo long before, 
it was not difficult for him to inform himſelf tomething 


of me; or that ſome Body of his Acquaintance who 
knew me, had ſeen me go in and out from him, and 
ſo told him ſome of my Circumſtances. I made a ſhew 
of going away diſſatisty' d, ſaying, I: will be but lat 


Time to thearken any longer to you: For I perceive you 


 tnow nothing of me, in telling me Tm not the Man I ſeem 


to: be. No, reply'd- he, with an obliging Kind of 
Earneſtneſs, you are an Arabian, and ſerve ſome Eaſtern 
Prince incognito, Then he went on, and told me in a 
few Words ſome former Paſſages of my Life. He hint- 
ed at the Dangers I had been in, during my Reſidence 
at Paris; mention'd my Captivity at Palermo, and the 
Re. encounter I had with my old Sic:h4arn-Maſter. To 
be brief, lie told me ſo many other Things which F 
knew to be true of my ſelf, that I grew very uneajy in 
his Company, and yet durſt not depart from him of a 

ſudden, or ſhew any Diſcontent. But muſtering toge- 


ther all the Diſſimulation and Artifice I could, I turn'd 


the Diſcourſe to other Subjects; ſeeming very importu- 
nate to learn Aftrolgy of him, and promiſing him a 
large Gratuity, if he would teach me, I fairly took 
Eeave, reſolving, if poſſible, never to ſee him more. 


Never was a Man in greater Anxiety than I was 


when I came Home to my Chamber, and ponder'd: 
what had paſs'd between this Stranger and me. I am 


not credulous. of Miraeles, Prophecies,. or pretended 
Revelations. Yet I proteſt ſolemnly, I could not for- 
bear thinking he was endu'd with an extraordinary Fa- 

eulty of divining, or at leaſt that he was an excellent 


Aftrologer. Nay, to this Day E know not well what to 
eonclude- of him. He may, for ought I know, be a 
Demon incarnate ; or perhaps he is a Magician. Some- 
times I think one thing, and ſometimes another. If he 


performs. theſe prophetick Parts by Confederacy, ſtill 


Fm at a loſs how he ſhould come to know ſo much of 
me, who always thought my ſelf the privateſt Man in 
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Paris, and have neglected no Methods thats were pro- 
per to render me ſuch in truth. Then I ſulpect my old 
"Sicilian Maſter is one of this Man's e 1 
and has told him ſome of my Circumſtances: For 1 
have no Reaſon to be jealous of E liachim the Few. It 
muſt be ſame ſuch Way, or elſe he is more than a Man, 

that can thus ready, nere into the Seerets of a 
Stranger. 

Sage Kuimachaa, 4. pray God defend thee frm the 
Snares 2 Counterfeits and falls, Fs. 


Paris, 13th of the 10th, Mean, 4 
INES Year 1663. 
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Widder of the e were it not — Tre — Latters | 
from ſeveral Merchants in the No7#h Parts of Holland, 
.to:their Correſpondents in this City. And they all a- 
gree, That on. the gth Day of the Moon of Nowember, 
a ſttange Man was ſeen to float on the Sea, near the 
Shore, being ſupported by a Piece of Timber, on 
which he ſate with a Bottle of ſtrong Waters in his 
Hand. Thoſe who /firſt beheld this Spectacle, were 
fiſhing in a ſmall Boat; and judging him to be the 
Relick of ſome Shipwreck (for there bal been violent 
Tempeſts in thoſe Seas about that time) made up to 
bim, and took him into their Skiff. He — his 
_ -Grititude- for: this Kindneſs in the beſt manner he cou'd, 
(for no Body underſtood his Language) And when he 
was come a- ſnore, he fell on his Knees ; and having 
Ait 88 his Eyes and Hands ame he * 
| e 
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Himſelf and Kifgd the Farth. . Fin 5 Garments were 
made of the Skins of Fiſhes, the Hair of his. Head of 
a flaxen Colour, and he ſeem'd not to be faint for 
Want of Suſtenance: which made every one conclude, 
that he had kept up bis Spirits. with that chymical I. | 
quor in the Bottle, which was near half emptied. , 
As foon as he faw the riſing Moon, he fell on his 
Face, and mutter d certain barbarous Words, 
| ip Forehead againſt the Ground: Then he roſe and 
nc'd after a wild Manner, finging pretty natural Airs; 
155 at eyery Stop, with his right Hand extended. 
pointed to that Flanet, expreſling, both in Tone and *n 
| Actions, much Devotion and Love. # 
Many learned Men were ſent for, to conſider of this 
Stranger, and if poſſible, by. zigns or other Means, to 
diſcover from whence. he came, and what Fate or Ac- 
- cidents had thus abandon'd him to the Fury of, the 
Winds and Waves, to the Extremity of Hunger, 
Cold, and Watchings; and to the, devouring Jaws of 
Sea - Monſters. But all their; Efforts. were un{ucceſstul ; 
they ſpoke to him in ſeveral Languages, he anſer'd 
them, but till in à Pialect different from any of theirs; 
and altogether unknown. He ſeem'd. to utter his Words 
in a Tone between whiſtling and finging ; which made 
ſome conclude he was a Chine/e,- becauſe that People 
pronounce many of -their Letters after the ſame manner. 
So do the Inhabitants of Tunguin and Malabar, with 
other Kingdoms 3p the Eaſt of 4fa; and Letters 
with them are as ſignificant as Words with the Zurope- 
ans. They 13 1 him Globes and Maps of the 
World, done by ſeveral Hands, and in various Langua- 
ges, with particular Charts of all the maritime Regi- 
ons on Earth. But to no other purpoſe than to excite 
his Devotion afreſh to the Moon, whoſe Reſemblance 
he faw on ſome of thoſe Papers. He would ſmile at 
that Sight, kiſs his Fore-finger, and with a religious 
Compfaiſance touch the Figure of that Planet: Then 
ſeeming to be in a wonderful good Humour, he would 
turn round and fall a —.— with his Arms, ſtreteb'd 
and turn 41 in the ſame Poſture as thoſe who uſe Caſtag- 
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nets, or Cymbals. Sin ing all the while a Sort of in- 
articulate Sounds, but urprizingly muſical and ſweet. : 
So that no Body knew what to make of him. _ 
le appear d very temperate, modeſt, and reſig nk 


refuſing no Meats or Drinks that were offer'd 


yet neither eat nor drank to Exceſs : Neither was 5 | 
diſcontented at his Lodging, or any other Ulage ; tho 
they tried to vex him ſeveral Ways, that the) mig might 

d at all, 
and ſubmitted r to every ching they impoſed on 
him. 


One thing was obſervable, that wherever he ſaw any 
Water, he would run to it immediately, and waſh 
himſelf, as well as he could in thoſe Circumſtances, ne- 
ver forgetting to ſprinkle ſome toward that Part of the 
Heaven where the Moon was viſible. And when they 


Ted him into the Fields or Gardens, he would crop the 


Graſs and Flowers, and with a compoſed Look. wou d 


throw them up in the Air, adding ſuch religious Ge- 


ſtures as convinc't every one, that he did it in Honour 
of ſome Power above. Various were the Conjectures 
of Men about him; ſome were of one Opinion, and 
others of a quite different. No Body could poſitively 

conclude any thing. Neither is it poſlible, as I'm in- 
form'd, for the wiſeſt Men in thoſe Parts to find out 


this M. yſtery. 


Perkaps he's ſuch another as Imaum Rajibabet, a 


Perfian Writer, mentions, who in the Year of the Hegi- 
ra 502, was taken up by a Merchant-Ship of Jadia, in 
the Streights of Babel Mandel, pretending to be dumb, 


but capable of hearing, writing, and expreſſing him- 
ſelf ſeveral other Ways, if any Body could have un- 
derſtood his Language. At laſt he was found to be an 
Ethiopian Slave, run away from his Maſter ;. an. inge- 


nious Fellow, and one that ſpoke all the Languages of 


thoſe Parts ; and therefore, that he might. be admir'd, 

would be ſure to write in a Character of his own In- 

vention, which the greateſt Sages could not read. 
Mighty a cs thou encountereſt on that Element 


with ſtrange Monſters, eee 
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or Predicament that is known; yet none ſo terrible and 
dangerous as Cheats and Impoſtors. From which I 
pray Heaven defend thee and me: For they infeſt both 


o 
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' To Nathan Ben Saddi, a 7ew at Vienna. 
2 F Term of our long mutual Silence, enjoin'c 
1 us by our Superiors, is now happily expir'd 3 and 
> we have with good Succeſs manag d our ſeparate Parts, 
1 without holding any Correſpondence together. This 
© was only a Trial of our Fidelity, Conduct, and Obe- 
r | dience: Or perhaps twas no more than a Caprice of 
8 Policy, or a vain Whim of State. For/tis uſual with 
d great Men, thus to practiſe Experiments on thoſe whom 
y they deſign to employ in the moſt important Affairs. 
3 Whatever it be, we have acquitted our ſelves like tru- 
it ſty Slaves; and that's enough for us. 
| This comes to thy Hand by an Armenian Merchant, 
4 one in whom I confide. Here are abundance of that 
1 Nation in Paris, and other Parts of France. They 
in travel up and down from one Country and City to ano- 
b, ther, under the Pretext of Trading; but are really 
n- 5 S/zes, ſent from the Princes of the Zaff, to obſerve 
. | the Counſels of theſe Western Courts, the Deſigns of 
in & Nazarene Monarchs, and to take an exact Eſtimate of 
e- the Strength and Riches of theſe Iußdeli. For, tho' 
of | they outwardly profeſs ' themſelves to be Followers of 
d, Jeſus, yet in their Hearts they believe the Alcoran, and 
= honour Mabomet our holy Lacwgiver. h 
p There is a Kind of Magick in Truth, which forci- 
* bly carries the Mind along with it. Men readily em- 
me 


brace the Dictates of ſincere Reaſon. Vet thoſe of wal 
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the very Light of Nature. You over. value your ſelves 


Ger Pedigree, 


| Ba Iſmael was indeed a. great Prince, but that he was 
-withal a wild and ſalvage Man, who ſupported his No- 


| gainſt « every 


—— 5 
oa —— . 
K SES - 
— — 


= 


Nation are obſtinate, and ſhuttheir Eyes wilfully againſt 


and your Lineage; becauſe you are the Poſterity of Iaac, 
the Son of Sarah the Free- woman and Wife of Tbra- 
him : reproaching us, that we are the Off. ſpring of 1/- 


mae the Son of Hagar, a Concubine and Slave. Vou 


conſider not that 7/mael was the Eldeſt don of that glo- 
rious Patriarch; and that by the Law of Moſes it is 
enacted, That the Fir/t born Son ſhall inherit his Fa- 
ther's Patrimony,” tho he were the Son of a baſe abject 
Slave, or hated Concubine. Did Maſes make a Law 
contrary; to that of his Fathers: Or, cou'd Hrabim, 
the Beloved of Gop, do any thing contrary to the Di- 
vine Will? How. then cou'd he be guilty. of. diſinherit- 
ing "Vimacl his eldeſt Son, the Flower of his Strength, 
aud firſt Fruit of his Vigour? Doubtleſs the Majeſty 
a7 Light. of God. whic) paſſed from Adam to Seth. 
Enoch, Nogb, and Erabim, reſted alſo on Iſmael, Heir 
Apparent, of. the Divine . Promiſes, F ather of .many 
Frinces and noble Nations, 8 
t thoſe e of thy Nation ceaſe'to ' boaſt of 
d exalt Remedy yes above the Victori- 
dus and 88 ant Javacl;tes, Children of a, .high 
Stock, a Race wherein: -Ahines. forth the Luſtre 5 
ncient Renown, and the Right of Primogeniture: 1 
ineage of illuſtrious Honour, multiplied 2s the E 
of the Trees, numerous as the Stars of Heay Gen. 
ous in all things, by the ſpecial, Benediction o 7 OD. 
eas, thou Know it, the 1rachtzes, never made any 
great; Figure on Earth, and are now reputed | no ater 
than Vagabonds throughout the World. 
Your Rabbis Reply to this, by owning that our Fa. 


bility and Grandeur by Rapine and Blood, dwelling al- 

together in Deſarts and unfreguented Places; 2 25 

the Caravans of W Travellers; 3. opp 

the Poor, and murder the Innocent. 2 = ; 

give this bf f him, 175 his and. aus a- 

n, and every Man's Hand againſt mo | 
* 
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EE Vol. VI. 4 Sey at Pants. 1135 
Jo this Accuſation they alſo-add another, That the 
Princes; of eva —— F 2 22 all 9 
along even to: this Day, eſtabliſned their Fhrones in "= 
Cruelty, Maſſaeres, ahd Parricides. > Fatherwbereaving —_— 
their Children of the Lives they gane em, and Qhil- 
dren putting their Parents to Death; Brothers murder- 
ing Brothers, and ſacriſſeing their neareſt Relations to 
the Maxims ef a barbarous Policy, the reſtleſs Suſpiei- 
ons of State. And that all this is more eſpecially ma- 
niſeſt in the ſublime Hoaſe of the invincible Octomanc. ' 
ders which your Doctors caſt on the Progeny of. ra- 
him, even Od Jmat! and his Children, to this Day. 
But L would have thee, Narhan, reflect impartially on 
Things, and ſuffer not thy Jndgment to be impoſed on 
by the Sophiſtry of your Scriber. Look bacle to the 
Primitive Times. of Iſrael, examine the written Law, 
the Records of Maſen and the Seniors. There thou wilt 
meet with frequent Examples of thoſe: very Crimes 
which you lay to our Charge; true Parallels of the ſup- 

poled Tyranny and inhuman Actions, with which yon 
tax the unblemiſh'd Iinaelite . 

Did not your Father Jacob ſupplant his own eldeſt 
r eee cheat his Uncle Labas of 

s Sheep? What w. ting to him of [/maePs 
Valour and: biexlenefs, ks 4 fepplied Jo a For like 
Craft and Subtilty. Vet how often did he plunder the 
Children of Hama? and boaſted afterwards of the 
Preys he had taken from them with his Bow and 


* 


S ne ene enden, 
Carnage did. Maſes their Leader commit, when he com- 
manded the Sons of Levi to ariſe with their Swords in 
their Hands, and every Man to kill his Brother, his 
Friend, and his Neighbour:; ſo: chat there fell that 
Day, at the Foot of Mount Siaai, Three and Twenty 
Thouſand Men? Vet for the Sake of this deteſtable 
Tragedy he blefled em, ſaying, Tov have conſecrated 
Jour Hands this, Day in Blaad, every Man in the-Blad 
bis Neigbbour. "Behold ! the Original of your Prieſt- 
; hood 
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116 Larrzxs _ "jg Vol. VI. 


| hood, which is the hight Rank of Nobility among 

Remember how your Fathers almoſt cut of the 
whole Race of Benijamin, ſo that there were not above 
fix hundred Men of that Tribe leſt alive. Forget not 
alſo, how Abimelech of the Tribe of Manas got the 
Sovereignty by maſſacring ſeventy of his own Brothers 
on one Stone. Your own Records ſay, That Gop 
gave you Kings in his Wrath, among whom there was 
not one who was not a Man of Blood. And in the 
whole Catalogue you can ſcarce find four who were not 
Vis. with eee N and other enormous 
Vices. 

In a word, Nathan, both the Sons of Thwaul wal 
Thaac were but Men; and if thou haſt nothing elſe to 
object againſt the former, but what thou muſt confeſs 
the latter were equally guilty of; I adviſe thee hence- 
Forth to lay thy Hand upon thy Mouth, and ceaſe to 
peak Evil of thoſe, againſt whom no Man e can as tn 
Aae or Pen and 9 2a er e 


Paris, 224% of the 24 Moon, 485 bing I 
8357 the Tear 8 edc be e 
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1 Concluded my er Late Cds; im nt 
and ſhort of my Deſign ; being interrupted by a 
ſudden Deluge of Humours overflowing my Eyes, ac- 
companied with a Tempeſt in my Head, which at once 
took from me the Power of thinking regularly, and of 
ſeeing: how to write. I am often ' ſubje& to theſe 
"Weakneſſes of late, and to many other Maladies. 
My Body ſenſibly decays; Age and Care, Watching 
and Sickneſs, with a thouſand Caſualties beſide, have 
anole diffolyd this Wy Med of the Elements. 

Mliethinles, 
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| Vol. VI. @ Sey of Pans. Ws | 
Methinks, I am now, no more than a poor Skeleton, 

to which Nature and Fortune have left a, dry wither'd: 
Skin, for Modeſty's fake, to cover its Nakedneſs ;, 9 
with a few evacuated Veins and Arteries ; ſhrunk Si- 1 
news, Tendons, Muſcles, and Cartilages, to tack this 
Machine of Bones together, and keep it in Motion. 
In a word, I ſeem to my ſelf to be only a Hobgob/in, | 

or Ghoſt indiſguiſe ; 1 cannot ſay, incarnate, (for I've A 
loſt all my Fleſh) but only bag'd or clouted up in the 1 
moſt contemptible Shreds, Rags, and antiquated Re- 
licks of Mortality, like a Maud/iz or Scarecrow, I 
hang together by Geometry. _ 7230 111755 
Yet, ſuch as I am at theſe Years, I ſtill poſſeſs at 
certain Seaſons more ſerene and vigorous Thoughts, 
than in the Days of my Youth, when I was full of 
Marrow and good Blood. I can feel my Soul ſometimes 
uttering her Wings, and briſkly ſhaking off the heavy, 


flimy Clogs of Farth, of Sleep, and. of enchanted 
Life, or living Death. She ſtruts and plumes herſelf; 
ſhe mounts aloft and glides in happy, tho' but momen- 
| tary Foretaſtes of eternal Bliſs. And then lur'd down 
again by Charms of her accuſtom'd Eaſe. and Pleaſure 
in the Fleſh, The comes to hand at call, and being hood - 
winke d frgm the radiant Light of Heaven, ſhe. tamely 
perches on the meaneſt ſenſual Appetite, which eaſily 
conyeys her to her wonted Darkneſs. This is the 
changeable” State of Mortals, and we muſt not expect 
a fixed Condition on this. Side the Sepulchre. The. 
Noble and the Vulgar are equally liable to theſe Incon- 
ſtancies of Spirit ; neither can x molt exalted State of 
Sovereign Monarchs, privilege them from the common IT 
Frailties of Mankind. They are no otherwiſe diſtin- 
guiſh'd from the meaneſt of their Slaves, than only by. 
the Vaſtneſs of their Poſſeiſions, their numerous Reti- 
nue, their unlimited Power, and the vain Pageantry of 


external Honour. 


If we examine the Origin of Nobility, and Royal 
Grandeur ; if we trace the Genealogies of Princes and 
W- otentates up to their Fountain, we ſhall. find the firſt. 
athers of theſe noiſy Pedigrees to be cruel Butchers of 
5 | | Men, 


— 


Wake hh. 


1 LzTTERS Writ. by Vol. VI. 


Men, Oppreſſors, Grants, perfidious Truce-breaters, | 


Robbers, and Parricides. Tn a word, the moſt primi- 
tive Nobility was fo other than potent Wickedneſs, or 


dignified. Impiety. And all the fucceffive Continuations 


of it by Inheritance, Election, of otherwiſe, even to 
theſe Modern Times, are but fo many Traducts of e 
orbitant Power and Honour, acquir'd' and propagat 3 


by the moſt enormous Vices, by Practices unworthy of 


Men, and of which the Authors themſelves are always 
amam- d. Therefore they cover their unjuſt Encroach · 
ments and Invafions, with the ſpecicii Pretexts | of 
Juſtice and Virtue, calling that Conqueſt, which is no 
other than downright Robbery, and profeſſing them- 
ſelves Patrons of Mens Liberties and Rights, eligion 
and Laws, whilft in Effect they are the greateſt Op- 
eſſors, Hypocrites, Atheiſts, and, Outlaws in the 
/orld. 
Tb is not only trus in the Race. Of” rat 
Inas, of whom 1 made mention in my other Gig 
but in all the Families which have ever made ay, Emi: 
nent Figure and Noiſe in the World. 
What were the four renown'd Nicci, but ſo 
many Empires of Bandiiti, Governments N of Free- 
 booters, Pyrates, and Licens d Thiewes & As Diomedes 


told Alexander the Great. I, lays he, Becauſe 25 play 


the private Corſair, and cruiſe up and down | the Seas 
evith one angle Ship, ip, am accus 4. as aPyrate : Wet that 


dot the ame" thing euith a” mighty Fleck art call an 
Emperor: I thou ⁊deft gf and. 7 2 2 as J 


am, they would efteem thee no better than a Thief: Aud ; 


3 


bers I at the Head of a numerous Arn, as thou art, I 
Shed be reverenced' as an Emperor. For as to the Fu- 
& of our Cauſe, there is no other Differeng but this, 
That thou' doft more 9 Bar 1. "Micfertune has 
compel d me to be a Thief; aer nothing but an in- 


tolerable Pride,” and inſatiable Avarice, puts. thee pon 
the ſame Courſe of Life. If. Fortune would prove. more 
favourable to me; perhaps 1 might become Better; Where- 
as, thy continual Succeſſes make thee but the «worſe. A. 
Sauna. admiring the Boldneſs of the Man, rg : 

Qs 
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Vol. VI. 2 Ser at Paris, 119 
Reſoluteheſs of his Spirit, gave him a Command in his 
Army, that ſo he might rob. and 51 eee om thence- 
forth by Authority: 5 
But I ſhould have . Bien Antiquity with the 
Empire of thi®4fjriens,- founded: by : Ninus, in the 
Blood and Slaughter, Ruin and Deſtrudiion- of all his 
Neighbours, and increas'd after the ſame Methods by 
his Wife Semiramin, who begging of her Huſband, that 
ſhe might reign for five Days, and he granting her 
Requeſt, ſnhe put on the Royal — ſitting on 
the 1 Throne of uncontroulable Majeſty, commanded 
the Guards to degrade and kill her Hüſband. Which 
being done, the fucceeded in the Empire, adding Ethi- 
opia to her other Dominions, carry mga War into india,. 
and encompaſſing Babylim with a magnificent: Walls at 
lat ſhe was Kill d by her Son Mayas. Thus Was the 
SHrian Monarchy eftabliſh'd in Regicides, Maſſacres, 
and Carnage. And by the fame Methods twas tranſla · 
ted by Arbactus to the Medes. He having cans'd 
2 the laſt and moſf effeminate of all the 
Afyrian Kings, to die in the midſt of his Concubines. 


t fo Thus was Treachery and Murther handed down with 

| the Sovereign Power 5 till at length Cyrus the Perfians 
wedes transferr'd them to this Country; whoſe Son, | Camby- 
pla ſes, rais d the ſecond univerſal Monarchy, on the addi- 
Feat tional Ruins of many other Kingdoms, cementing it 
that with the Blood of his Brother and his Son. Vet, after 


an all, it was tranſlated to the Macedomans, by Alexander 
5k the Great, not without an equal Guilt of Parricide, and 
other exorbitant Wenne From whom at laſt it e 
wet. 1 to the Romans. 
e Fu Whatneed I mention this Sandalen Birth m Rim | 
+ this, Lus and Remut, the Twin: Sons of an inceſtuous Fefal2 s 
ne-has Or, their debauch'd Education under a common Pro- 
an in- ſtitute, fabulouſly-veil'd by the Roman Hiſtorians, un- 
f pon der the Title of a Volſ to render the Origin of their 
pane Empire miraculous? Why ſhould I recount the, horrid 
Fratricide committed by Romulus on Remus his Brother: 
or the celebrated Rape of Sabine Wives, Virgins, and 
Widows 3 It will ſeem invidious, to call to mind the 
4 dtteſtable 
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other Princes; he barbarouſſy extinguiſtvdthe Off- ſpr 


16%  Evrrins 73 by Vol. un 
Aria Wie cher ef s, Tatins, che god Cap» 
Fane Baines) with man barbarbus Maſſas 
cres. Yet, theſ&en6rmous — Founda- 


tions of the Romans Grandeur and Nobility, ſo formi- 
dable afterwards to the whole Earth: wAnd 


ſtructure was anſwerable, through all the various 


Changes and Revolutions of Govern — even to the 
Reign of wa. Eu a 


1 
Title of re 
This Ei * ke e eee 
ci ful and Juſt ns Joerg gn Fart yet he eftabliſh' by 
Tidbre in the Blood" of R ndreq®' th 
Children of his Uncle to the Ends of State: And that 


he might not deviate from the Royal ingfaritude ns 
th 


of his Father's" Brother, whochad! him to 
Inheritance of the imperial Dignity: Scorningybyrian; 
unkingly "Fendernefs; to ſpate thè glorious Nainanion 
Hrtony and Cleopatra, to whom he was io nearly telated, 
and who had inveſted him with the Power of being 4 
inhuman. 1,91" T1133 9161 1.4 10 3371.31 415 It 0 85 bie bad 

Iwill not make thee ſick; by-rehearfing'the abomi- 
adde Uwes and wicked Actions 2 „ Domit hi 
an Valigula', He liogabulus a, "Gd/iomers; and the 


relt of thioſe Royal Monſters. Hiſtory itſelf bluſhes to 
recite ſuch: Prodipies of Impiety, and their very Names 
are odious to all Generations „ 


If we paſs from theſe mighty Empirbs to Kingdoms 
M delt Note, we ſhall ſtill trace the Footſteps of the" 
fame Vices. Both ancient and modern Records” are 
fall of theſe Tragedies. The priginal. Kingdom 
e te Greilt took its Riſe" fm 6 Farrieitle of 
Da#d#nz/; and the ſcmale Empire of the Amuabur, 
began in the barbarous Maſfacre of their Huſbends. 
All Ages and Nations afford us Examples of this Na- 
tüte; and the higheſt Horiours, Dignities and Com- 
mands,' were ever * and maintain d by the 
higheſt Inzuſtice. u oe nl enen 
Therefore, honeſt Maa let thou and Trhever envy. 
the Nobles:and Grandes of the Earch+zburcontented” 
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4 Sry at Paris, 121 


Vol. VI. 


Jake humble Poſts, ſitting under the Umbre/la's of a 


happy Obſcurity, let us ſerve the Grand " with 
Integrity, and a Zeal void of mann 8 


Paris, nt ef the * Alen, 
e the Near 1663. 


LETTER XXIII. 


20 Codarafrad Cheik, a Man of the Law. 


\H 0 U wilt approve the Senna that was . 

day executed on a Frenchman in this City, who 
hid he was the Son of God, and had perſuaded a great 
many poor ignorant people to believe him. He was 
burnt alive for his Blaſphemy, and his Aſhes kick'd 
into a Ditch. Had he been convicted of this horrid 
Impiety in any of the Grand Signior's Dominions, he 
had undergone the like, or a more terrible Puniſhment : 


For the Alcoran expreſly ſays, That God has neither 
Wife, Son, Daughter, or Companion: And that thoſe 


ſhall ſuffer eternal Pains, who teach any ſuch Doerine. 


 Doulyleſs there is but one God, and the Eternal Unity 


cannot be divided, or multiply d, to make more Gods 


in Faction, or procreate an Off- ſpring of diminutive - 


Deities. He, the Father of all Things, dwells in eter- 


nal Solitude, and from an infinite Retirement, beholds 


the various Generations of the Univerſe ; they are all 
equally his Off-ſpring, and tis Blaſphemy to affirm he 


has a Son, or a Daughter, or a Companion like unto 


himſelf, For he is uncreated, unbegotten, and entire: 


ſole Poſſeſſor of his own Glory without Rival or Com- 


petitor. There was none before him, neither ſhall 


there be any after him, He 1s without Beginning or 


ad. 
But cheſe fnkdels harbour ſtrange Opinions about a 
Trinity of Gods, and follow the Doctrines of Hermes, 
Triſmegiſtus, Plato, Phetinus, and other Pagan Philo- 

Vol, VI. G Jophers, 
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fophers, who aſſerted a Triadin the Deity ; and on that 
Baſis, founded all the Polytheiſm of the Gentiles. 
Hence Pythagoras drew his Tetragrammaton, by play- 
ing the chymical Arithmetician, and extracting a Qua- 
ternity owey Three, But the Poets not puzzling their 
Heads with the Myſteries of theſe Divine and Unintel- 
ligible Numbers, deliver'd their Theology in plain, 
groſs Fictions, ſuitable to the Capacities of the Vulgar: 
One midwifing a Goddeſs out of Fupiter's Brains: 
Another ſtarting a God from his Thigh. But this filly 
Fellow, could not derive his Pedigree ſo near as from 
a little Toe of the Divinity. Therefore, he was de- 
ſervedly reduc d to his firſt e and ſpurn d out of the 
World. 

The French have various Kinds. of Puvidiments for 
Malefactors; but none more terrible than breaking on 
the Wheel. This is inflicted only on notorious Crimi- 
nals, and the Manner is thus: The Party condemn'd is 
faſten d to a Wheel, with his Arms and Legs extended 
to their full length and wideneſs. Then comes the 
Executioner, and with an Iron Bar breaks one Bone 
after another, till the miſerable Wretch is in the Ago- 
nies of Death, and ſo he is left to expire in unutterable 
Torments: For, ſome Men of ſtrong Conſtitutions will 

retain Life in this Condition for twelve or more Hows 
together. 27 (x: 

Honourable Codarafrad, tho the Executions of the 
Eaſt are more {wift and ſurprizing, than thoſe in the 
bang ; yet they are not comparable to them for Cruel- 

The worſt Death being but a Minute's Pain. 


98 Cheik, I reverence thy accompliſh'd nens 
in the Laws of Equity and Julie. HASNT 


Paris, 1 15th of the 3d Moon, | 
| of the Year Wes 


1 be End of the Second Book. 
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* 0 Solyman his Couſin, at Chalcedon, 


Commend thee for removing thus from Place to 
Place; and cou'd wiſh that thou would'ſt not on- 
ly exchange thy Reſidence through all the Cities 
ſeated on the Beſphorus, Propontis, Euxine Sea, 
and the Helleſpont, but viſit by Turns all the famous 
Marts in the World. | 

Praiſe be to God, we are not born in Muſcovy, Ruff La, 
China, or under the narrow - ſoul'd Governments of Ly- 
curgus, Plato, and ſuch kind of jealous Lawgivers; where 
it would be no leſs Puniſhment, than the Loſs of one's 
Eyes, Ears, and Feet, if not of Life itſelf, to travel 
out of his native Country, or for a Stranger to come in, 
excepting Foreign Ambaſſadors and Agents, who in 
China are forced to travel with their Faces veil'd or 
muffled from the Confines to the Court, oy they ſhould 
Ipy the hall of the Country. | 
G 2 Doubtlels 
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Doubtleſs this is repugnant to the Law of Nature and 
Nations, an Oppreſſion of Humanity, and directly 
oppoſite to the Purpoſe of Gop, when he defign'd and 
made us for ſociable Creatures: For the whole Earth is 
but as one Country or Province, common to Men and 
Beaſts. *'Tis our Element, and therefore we ought to 
be free in it, to range where we pleaſe, as the Fowls do 
in the Air, and the Fiſhin the Sea, without any Law; 
Reſtraint, or Injury. Such a Thought as this, made 
Socrates, when he was ask'd, What. 83 he 
«vas?; anſwer, I am a Native of the e 2 

r- 8 Free to lime aubere I vill. 

Thou know'ſt our Couſin 7/ouF has travell'd over all 
Ab and Hfriet, with ſome Parts of —_ My Bro- 
ther Peſtili Hali, has alſo viſited many Regions in the 
Eaſt. Both of them have improv'd their Eſtates and 


Fortunes in the. World, the one at Zfracan, the other 


at Conſtantinople. - Follow their Steps, and thou m 
have thy Heart's Content. Go, and obſerve the 
ferent Manners of Men, their various Cuſtoms. Laws, 
and Religions. Survey the Mountains, Vallies, Defarts, 
Rivers, Lakes, Seas, Cities, Caftles, Palaces, and: ail 
the other deſirable Objects, which 1 "its 
Globe. > Hon 21 
But aw of the BOY of mo Travellers, wie 
Canelionlike, change their Humour and Manners 4s 
the Regions vary through which they puſs: Meer Mi- 


"ſt 


micks, Buffoons, and Apes, whb place their Excellen- 


cy in imitating every Thing they ſee, or meet wWitk. 
Thus degenerating from themſelves; inſtead of improv- 


ing their Minds in true Science and Wiſdom, and har- 


dening their Bodies to endure patiently the Injut ies of 


the Elements, with all the Fatigues and Contin _ 


of human Life, which are the chief Ends of traveling, 
next to that of Learning how to ſerve our e 
and our Country in a more refined Manner. 

Solyman, never think that thou wilt deſerve the 
Character of a prudent Traveller, if at thy Return thou 
canſt only boaſt of ſtrange and incredible Things thou 
haſt ſeen „ tell monſtrous I and _—_— mo 

| Ous 


9 


fabulous than thoſe of the Genti/z Poets. Aim at ſolid 
8 and the Improvements of a rational Crea- 
| As thou goeſt out a Mu/ſulman, ſo return; but 
wich all the Advantages that may recommend thee. for 
a Perſon en der in Ha ory, Marley" Folitieli, 
EE thou: dareſt 2 undertake a Ramble at large, 9⁰ 
to thy Couſin Touf at Afracan, where he is ſettled in a 
way of Traffick and Merchandize. Take thy Voyage 
by the Black Sea, and the Palus Mzotis. Caſt. thy 
Eyes on the antient Kingdom of Colebis, as thou ſaileſt 
by her Shores; conſider the Temper of the Mingreli- 
ans, Circafftans, and Tartars, with the reſt. of the 
People through whoſe Territories thou wilt paſs. And 
when thou arri veſt at Aftracan, tell my Couſin Inf: 
that I wifh d thee to take this Courſe: He will reſpect 
thee for: thy Uncle's Recommendation. Shew him 
this Letter, and let his own Eyes fee the Hand · writing 
of Mabmut, the aged; weather-beaten Slave of the 
Earth's Great Soyercign ;; the old, grey, griſled Watch- 
man of the Sublime Porte, which is the Refuge of 
Mortals. He will find many Opportunities to advance 
chee. But Ladviſe thee to wean thy ſelf from all Fond- 
neſs, Inconſtancy, and Piſcontent. Be true to thy 
Truſt, ſedulous and active, patient and reſign'd. Take 
all things as they come n i, without being 
peeviſh or fretful. | 
So may God bless ches, and give thee the Riches of 
the Earth, and the ſweet Influences of Heaven; make 
thee happy here and hereafter. Finally, may thy Reſt. 
be PVC pH Furadale. * e 
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75 Peſteli Hali, B16 Baer Maſter th 
Bagg ot Scuol SIRE. 


C5 25! #74 


| 1 T Hers i is no 4s a when — waſt in, the, In- 


dies, the Names of Sultan Dara, Szjah, Aureng- 
ebe, and Morad Batche, where not leſs known to thee, 
than that of their Father Cha chan, the Grand Mogul. 
Thy Buſineſs as well as Curioſity, call'd thee often. to 
the Court, where thou haſt heard the C Characters of theſe 
young Princes, whoſe early Years furniſh'd the World 
with Matter of Noiſe and great Expectations, and gave 
the old Monarch that begat em Trouble and Care 
enough to keep them in Order, and prevent their Ma- 
chinations againſt one another as well as againſt himſelf. 
For in thoſe Days he ſaw his Family divided into Facti- 
ons, and a Royal Envy mix'd with Ambition, whetting 
Brothers and Siſters againſt each other, who by Nate 
were made for the Offices of reci procal Love. 
... Surely, tis but a glorious. Infelicity for Children. to he 
thus born Candidates of a Crown, when each is oblig d 
by a Principle of Sell. preſervation, to purſue. his Claim, 
in a Method wholly repugnant. to Humanity, and the 
Affection that is due to thoſe of the ſame Blood: When 
ſhaking off all Tenderneſs and Compaſſion, the Sons of 
one Mother muſt ſheath their Swords in each others 
Bowels, to prevent their own Fate; and raviſ a Crown 
by Force, to ſave their Lives. 

Vet this is the Misfortune of all the 2 nas, 
that they cannot ſee a Prince aſcend. the Throne with- 
out the Slaughter of his Brethren, and all that can be 
ſuſpected to pretend, or ſtand in Competition with him 
{or the Sovereignty. 

However, it muſt be conſeſo d that the . Poli icy 
in this Point is far more generous than that of the Ozt0- 
mans or Perſſans; who either immediately after their Poſ- 
Jon of the Throne, murder in cold Blood all the 1 
0 


og . 


Vol. VI. 2 Spb at PARIS, Yoo 
of their Lineage 3 or at leaſt: impriſon them in ſome 
dark Dungeon during their Lives, and not ſeldom put 
out their Eyes. And this is owing to the Diſadvantage 

the unhappy Children of our Monarchs lie under, in 
that from their Infancy they are confin'd to the Seraglio, 
and educated under the Tutelage of Women and Eu- 
nuchs, even during the whole Life of their Father 3 ſo 
that he who is advanc'd to the Throne has all thereſt 

in his Cuſtody the firſt Hour of his Reign. 

Whereas, in Inaaſtan the Princes of the Blood are 
committed to able and learned Tutors, and as they 
| win Years, increaſing alſo in Knowledge, Wiſdom, 
| and Courage, they are diſpoſed. of, every one ſuitable 
to his Capacity. Some being made Miniſters of State, 
| others: Generals of Armies, or Governors of Provin- 
res: Whereby each i is put in a Condition to make Parties 
for himſelf,” among the Grandees and thoſe of inferior 
Degree, and to fortify his Intereſt in Court and City, 
Country and Camp. Thus an open Field is left for all 
to try their Wit and Courage in,, for the Sake of Inhe- 
ritance; and tis more equal to let them nobly ſkirmiſh 
for a Crown, and make a warlike Lottery for Life or 
Death, than fet up one with the Advantage and Cha- 
racter of a Butcher, and turn the Seraill' to a e 

A always polluted with: Royal innocent Bld. 

But every State purſues its own 1 and there 

are not wanting Men of the Law, who juſtify this in- 

humane Conduct of our Sultans, as the only Means to 

Prevent publick Diſtractions and civil Wars; which al- 

ways happen where there are many Pretenders to the 

Im perial Dignity ; as it lately fell out in the Iidies. 

I need not acquaint thee with what particular Wes 
des and Commands the Great Mogul inveſted his four 
Sons. Thou could'ſt ſufficiently inform thy {elf of theſe 
things when'thouwaſt at D-b/;, the Capital City of In- 
agſtan. Neither need I ſay any thing of Rauchenara 


— 


ET OTST. 


In 


icy Begum,' or his Siſter Sabeb, the two Daughters of Cha 
to- Leban. Fhow haft been there in Perſon; know 'ſt more 
of- Magn things Pp 1, Who am oblig d to the Merchants 
reſt d ie £004 eee de 10 eie 
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Afi Travellers for" all 'my V Intelligence of — ee 
A Irs. 2-28. 5 Dol ms 14 A ö 
But J can certify tes of ſomething which 1 been 
tranſacted there ſince thy Return to Conſtantinople; the 
on. Whexcof pertaps IF not yet. arrivd to che Imperial 

it - ; 21 ' x i 

Tn UI; that in the Vear 26446 eden hieg 

ſpread Abroad through the Provinces of Indiu, that 
Cha Tehai was dead; each of his four Sons began to 
lay about him for the Crown. They did all chat is 
vival in ſach Caſes for ambitious Perſons to do, by court- 

ing the Omrabs and Rajabs with large Preſents and 

Promiſes, by obliging the Soldiery with immenſe 

Rairbbſſes in a word, by rouzing*upthe Friendſhip and 
Integrity of their Adherents, and by winning over 
Strangers to their different Parties, with whatſoever 
elſe was thought neceſſary to carry on a proſperous War 
againſt one another: For the innate Deſire of reigning 
had equally poſſeſſed them all. But Deſtiny, which 
appoints and conſummates human Events, had reſery'd 
the Crown for Aurengsebe, who furyaſs 8˙d 2 the reſt in 
Policy and Diſſimulation. 

With profound Craft this a over reach d his 
younger Brother Morad Batche, and put him in 
Chains in the midſt of Morad's own Army; pacifyi 
the Officers with Bribes, and the common Soldiers Wik 
Increaſe of their Fay, whilſt he ſent their General 
away Priſoner to one of his ſtrongeſt Caſtles. This 
Was the firſt conſiderable Stroke he gave toward the 
gaining a Crown. For now he was not only rid of one 
Oompetitor, and the moſt dangerous of all the reſt, 
but alſo became Maſter of his Army and all his Trea- 
ſure ; which being join'd to his own, put him in a 
Condition to purſue his good Fortune with Succeſs. Vet 
the War laſted almoſt fix Vears; his Brother Sultan 
Swjah keeping him in play on the Side of Bengal, and 
Sultan Dara near the Capital Cities Ara and Deby. 

But at laſt they were both forced to yield to the For- 
tune. of Aurengzebe. In fine, he was eſtabliſſid, and 
gow fi tit ts on the Throne of his Fathers; whilſt they fell 

Sacrifices. 
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Sactifices to the Jealouſy and Revenge of their victori- 
ous Brother; being as I am inform'd, taken Priſoners, 
and afterwards poiſoned, or hurried out of the World 
fome other Wax. 815 
Thus paſſes away human Glory ite a Cloud —— 
wits the Wind; or like the Smoak of a Fire, white 
looks bright and gay for a while, craclcles and gives 
Heat- to all that Are near it, but M8, either ae 
quench'd with Water, or e into Air, 00 15 
no more remember d. 0 
Dear Peſfſeli, conſider that chis Earth i is not our r na- 
tive Country”: We are Foreigners here below; let us 
improve our ſelves, by every Thing we encounter, in 
5 you r e pong, © the. Mae 


Parks, 3 of the 6th Moon,.. 
5 5 the Year 1663. 
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LI K K E f is 7 Resbieing⸗ for r e ofa 
4 1. certain Proteſtant Prince to the Faith of the Ro- 
nan n Church. They call him the Duke of Mecklem- 
tourg. He. is ſaid to ſpring from an ancient Race of - 
Kings among the Vandali. This Court careſſes him in 
an extraordinary. Manner, as they uſually do all Proſe- 
Iõytes of his high Quality; as for por and vulgar Con- 
verts, they ſerve only to become che Priest Slayes and | 


"The King who is Rited 3+ lat Sex of the Chant 
and. therefore ought to appear a living Demonſt gion 
of her boaſted . Virtues, has been very liberal 


6 = Favours to the new Deyotee, el him 9 lis 
10 the. Hob, Spirit, which 1 is the moſt whine 2 5 
Il 9 Y9!l4 Nine A ' ec 5 20 Otte ul "2 '*" Honour: 
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Honour in this Kingdom, next to that of being made 
Peer of the Realm. ci 


| Couriers arrive one at the E Heels of 3 from the 
Duke of Beaufort, who is. cruiſing about on the Med:s 
terranean. But I cannot get a Sight of any of them, 


nor learn what their Expreſſes contain. The Courtiers 


and Stateſmen here are the very. Whirlpools of Intel- 
gene. ' Whatever News is communicated to them, 


is fwallow'd up and loſt for ever in profound ſilence. 


They receive all but return none again. However, 
People take the Liberty to gueſs every Man according 
to his Reaſon or Fancy. Some ſay, the Duke of Beau- 
fort: has engaged with a Fleet of A/gerines, and driven 


them into their Harbour with great Loſs on their Side, 
and Triumph on his. Others laugh at this as only a. 


Court Romance, who ſtrive to repoſſeſs the Nation 


with pfoſperous Stories of the King's Arms, both by 


Sea and Land. Whilſt a third Sort affirm, That thoſe 


Diſpatches come not from the Duke of Beaufort, who, : 


they ſay, is dead, being kill'd by a Cannon-Bullet, in 


an Encounter. with the Cor/airs of Barbary :. But, that 
they are ſent from the next chief Officers in the Thou 


Fleet, to give the King an a of his Death, and 
: receive new Orders. 


In the mean while, we are tat taken up here at. 
"preſent with the Reception of the S829 Ambaſſadors. 
'They made their publick Entry into Paris yeſterday, 


after they had: been magnificently entertain'd at the 


Gaftle of the Mood. A thouſand Chariots accompanied 
them through the Streets of Paris. They are brave- 
Jolly Perſons, Sons of Bacchus, and Hirelings to 
Mars, ſtout in a Wine- "Onan, and no | Comrds - in 


che Field. 
Courteous Ba, Thou ſeeſt I do not Hire my 


Friends, but ſend to all by. Turns, the Advices that 


come to my Hands. I wiſh thou would'ſt favour me 


with a ſhort Sketch of thy Pleaſure with the Grand 


"S$ignior, in the neighbouring Plairis of aw od 
"Baris, 10th of the 1184 Moon. 


N Tear, 1063, Lo 


For, as to her Body, *twould hardly 


val. . iT. a SPY" at PARIS; 131 
mM. ie % BI U n nlohg Mg T7 * An 


. ET AER IW. 5 


7 Harnet, Rel Effendt;“ Priebe Serre 
tary of .the, Ottoman Empire. 


jag yg bald to determine, whether the French King 


4 excels moſt. i in Martial Affairs, or in thoſe of 
Setz. 1 .;He is good at both. His Counſels are wiſe, 
and his Actions great. A Man both in Body and 
Mi fo orm d for Empire: And out- ſtripping bis Years 


im all Things ſave the Affairs of Love. Theſe indeed 


he purſues with. youthful. Vigour and Paſſion, being by 


Nature very amorous, and FEY, the handſomeſt 


Prince of, this Age, by. thoſe. who, conſider a regular 
Shape, graceful, Features, and a majeſtick Awfulneſs 


in the F ace, as the ies base in a maſculine 


7172 PIG 


wee) gend e : to the Ladies, ho 


buen the Se 3 Monarch 2 5 to. have of 


his Glory. For he gratihes both, Paſfong, without 


ſuffering them to interfere, managing his ſofteſt n- 
91 with ſuch exquiſite Lect. as Be ſtill comes 
a rs. c - 

He has had many a Miſtreſs, a and, tis a manil & Diſ. 
covery of his Wit, that he never faſten'd his AﬀeRions- 
on any that deſerv'd not the ſame. Character. She that 
has the greateſt Share in his Heart at preſent, is call'd' 
the Dutcheſs of Vayour;. ;.a Woman rais'd to that Title 
by the King's Bounty for the Sake ef his Love. She 
hasa refin'd Wit, and * s all can be ſaid in her Praiſe. 
| t an indiffe- 
rent Painter to employ his Skill, unleſ it were, in de- 
ſeribing what the Taylor endeavours to hide, and that's 
a Deformity much like mine, a remarkable Bunch i 
the Back. Vet this great Monarch loves her paſtionate- 
Ir and No not be ealily crol;' NA in his Amours. 3 
2.5 © The: 
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n and his Mother have endeavour'd by di- 
vets Methods! 'to'teclaim him; but all prove ineffectual. 
A while ago they ſet his Confeſſor to work, who, with 


abundance of unſceaſonable Gravity, repreſented; to the 


young invincible Monarch, the ill Conſequences of un- 
lawful Love (for theſe Infidels eſteem none HAwful, but 
what is beſtow'd-only''on one Wife] He ſaid all that 
was proper for a Feſuit to urge on ſuch an Occaſion, 
and a great deal more; threatning the Royal Lover with 
ente Pananes, and I know not what Impatient of 
this Diſcourſe from a Subject, yet reſpecting the Cha- 
racter he bore as a Prieſt, the with a reſery'd 
Countenance, thank'd him for his pious Counſel, tell- 
ing him withal, that for the future he diſcharg d him 
from his Service, being refolv'd to obey the old Canons of 
the Church, and confeſs to none but the Prieſt of the 
Pariſſ. Thus the yoor! Jeſait was diſcarded; and be- 
ſides the King's Diſpleaſure, he has drawn upon himſelf 
the Cenſures and Curſes of his whole Order, for diſoz 
Higing ſo potent a em ger oniy to peaks two peeviſh. 
_ Women. N cin 
IIluſtrious — Kings are as Gods on Earth; 

and they eſteem it a Profanation of their Divinity, 


when their W are too e n W; their 


Subjects. n 
Baris, 7 oy 1 Maas. | 
of. the. Tear IO” . 
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75 Peſteli Hall i; bis. Brother, Maſter e of et 
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. 7 a HE New which FIR 1588 inn 
fect me with incredible Delighs were: ſuch a 
Thing — to come to Paſs. It is a long Time ſince 


: "wool af. 
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have been weary of dwelling in Putise and; of, con- 
verſing only with Infidels. There is a perfect Anupathy | 
between their Humours and mine. And tis no ſchall 
Violence a Man does to his Nature in ſuch a, Caſe, 
when all his Actions and Words are — This 
gves mightily againſt the Grain. But I have thought 
nothing too much to do or ſuffer for our great Maſter's 
Intereſt: And | I'm. ſtill of the fame Reſolution. Yet 
Nature itſelf abhors Force and Reſtraint. I bereſore- 
'twould be a vaſt Comfort to be recall'd from this diſa 
greeable Station, and placd in ſome other Poſt, Where 
J. might rv Cog! and the ene gene with more 
eh. 
7 Beſides; baren met wich 1 but Perſecotions and 
Reprodehia from ſome at the Serag lia, ever ſince I came 
to this City; as I have oſten hinted in my Diſpatches 
to the Grandes, and particularly once to the noble 
Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa, our Countryman and Friend. 
Wherein I alſo. implor'd his Favour and Intereeſſion, 
that I might have leave to retire into Arabia, and ſpend 
the reſt of my Days in the Place where I firſt drew my 
Breath; or at leaſt, that I might be permitted to return 
to Conſtantinople, and give an Account of my 4 1 1 
in theſe Parts, tho it were to the Loſs oi my. Head i Ty 
] deſerv'dit.. __ my 
I perceive that generous Baſſa took Compaſlion o on . 
my FSufferings, and has done his utmoſt to relieve me. 
'Tis to him I owe the Propoſal that was made in the 
Divan, of ſending me to the Court of the Grand Mo- 
gul, there to negotiate ſome N Affairs of Impor- Ie 
tance for the Sultan. bi; 
| There is nothing that I have had a greater Paſſion for | 
theſe many Years, than the Happineſs of viſiting thoſe 
remote Parts of the Earth, ſo venerable for the Anti- 
quity of their Inhabitants, and the Excellency of their 
Laws, Cuſtoms, Religion, and Government; I mean 
the Gentile Indians, and not the Race of the Moguls, 
who came out of Tartaty, and are but of yeſterday, 
in a com e with the * People, whoſe Ge: 
nn. 
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nealogies and Poſſeſſions of that Country, firetch beyond 


5 all the Records in the Norld beſide. In © 


Ever ſince I read the Journal of thy rebels in the- 


Eaft, I was inflam'd with an-irdent Defire to ſee that 


renowned Nation, to converſe with the Bramins; and 


pry into the Myſteries of their unknown * 


Which occaſions ſo much Diſcourſe in the World. 
I know not what ails me, but I promiſe my ſelf more 
Satis action from their Books, were I capable of under- 


ſanding the Language in which they are writ, or from 


the Lips of thoſe Prieſts who have em in their Cuſto- 


dy, than from all the Propbets and“ Sages in the World. 


I fancy I ſhould find ſomething prodigiouſly ſtrange and 
amazing in their Hiftory, yet {quaring with human 
Reaſon, and Probability of Truth. 1 ſhou'd meet 
with Arguments which I cannot yet ſtart, to prove the 
Eternity of the Morlu; Arguments clear ind demon- 


ſtrative: Such as wou d eſtabliſh this Dottrinel againſt 
al Objections that have or can be made to the contrary. 


The Idea which I already entertain of fo unmeaſura- 
ble a Duration, is only founded on my own natural 
Thoughts, and ſupported by the concurrent Opinion of 
ſeveral antient Philoſophers. * But I ſhou'd' hope to ſee 
it diſcover'd by theſe Indian Records," to be a Truth as 


bright as the Sun, and fd as * Center of the 


Earth. 


There is another Thing, for which 1 mightily 5 
mire the Indians; and wherein I endeavour to imitate 


them to the utmoſt of my Power: That is, the Juſtice 


and Tenderneſs they ſhew towards the Beaſts. Tis a 
Thing which needs a conſiderable Expiation, if by 


Chance they kill any living Creature: But, if they do 


it wilfally, out of cruel Wantonneſs or Malice, and not 


in their own Defence, *tis puniſti d with Death, no leis 
than if they had murther'd a Man. No Care of 


Health, or Fear of Diſſolution by Sickneſs, can tempt 
one of the Brachman Race, to taſte a Bit of Fleſh: 


Much leſs cou d they be induced by the meer Pleaſure 


of their Appetites, to commit that which they eſteem 


To enormous a Sin, and the very Fountain of all other 
1 Vices- 
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Vices. They count it the greateſt Injuſtice that can 
be, to ſuſtain their on Lives by the Death of any of 
their Fellow- Animals; and they eſteem it a Puſillanimi- 
ty unbecoming a Man, when he dares not venture his 
Life on the Fruits of the Earth, and the Milk of Cat- 
tle, which he may enjoy in Innocence, and Nature 
affords him more chan enough, of all forts of lawful 
Nouriſhment. - 

This reli igious Aba is the Mother of Heroic 
Virtues ; and thoſe who practiſe it inviolably, are al- 
ways in a State to contemn the World, Death, and all 
momentary Things. Hence it is, that the Hadians go 
to the Irviſible World as chearfully, as they wou d ta Z 
a Journey to China and Perſia, Turky, or any other 
Part of the Earth. For they eſteem Death no other 
than a Setting out, or Voyage of the Soul to a more 
ins Region 

But, I need not infiſt ſo — on theſe Things to 0. 
thee,” who haſt been among them, and art tach 
acquainted with their Genizs and Inclination. I ſlide 
into this Diſcourſe inſenſibly, by the Pleaſure I take in 
thinking of theſe People and their admirable Virtues, 
as a Man falls in Love with a beautiful Woman, by at- 
tentively gazing on her, and many Times forgets him» 
{elf and the Buſineſs he was about, commits Errors and 
Indecencies, and 'thro” the Confuſion of his Spirits, is | 
quite loft, like one in a Wood. 

Io return therefore to my Purpoſe : A Journey to is 
dies would be very pleafantto me on ſeveral other Ac- 
counts. The very Stars of my Nativity inclin'd me to 
travel, and from my Cradle, in my Father's Houſe I 
was tranſported to Conſtantinople, many hundreds of 
Leagues from the Place of my Birth. Thou know'ſt 
what a Roamer I've been fince that Time: And I can 
aſſure thee, I retain the ſame Diſpoſition ſtill. Bot 

there's no Country under the Moon which I wiſh to ſee 

with greater Earneſtneſs, than Iadoſtan; the very 
Name whereof ſounds almoſt as ſweet as that of Para- 

diſe. Doubtleſs, tis the Eden of the Earth in many 
e And the Inhabitants believe there was no 


better 


better for the Qtightal, Paraduok Mankind-to/dvelli in, 
ranking the Hiſtory of Maſes on that Subject in the 
Number of celebrated Fables. L approve not this 
Cenſure of the Jadiers;: yet Lbeiltbee as 2 Maſlulma n,- 
L dare ſay, the myſterious W ritings. of. Moſes are quite 
miſunderſtood by the greateſt Part of Mankind. Nei. 
ther can any: twor of his Interpreters, agree exacty 
which was the particular Situation of Paradiſe: Some 
plant that Garden in Mefopotamias: others 1n"Palc/tine 3 


and à third Sortaffirm, 'twas in gr This Man will 


have it in Ala, that in 22 ca. They are divided in 
ir Opinions. And I might as well ſay, tas under 


the -RedSea. 2 botha and bring as many 


cabalaſticꝭ Pioaſa to deſend it But, it ſigniſies nothing 


tak fat | e ane Plite is a-Pazadile,. 


which a Man fancies: to be ſo; and nothing can beat 


me off from the :Conceit I have of the Indies. Ange 
Beſides, I ſhou'd take a vaſt Delight in my Journey 


chither; ether I: went- by. the Way of the Black- 


Sea, and ſo through the antient Kingdoms of Calebis, 


Georgia, and Cathay, coaſting along the Foot of Mount 
Taurus: Or, by the more common Road, through 
Syria, Arabia, and Pena. Either Way wou'd * 


Matter of Thought to a contemplative Man, whilſt in 


ſome Places he beholds the Ruins of famous Cities; and 
his Eyes revel on the Spoi ils of Time, of Fire, of War, 


or of Earthquakes. * others he beholds whole Pro- 


vinces laid waſte, and diſpeopled, only meeting here 
and there a few Cots, Herds, or Tents of Arabs, A 


tara, or Circaſtan Herdimen ; who ſtraggle up 


down the pleaſant Fields of Ata, to * and chat 
convenient Paſtures for their Cattle. 216242. dient <1 


S 


How plealant would it be = 5 
1 and behold the Tents of the Sons of inael, 
ſpread o'er the Plains of the vaſt and horrible: Deſart? 


To meet with Em:75.and- 12 N Arabia, with their 


Flocks and Herds, ſummering it up and down, and 


frolicking from Mountain to ley at their Pleaſure. - 
From this to paſs to another Variety in Per/ia, 5 


be h divertings. What Kind ee 
Thave 


: A 
- be F? , nv > cs 


hs 2, 


Vol. VI. a Sry at Pars, 137 


I have whilſt on my Bed, within che Walls of Bapuat, 
the Stage of ſo many great and renown'd Actions men- 


tion'd in antient Hiſtory ! I ſhould call to mind Semira- 


is, the Foundreſs of that noble City, and all her 
Wars wich the Indians and other Nations of the Eaſt. 
I ſhofld reflect on her Policy, and the Weakneſs of 
her Son Ninas. I Thould conſider the various Tranſla- 
tions of the Baftern Empire; the alternate Fates of the 
Medes, Afjjrians, "Babylonians, * and Perfians.. Ti me 
from thenee I ſhould naturally fall upon the Conqueſt 
Alexander the Great; the Riſe of the Macedonian Em- 
pire; the Death of that mighty Heso in Babylon,” and 
the cantonizing the Empire among his chief Officers. 
Such Memoirs- as theſe, would walken my Thoughts of 
the Vanity of all human Affairs, as it does at this 
Time: And particularly I reflect on my Folly, in ſet- 
ting my Heart ſo much on en to a r 5 
I. am never like to ſe. 
For, alas, my dear Brother, 1 am not able 5 en- 
dure at this Age the Hardfhips of ſo long à Journey, as. 
I could in my Youth. Much Sicknels has impair'd 
the Strength of my Conſtitution Lam grown as ten- 
der as an Infant. The leaſt Puff of Wind. is ready to 
blowy out the Flame of Life? And whereas formerly? 
neither Heat nor Cold, Hunger nor Thirſt, Labour or 
Watching could hurt me; now my Health receives Da- 
mage from every one of theſe. I could not poſſibly 
Hand Pain of travelling two or three 
without a Drop of Water to refreſh my 
panting Soul. An habitual Fever has made me the thir- 
ſtieſt Man in the World. Then I am not able to bear 
the ſcorching Heats of the Sun, to which a Traveller 
in thoſe Parts is neceſſarily expoſed. I ſhould daily diſ- 
ſolve like Wax, or rather exhale in Smoke, in the 
midſt of ſo many Fervours. In a Word, my Body is 
ſo infirm, that I am very ſure to die, before L can get 
half Way to Haufen, let me take the neareſt Road * 
can. 1c | 
Vet, if the 222 of the Porte ſhall think fit to 
won ON Jam dg For 1 take no-farther Care 
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of my Life, than | as I may be ſerviceable to the e 
Sipmior. 5 
I intend to write to que luflrious Friend 3 it. 5 
the mean time do thou for me, what the Prudence of a 
Man, and the Affection of a Brother ſhall ſuggeſt, as 
moſt conducing to the Intereſt of our Sovereign, and 
Live own Honour, which we ought. to prefer to. our 
ves. 
Our Mother is in Health, and flute thee with a ren 
der Embrace. 


Paris, 975 ir the 34 Moon, 
35 Wy. Tear: Gas | 


* * Se 
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To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Serre. 
I Gy | tary of the Ottoman Empire. 


\H I'S Court bf late WY OR, a double raue 3 * 

one of real Sorrow for the Dutcheſs of Sa uoꝰs 
Death, who was of the Blood Royal of France; the 
other of counterfeit Mourning for the Death of Carolus 
Foſephus Brother to the German Emperor. For they 
inwardly rejoice at this latter, and wiſh the whole Houſe 
of Auſtria were laid in their Graves: That F amily 
being the only Obſtacle to the Grandeur at which the 
French Monarchy afpires ; the only Rub which, Cardi- | 
nal Rich/ieu and his Sueceſſor Maarini found in their 
Way, when they ſought to, the en to the 
Empire of the Wet. _. 

The Riſe and Fall of Ki b che various Changes 
of Government, the alternate Fate of Nations, are 
Themes worthy of a Maſſlmams Thoughts; conſider- 
ing that the victorious and happy Oſinans at this Day 
poſſeſs the Territories of ancient Renown, the Provin- 
ces and Dominions which formerly made the: fe 
Vi igure and Noiſe in the World. * 

nat 


| La 
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What is now become of the thoſt famous Monarchies 


01 Babylon, Perſia, Aria, Macedon, Greece and 


Rome / Look for the myſterious and learned Kingdom 
of Egypt; the religious State of the Fews 3 ; the moſt 
ancient Kingdoms of the Sycianians and Argi ves: Fi 1 
Commonwealths of Lacedæ mos and Athens; wit 

many other Countries mentioned in the Records of 


Time, and we ſhall find them all ſwallowed up in the 


univerſal Empire of the Ortomans.. 
The Hiſtory of Belus, and how he got the Sove- 


reignty by Hunting; of Niuus his Son who firſt taught 
the World the Methods of {do/atry ; of Senyramis, 


 Nynias, Sardanapalus, Arbaces, Belochus, and the re 


of thoſe ¶ rian Monarchs, ſound now like. an anti- 
quated Tale or Dream. Neither is there any more 
Life at this Time in the Babylonian and Perſian Regi- 
ſters. The mighty Acts of the-Nebuchadnezzars, Cy- 
rus's, and the reſt of thoſe renowned Conquerors, now 


| frve but as Foils to ſet off the more glorious Enterpri- 


zes and Succeſſes of our immortal Sultans. FD. 

Tis true, the Perfars at this Day retain ſome Frag- 
ments of that once vaſt and formidable E aftern Empire. 
And the Germant have'a Shadow of the ancient Impe- 
rial Majeſty of the Romans.” But both the one and the 
other are grown efeminate_ and weak ; they have loſt 
the Virtue, che Power,” and. Fortune of their Prede- 
ceſſors.” . 

Thou haſt cravelPd bil al the Domi: of 100 So- 


„li, and been an Eye witnels of the Pgr/ian Luxury, 
Libertiniſm, and Nakedneſs. Thou haft Teen the 


ſpring of heroick Sages transform'd to Swine, Dogs, 


Aſſes, and other contemptible Brutes, as if they'd: 
drank of Circe's Cup. So fatal is it to decline from 


| the Way of Virtue: nay, fo impoſſible even to ſtand 


till in that facred Path, without being violently pull'd 
backward: In a word, "thou art ſo thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with the preſent State of Petſia, and all its Circum- 
ſtances, that I ſhould appear too officious in pretending 
to deſeribe, either the W or the People that in- 
110 there. 


But 
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. their Neighbours, not daring to be the firſt. 
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But as to Europe thou profeſſeſt thy ſelf a Stranger, 


| and haſt commanded me to characteriae this Quarter of 
Ki World: 1 in Germany makes the maſk: ma. | 


a a 


Ambition, Inſtruments of her deſign d Se — 1 
1s no leſs than the Maſtern Empire. 
As for the Duke of Savoy, he is a mere » TexninBall, 


or a Shuttle-Cock, bandied to au fro 0 the Kings 


of France and Sain. 

The Swwiſ/es are por and mercenary. jr wh cannot 
tay at home, . unleſs they. could. banquet, on the [Fur 
and Stones: For all the Fleſh, Fruit, and Corn, in the 
Land, ig not half enough to keep them alive, and they 
tave little or no, Money but what. they get abroad. 
This makes? em all Travellers, and moſt of them take 


| up the Trade of e. ſerve the Pope, the French 


ing, and man Princes ſor Pay: And where 
55 onde el enga Fong ned a) ry true to their Truſt. But, 
T can tell thee, 4 ene to fight fox fg 
Grand. Signior,, u 5 1 would allow em plenty of 


25 


Wine, which thou Know, 1 is co 1 5 to the Discipline 


of the Malſulmans Armies; an Soilſes are the 
profeſſed dorers of þ 43k : eg ; fl 

The Hollauders are induſtrious * nich z bey mind 
hanicks. They 
would fain of the Indies — the Ze- 
want to Rea Ly ES traffick that they, may be 
in a Condition to ght, nd they fight to eftabliſhicheir 
Commerce; having no Senſe of 3 but only of 
Profit. If they attempt any Conqueſt, or make an In- 
vaſion, it muſt be in America, or ſome other remote 
Country ; for they are only upon the Defenſive. among 


in a War: In a Word, they are 11e a Neſt ot Piſmires 
that trudge up and down continually to get Proviſion, 
but 


2 
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put ſting and bite thoſe under whoſe: Protection they 
live, if they have an Opportunitʒ. 

Tis thought the Prince of Orange, 4 deſcends 


from an illuſtrious Stock, will e're long reduce thoſe 
Republicans to another Form of Government. The 


and Fre. 
ON Uu lhe Bulwark of Chiiftndur a- 


gainſt the mighty Power of the Oftomamt and Tartars. 


| But in my Opinion, one of our Ambaffadors at the Em- 
> perors Court gave a truer Deſcription of it, when, he 


- compar'd Germany to a great Monſter with many Heads 


t and Tails, which having Deſire to break © thiro? a 


Ss certain quick#ſet'Fence'or Hedge, and each Farin 


2 Head making way where it could beſt, among the leſs 


y entangled Branches; were all caught in 515 many different 


d. Nobfes, by the Interpoſition of ſtrong Trees, and ſo 
8 the Vfonſter was förcd to retire with Shame 1 Loſs: 


mal with one Head and many Tails, and that one Head 


untwiſted Ends of a ten ſtring d Cord paſs thro a Ring 

or Hole. wen the ühited Part has led them the Way. 
I ſböuld have mention'd Hah, Poland, Denmark, 

Muſeouy, and other' Regions of Europe, bur it would 2 


Time to write nor thou Patience to read at once. 


the Pain . gt 
eam discern em t | 
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French ſtyle him” the Head and Heart of the United. 
States; a" thefe, chou Know'ft, command t the Hands 


Whereas, he ſaid, the Oſnan Empire was like an Ani- 


not encountering the like Difficulties, eaſily p {sd thro”, 
being follow'd by the Tails with” one Conſent, às the 


too tedious for one Letter, Which I ſhould neither have | 


Therefore, Tdeſire cher to accept of this only as a 
rough Drau, he, * imperfect Sketch of ſome Parts of 
the" NN 8 . 0 bite Diſpatches I will imitate 
vour to draw each Member and 

Lineament 'of ke og Body to the Life, as near as * 
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M AY God multiply his Bleſings on thee, and 
VI. cauſe thy Heart to ſparkle with freſh Lights and 
new Joys, like the Sky-Rockets on a Dunalme,); or, 
_ Riyal Holiday.) Accept alſo a ſmall Preſent, not worthy 
an Inventory, (conſiſting only of a few Pictures, Look ' 
ing-glaſſes, Watches, and other ManufaQures of France) 
from the Hands of Mahmut, thy Countryman, Son of 
thy Father's Neighbour, and a voluntary Slave of thoſe 
who ſerve thee, if I had the Honour of an Oppor- 


tunity. 0 


me to expect greater Kindneſſes; nay, in a manner, aſ- 
ſures me of them : Becauſe I know the Nature ef true 
Generoſity is ſuch, that where it once begins. to faſten 
on an Object, it never ceaſes to communicate its Favours, 
till damn d Perfidy gives a Check to the Current. And 
may he be damu'd that then has the Impudence to aſk 
DR BY OE. d 
But, Praiſe be to God, my Cale is otherwiſe; Iam 
not in the Namber of the ungrateful and. treacherous : 
And therefore with Boldneſs I preſume once more to 
addreſs to the Duſt of thy Feet, illuſtrious Baſſa, beg- 
ging thy Patronage and Shelter from the Perſecution of 


o 


Thon know'it. I came to Paris in the Year 1637 0 1. 
the Chriſtian Hegira. The Sun had then reviſited the a 
Sign he was in at my Nativity, juſt the eight and 2 Ce 

; | 5 tieth At: 


my Enemies, whoſe whole Endeavour is to ruin me. th 
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tieth Time. I was a mere Voungſter in the World. 


However, my Superiors thought me fit for this Em- 
ployment. How I have acquitted my ſelf in it ever 
ſince, I leave to themſelves to judge: Yet, for Faſhion's. 
ſake, they will be always a finding Faults. One Syco- 
phant or other is perpetually railing againſt me, when 
they find any of the Vixirs, and other Grandees in an 
Humour to hearken to them. I fancy *tis for want 
of "Diſcourſe. When they have nothing elle to talk of, 
then they fall a cenſuring of poor Maß mur, who under- 

s more Fatigues than a hun- 
dred thouſand ſuch * 'Thlouch * This Word Thiguch 
as they. 1 can't imagine what ab, left fo in the Ita- 
they aim at; unleſs it be, that lian, and the Engliſh 
che eule have me turn Chri- © Tranſlator knows not 
ftian, and enter my ſelf into what to make of it. 
ſome Monaſtery. | 

Suffer me, my noble Friend; to tell thee, as a 
Man cannot want for Temptations to ſuch a Change of 
his Faith, without being confin'd to a recluſe Life. He 
may be a Friar or a 2 a Prieſt or a Lapman, 
a Zealot or an Hypocrire, a Chimmey eveeper or an Abbot, 
which he pleaſes, according as he is qualified.” And I 
can aſſure thee, he that would be a good Man, which 
is beyond all the reſt, has Incentives enough among the 
Profeffors of the Nazarene Worſhip, tho” the greateſt 
Part are wicked.” 

As for me, I never thought that true Religion con-- 
ſiſted in empty Names and Titles, in Forms and Cere- 


. monies, in Parties and Factions, or in any thing but in 


a Life conform to Reaſon, and to the Will of God. 
They take me here at Paris for a Mo/davian Ram- 
bler, that has read ſomething more than the Pariſb- 
Clerks. And becauſe they know I underſtand Greet, 
Sclavonian, and two or three Languages more, they 


| would fain make me a Prieſt, Doctor, Orator, or any 
| thing that [ would accept of, to ſerve an Intereſt. And 


Jam compell'd to uſe either a downright Humility, or 
a" for&d' Pride, that I may handſomely evade their- 
Courtſhip: 'Convincing em I that I am _—_— 

for 
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for ſuch Dignities ; at other Seaſons telling em I am 
above Inferior Orders, and that nothing lels than an 
Archbiſhop's Pall, or a Cardinal's Hae „ will ſatisfy my 
A nbition. | 

Thus J really diemble, ank jeſt het Fr m earneſt out 
of ample Eſtates, to ſerve God, his Prophet, and the 
Grand Signior: Vet am tradue'd at the Seraglio for a 
_ Hypocrite, an Infidel, and God knows what: © f 

Here's honeſt Eliachim the Few undergoes the ir 
Fate; whilſt thoſe of his own Party, eſpecially the 
Rabbi s, proclaim him every where for a Cbriſtian, | 
and the Nagarenes point at him as a Turk. Only my 
Landlord where I before lodg'd, who is an honeſt old | 
drunken Fleming, takes Eliachim for a Saint, and ſwears 
he will have him canoniz'd after his Death: And all 
this for no other Reaſon, but becauſe Eliachim treats 
him now and then with a Bottle of Wine: | So partial 
are all Men to their own Humours and Intereſts. But 
the Truth on't is, Eliachim's an excellent Counterfeit, | 
and my Landlord is not the only Man who has this Ve- 
neration for him. He paſſes for a very good Catholick, 
and a holy Man among a great many others. His 
Looks are ſo demure, his Mien ſo compos'd, and he 
has ſuch. godly Diſcourſe with him; about the Sacra- 
ments, Indalgenoes, Miracles, and Graces.of theChurch, 
when he 1s in db in with Chriſtians, that he would 
deceive the Span Inquiſition, and cheat the Devil 
himſelf.” | 

Such is be ene we are forc'd to ala to our Klees 
who live in thele hazardous Stations. And yet no body 
conſiders us, or regards our Zeal for the Grand Signior. 
Our Reputation, Liberty, and Lives are precarious. 
We are not only in perpetual Danger of the Revenge of 
the Nazarenes who are our real Enemies; but alſo ex- 
pos'd to the Envy, Malice, and Perſecution 18 theſe 
who ought to be our Friends. | 

I have often complain'd of the malicious Ani 
[thrown on me by Jcing: Cap Oglani, and his Aſſoci 
ates : And the Miniſters were pleas'd to receive my A- 


ane But now 1 * greater Treachery. I ſent 
an 
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WE ——— 2—.— by 4 
My. 


TY. — — 
» _— - _ 
2&0 * a, — — — — — 
x 2 2 — 2 
— — — þ - 1 ® % 
— —__ MT 


echte I. — wr Home 10 
ings; between the Hours ef Nine and Ten, Lre- 
18 a Hreaſt- Plate, rightagainſt 

Heart, Nn but I could perceibe the 
og Necho — po this, Blow s and Self-preſervation + 
7 edistely to ſeize on Him, and grapple as 

1 8 his Arms with mine at a 
he ance.,fromj aur: Bodies. Lam but little and 
et I have a ſtrong Spring with my Body when? 
| A nee rouzid, as: thou Wilt imagine I. Was now. 

x | es, 1,bhave — meg cettain Preſence of Mind int 
ume g Danger, which fails not tõ prompt me with the 
readieſfand moſt proper Courſe to eſtape. In a word, 

I 9 0 the Ponyard out of the Ruffian's Hand, and 
fabb'd him dead with it, mot thinking it fafe to makes 
a Niſe, but chuſing rather to die if my Strength fail'd - * 
wer „ban by grx inge dut for Help, run the Riſque o 
Conſequences: .For-T had long expected ſonie ſuch 
5 this upan my Life, from my Enemies at — 
Porte And concluding this Fellow to be one employ'd 
on by them for that Purpoſe, I thought it no Prudence o 
b have him lewd; by the J/atch and puniſh'd by the 
| ody Lax, leſt he ſhonld in Revenge. diſcover me and my 
4 Buſimeſs to theſe Irfidels. '- Therefore I play d the Exe- 
a4 cutjonar m ſeif, andiſent-him out of hand to another 
World to prevent his telling Tales in this. Thou wilt 
ſay there Was no Injuſtice in this, fince it was in my 
own Deſence, and to ſave the Hapdur of my Sovereign. 
As he fell, he uttered theſe Words in a faint broken 
Tone, Mahmut, ny Deatb will be revenged before long, 


and you Fd r woe en. that 3 16 en iow: Jou. Then 
he ad. f 


- — 

* ES 
— — — 
r 


PEST 


— — 
„323 2 2 * 
— 
—— 
2 


— oo 
5 —— 


2 7 
131 
. it 
4 2 
1 
” 24 
N 1 
: 344 
"8 T9 % 
=. oO 
. 7 474 2 U 
As 
5 1 
in 
Wk \ 
4 ” — 
i IS - 
Ft : \ 
ad 
4.898 
g v - 4 
4 . 
g ©! 
i 
4 
1 
bi 
7 © 
« 
"LF" 
1 * 
] 
N 
1 
34 
wo 
| 


| 

* 
+ 

7 
0 
x 


18 
I 


You. VL FH | This 


4 « 


ploy'd by ſomebody-at the Parte: For how elſe ſhould 
he know my true Name? But upon ſecond Thoughts, 
J cannot be certain, but that he was ſet at Work by 

my old Sicilian Maſter, ſince he knew my Name al. 


| becauſe, it is not. probable that the njide/ would take fo | 


| ogra is tried. | 
Paris, iS 7th of ohe «th Moon, 


— 


146 LARS Writ y vol. vi. 
This made me preſently conclude, that he was em- 


However, J have great Reaſon to ſuſpect the Former; 


chargeable and troubleſome a Method to murder me. 


Neither had he Provocation enough. Beſides, for 


ought I know, he may be dead. God only is acquainted 
with the Truth. However, to prevent future Aſſaults 
of this Nature, and a great many other Inconvenien- 
cies. I have remov'd myſeif to a new Lodging, in the 
moſt obſcure Corner of the City, and very remote from 
the Place where I liv'd before, being reſolv'd alſo not 
to frequent the Court, nor any publick Places, as J have | 
done formerly, but to take ocher Meaſures for Intel- 
_ SRI. 
Whit I defire of hol is, to este my Cafe fi p 
vourably to the Divan, that they may approve of my 0 
Conduct. Do alſo whatever elſe thou judges! the Part a 
of a Country. man and a Friend. | 
As for the Event, I patiently wait the Appointments 
of Deſtiny. For tis in vain to be too ſollicitous. 
Adieu, High- born Kerker, and forget not Mahmut 
in his Diſtreſs. For, . is 18 Tine W N true 


of the Year 1664. 


I R VIII. 
To 0 Nathan Ben Saddi, 4 Jew at Vienna. 


») E not aliſhairientd at the Troubles which thou en- 
0 countereſt in this World of Lotteries. But, re- 
member the —_ of Thad Rabbi“. „ That EVIL 
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 ewhich is Old at Nigb, 7s Jet. the Off-/pring f every 


Morning. The Ages are meaſur d exactly, and our Hours 
are checquer'd With equal Mixtures of Happineſs and 
Misfortune. We are not born to our own Deſires. 
And as not a Man of us can remember how he was 


form'd in the Womb, ſo have we no Reaſon to repine 


at what happens to us ſince we came out of it. What- 
ever Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs took care of us 
then, and afterwards inſpir'd our Mothers and Nurles 


with Tenderneſs, and a thouſand Degrees of Patience 
beyond what is recorded of Fob, the ets wil provide i 


tor us to Eternity. 
The Deſire of Knowledge kill'd ps and the ſame 


Luſt, propagated with his Seed, deſtroys all his Poſte- 


rity. We can never be Grisfy'd i in our Confinement to 
this World, and therefore we flounce and flutter on all 
Sides, like Fiſh or Birds in a Net, to find a Way out: 
Whilſt we do but entangle ourſelves the faſter, render 
our Reſtraint more uneaſy, and delay the Poſſibility of 
our Releaſe. Whereas "gd would ſoon ſet us free, 


and rank us among the Immortals. One thinks to 


eſcape by high-drinking ; another by Fevers of Love 
or Glory; and a Third conceits he ſhall by his Gold, 


be able to bribe the Watch, who guard the laſt Paſſes | 


of -this Life, and perſuade 'em to let him ſcamper fafe 


to Paradiſe. - Alas ! alas! all this is but the Sophiſtry 


of our Paſſions. Tis in vain to think of haſt'ning or 


retarding our Fate ; our Time is ſet, tho' we know not 


the Period. Reſignation is our beſt Leſſon, and Pru- 
dence the next. 
Perhaps thou wilt call this a Soha n, rather than” a 


Letter. But I adviſe thee to read it with the Eyes of a 


Stoicł; that is, whether it pleaſes thee or not regard it 
no farther than it agrees with Reaſon. I would fain 
aſk of the Man who expects to have his Will accom- 


pliſhd in this Life, whether he can prevail upon the 


Sun to riſe any Morning within the Arctick Circle, or 
the Moon to deſcend ſome Night, and ſweep the Snow 
off from the Top of Mount Athos. So inexorable is 


our Deſtiny, ſo unnalterable the Decrees of Fate. 
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© Be not t troubled therefore at any thing; but remem- 
ber, that thou art a Part of the Univerſe, and that 
nothing can betide thee, Which 15 not ſor the Good of 
| the Whole. 

What I have ſaid, is to a Yeh againſt all the Con- 
tingencies which may aſſault thee-unawares, ruſhing: 
upon thee on a ſudden from behind the Veil, which 
covers all the Deſigns of Providence and Nature, De 
Roy ah Chance: 

I myfelf have lately experienc'd, that it is good to 
be thus. prepar d for future Events, 208 narrowly 
eſcap'd Death by a. little timely Forecaſt. 

It is not neceſſary tor thee at this Time to Jinan: all 
the Citcuraſtances of my Danger. Suffice it to ſay, 
That I was aſfaffinated in the ul Kkill'd him that de- 
ſigned to be me my Murderer, and am now forced to 
remove my Habitation. 

Eltiachin thy Brother in Thrael will be at 2 1enna with- 
in fourteen Days. He will give thee a farther Account 
of all Things which it behoves thee to know); with 
freſh, Inftruftions concerning my neao Lodgings, and 1 the : 
Method we muſt: obſerve for the future 3n- conveying L 
Letters, W. e cannot be too eautious in n the Grand f Srgnior 8 0 
Buſineſs. ü 
As for our own Lives, let us Ensgine they were only 
ſent to ſerve him, on whole Life 76 — en of 
Lives depend. 27 
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2 0 Zeidi Alamanzi, a Merchant at Venice, 


& * x 


1 420 oblio'd to ſend — 0 Letters at this Time- to 
all the Slaves of the Grand coma who! have Buſi- 


nels 


ww 
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For the ſame Seaton, I now write to thee; thou need 


not enquire aſter the Occaſion of this Conduct; nor 


wonder at any Thing that happens to us extraordinary 
in theſe hazardous Pos: We muſt expect to encounter 
with Rubs and Obſtacles in ſerving our Great Maſter. 
If theſe Difficulties have but their proper Effect, Which 


is to whet our Inventions, increaſe our Diligence and 


confirm us in our Zeal ; all ſhall go well. 

The Soul of Man never diſplays her Faculties: = 
PerfeRtions with greater Luſtre, than when ſhe is envi- 
ron d with Perils. Theſe are the Tryals of Fortitude, 
Prudence, Juſtice, and all the Virtues, He that ſinks 
under Mistortunes, and ergis Events, has either no- 
Soul, or "tis Aſleep. 

Courage then, Fellow-Slave, and let thy Heart beat 

a continual Alatm. Be not diſmay*d at any Thing, 
vor let Sell. Love bereave thee of thy Honour : But _ 
on in thy Duty, and truſt thy Soul to God. | 

Thou livelt in a City where Virtue and Vice are in 
Emulation, ſtil! ſtriving to ſurpaſs each other: There 


are not more wicked People in the World than Venice 


affords, nor yet more Pious and Good. Follow thou 


. the beſt Pazteris, and be happy. But do nothing by 


bare Imitation ; for that's the right Way to become a - 
Hypoctite. Let all thy Actions proceed from vital 


Principles of Reaſon: and Generoſity in thy ſelf, and 


when thou ſeeſt rare Examples, let em ſerve only to 


awaken and rouze thy innate Virtue. 


Send me no Letters till thou haſt receiv'd freſh Or- 
ders from the Porte. They will furniſh thee with all 
neceſſary Inſtructions. After that, let me hear from: 


| theeas often as thou wilt. Thy Diſpatches will be 


always welcome. ' Let them contain Matter of. Intelli- 

119 05 chiefly, and that of the freſneſt Date. Penetate 
into the Councils of the Republic where thou reſideſt. 

| A 8 
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150 LET TERS Mrit by Vol. VI. 
Inſinuate thy ſelf with the Senators and Grandes. Dive 
into their Hearts, and unlock their Secrets. Commu- 
nicate nothing but the Truth to the Miniſters of the 
Porte, or to me. If thou canſt diſcover their Inclina- 
tions to a Peace, or their abſolute Need of it, thou wilt 
do an acceptable Service to the Grand Signior, and to 
the whole Empire of the Faithyi 22 For then we bring 

em to our own Terms. 

Zeidi, to God JI recommend inp defiring kim to 
preſerve thee from Vine, Women, and Cards, which 
are the three capital Teupen of Fexite. «AQ 


Pas 1H} of the 6th Moon, | 4% 71 M bed 
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: F377 | 
To Murat, Baſſa. 1 b 
12 „ eaſi ly divine the Reaſons wt I am fo much 


neglected by the Miniſters of the Porte. Above L 
four Years have paſſed away, wherein many notable E- } 
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vents have happened; yet no Body thought it worth 
his Labour to inform Mahmut of any Thing. So that 
all the Notices I could gain of remote Tranſactions, 
are owing either to the publick News of Europe, or at 1 
| beſt to ſome particular Letters of Merchants reſiding in 
| this City, with whom I conſerve an Intimacy, for the 
| Sake of Intelligence, and for other Cauſes. TS 55 
Thus I ſhould have been in Ignorance to this Day, 
what Iflue the Baſ/z of Aleppo's Rebellion had, were it 
not for an accidental Interview I lately had of ſome 
French Travellers who came ſrom C onſtantinople. Theſe 
inform'd me of the ſudden Fate of that Baſſa, when he 
was at the Height of all his Grandeur, within, a few 
Days March of the Imperial City, at the Head of a 
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dation with the Grand Signior. They much extol his 
Bravery and Reſolution: For the French are naturally 
Lovers of ſuch as dare boldly oppoſe their Sovereign. 
They equally condemn the fly Perfidiouſneſs of Mortaxa 


Baſſa, to whoſe ſafe Conduct the Generous Rebel 
truſted his Life, and by that Eaſineſs loſt it. Vet they 
applaud Mortaza's Loyalty, Courage, and Wiſdom, 
with the eminent Services he afterwards did the Empire, 
in leading the Army againſt Ragotsti, Prince of Tran- 


filvania, which at length lifted him to the Government 
of Babylon, © | | | 


All theſe things had been hid from me, were not 
the Nazarenes my Intelligencers. Nor ſhould I have 
known how the Rebellion was carried on after his 
Death by his revengeful Nephew, by the Son of Cheu- 


_ faien Basta, by a Bey of Egypt, and other Malecontents. 


Yet ſuch Paſſages are fit for a Man in my Poſt to be 
acquainted with, that he may have a clear Idea of his 
Maſter's Circumſtances, and ſo apply himſelf more ef- 
fectually to ſerve him. , 

It had not been amiſs, if I had receiv'd timely In- 
telligence of the Death of Prince Ragots#, in regard 
there was always a private Correſpondence between 
him and this Court. Which ceaſing by his Death, it 
had been worth my Pains to obſerve, whether it would 
be continu'd by his Succeſſor, or what other Meaſures 
n ˙ ͤ | | 
_ *Tis true, I was acquainted with this, but not by the 
Miniſters of the Porte. I heard alſo of all the follow- 
ing Commotions in Zanßlwania, occafion'd by the dif- 
ferent Factions of Michael Apaſi and Kemini Fans, 
the two rival Princes. I was not ſorry for this News, 
knowing that the Diviſions of the Nazarenes ſtrength- 
en the Unity and Force of the My/u/man Empire. I 
was likewiſe inform'd of the Fate of Mortaxa, Baſſa 
of Babylon, who fell a Victim to the Grand Vixier's 
Jealouſy ; with many other Paſſages. But neither 
from the. Porte, nor from any other Hands could I learn 


the leaſt Intelligence of the Venetian War, and what 


Progreſs our Arms have made in Candia, Dalmatin, 
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and the other Dominions of the Republick. Wich 


malces me conclude, that either the Grand Signior's 


Reſidence at Adrianople, abated: his Inelinations to 


martial Affairs, which is alſo the common Opinion of 
the Chriſtians here in the Weſt; or that the War in 


Hungary for a while ſuperſeded all other Deſigns. 


Hcwever it be, 'tis certain the Succeſſes of the Orto- 


man Arms in taking Newhaw/el, Levent, Nowigrod, 
und other Places of Strength, with the terrible Incurſi- 
ons of the Tartars through Morawia and Auſtria, put 
the whole German Empire into a great Conſternation. 
Ambaſſadors are ſent from the Imperial Court to all the 
Chr:/tian Princes, imploring their Aſſiſtance in this ge- 
Here is one arriv'd at this Caurt, whom they call 
Count Stroxæi, a Perſon of good Addreſs, and Maſter. 
of much Eloquence. He has prevail'd on the French 
King to maintain, at his own Charge, Six Thouſand 


Horſe and Foot, to ſerve againſt the victorious Oſinaus. 


A great many Perfons of 2uality have liſted them- 
ſelves as Voluntiers; and the meaner Sort talk of nothing 
but marching to Constantinople, and driving the Turks 
back to $475:a;, from whence they firſt came. 
Courteous Baa, thou wilt laugh at the Vanity of 
theſe Infidelt; who conſider not that by the Grace of 
God, and Miracles of his Prapbhet, our Emperor is the 
King of all the Kings on the Earth, the Mightieft of 
the Mighty Ones; the Phenix of Honour, Power, 
and unparallel'd Majeſty; Brother and Companion of 
the Sun, Moon and Stars; a Prince of a myſterious 
and ſublime Lineage, in whom are center'd all. Glory 
and Excellency ; the Shadow of God on Earth. + 
The Breath of Fame goes before the Van- Courier of 
his Armies, purifying ali Places, and filling them with 


der ae and Terror. The Duſt that is raiſed by his 
0 


Heroick Cavalry, paſſing thro the Air, cauſes Trem- 
bling and Aſtoniſhment in the Hearts of the Chriſtians. 
The Jnfidels fall before the fatal Sey metars of True Be- 
levers. 1 3 e 2 
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and from the utmoſt Borders of the Earth, 
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LETTER XI. 


1 ; Loud, bis Ki inſman, a Merchant at 
0 Aſtracan. a 


1 2 


2 2 


r Have ei wonder d; wy; among the reſt of the 


barren in Corn and rich People. 

Thou wilt not think this a Paradox, when thou ſhalt 
conſider, that the Spaniards have all their Corn from 
France, Germany, or Sicily: And that for this and. 
other Reaſons, Spain i is but likea Sieve, through which. 


into other Countries. 
Voda may travel ſome Days ahzdchb# in Spain, With. 
out ſeeing any thing fave the dry Face of a Defirt. 
Andf you chance to meet with a Houſe, wherein you: 
may ſheſter your ſelf and your Horſe; expect no better 


Day, and think your ſelf much reſpected if you can 


2 Let a few Onions, or other Roots and Herbs, with a 
May on | =—s | Morlef: 


May the Agel of the Houſe of Iſnael continue to 


and propagate the Faub unblemiſfid; that the Names 
of. A and Mahomer may be heard in all Climates, 
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Nations in Cbri gendem, thou would'ſt not beſtow- 
the leaft tranſient Vifit on Spain. But upon more ma- 
ture Confideration, I ſind thou art a Man of judgment 
in Travelling. That Country lies under a very ill Cha- 
racter, for the Penury of all Things neceſſary to ſuſtain 
the Lives of the Natives; and by Conſequence, tis not 
to be thought they can ſpare much for Strangers. A 
very inhoſpitable Region, abounding in Beggars, 
Thieves, and Drones: Full of Wine and Gold, yet 


the immenſe Treaſures of Peru and Mexico are drain'd | 


khan a Ramezar Entertainment. For you muſt fait all 


monde — 
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Mo ocrſel of Bread and Fleſh at Night, to keep you from 
being ſenſible that you are actually ſtarvingg 
Ihen the Inhabitants are the proudeſt People on 
Earth. Vou ſhall meet with none but Kings, Frinces, 
Viceroys, or at leait Men that conceit themſelves ſuch. 

They are alſo mercileſs in their Revenge; Cruel, Obdu- 
rate, Covetous, Moroſe and Inexorable. In a word, 
 Shain is the Feſuits Paradiſe, the Feaus Purgatory, and 

the Hell of Women. | 
I therefore commend. thy Fortune, „or thy Prudence 
ne which would not ſuffer thee to fall into the 
Hands of thoſe Barbarians; nor think it worth thy 
Pains to breathe in Air infected with ſo many Voices. 
Thou haſt paſſed through many more inviting Provin- 
ces, and art at laſt happily ſeated to thy. Mind. Im- 
prove thy Opportunities in doing Good. 
IJ ſent a Letter to our Couſin Soman, adviſing pies 
give thee a Viſit. If he comes, receive him, kindly, 
and perform the Part of a Kinſman; put all Expences 


_— 7 34. a. CS 8 


to my Account, and ee ben chat no > ian 1s Aten 2 

for himſelf. | | 7 

4 If 

Paris, 6b of the 71h Mean, * 

e the Year been 5 | C 

dat auibcotet raged — C 

- * 

* E T A E R XII. 1 

DT Alis, Baff. a oat 15 

A, 

A. Eu ur rope 1s alarm'd with the mighty } Ne 

ons which our invincible Sovereign.is making to me 

invade the German Empire. Great: is their Conſterna- m⸗ 

tion and Fear, and Couriers are every where running me 

up and down from one Kingdom and Caurt to another, to the 

remonſtrate the common Danger and beg Aſſiſtance. MW -- - 

Every body appears zealous in a Cauſe which concerns gre 

all Chriſtendom; and the Frets King "nh lake En- Pre 

| PO POOR, Men.. | Wh. 
N The 


The Duke of Beaufort is alſo gone with a Squa- 
dron of Ships to encounter the Cour/airs of Afgiers, 
and other Dominions of Barbary. 

The Pope has ſent to the Emperor's Aſſiſtance fix 
thouſand Foot and two thouſand Horſe. And the reſt 
of the Emperor's Allies are railing Levies for him as 
faſt as they can: It being current News, that the 
Grand Signior in Perſon is at the Head of two hundred 
thouſand Men, entering into Hungary as a Conqueror: 
That he has taken above forty Fowns, ruin'd all the 
Country where he paſſed through, and that in a little 
Time he will be at the Walls of Vienna. 

In the mean time, this Court appears 14 of the 
general Danger which threatens Chri/endom. They 
are altogether taken up in Ballads, Plays, and Feaſting, 
minding their own Intereſt more than that of their 
"Neighbours, and revelling as if the King of France 
was ole Monarch of the World. 

| Here is arriv'd a Legate from Rome to compoſe the 


| Differences between the Pope and this Crown. His 


Name is Cardinal CY He is receiv'd with unparal- 


lePd Magnificence, as if he were an Angel from Heaven, 


for the French King loves to ſhew his Grandeur on ſuch 
Occaſions. Beſides, all the Nations which are in the 
Communion of the Latin Church, have an unreſery'd 
Veneration for the Roman Mufti, whom they eſteem: 
the Succeſſor of Peter the Prince of the Apoſtles. 
This young Monarch has a large Soul. The whole 


World ſeems too little to ſatisfy his Ambition. He 
lays'the Foundation of Deſigns, greater than- thoſe of 


Alexander the Conqueror of Afia. He heaps up Mo- 
ney at a prodigious Rate, raiſes vaſt Armies, builds 


many Princes of Germany; and in a word, commands 


ing more of them, than does the neee himſelf, who is. 
, to their lawful Sovereign. | 

nce. : Vet after all, I cannot perceive that he loſes any De. 
erns gree of that Reſpect which he owes, and which his 
Em- Predeceſſors have always paid to the Grand Signior, 


_ is the undeniable Arbiter of the <ubole World. 


\ 
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magnificent Palaces, keeps Kings in Penſion, ſupports 


God 


„ x a , 5 
r r 5 ry —— 2 J 
— . —— * 


= 2 N . 
— - * - * 
» C * 5 
3 — 3 TY oe * ne ” - — 
— — — IN — 
— . * * <5 _—_— — T _ 
4. — 2 2 3 


—— 
P =” 
— 9-0/4, 


5 TrrrERS rü by Vol. VI. 
Cod grant our Sovereign long Life, perpetual Victo- 
ries, and a good Stamach to his Meat, which the King 
of France wants to the Accompliſhment of his W 8 
neſs; for at preſent he feeds like a Hon AA 


Joe. 196 of the 8th Moon; e ak SEP 
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LETTER XII. 

2⁰ Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 8 Sekte 
tary o/ the Ottoman . aeg 
Hou wilt penn the vat Beſpect L have. for | 
thee by my frequent Diſpatches, . Thy Com- 

madds are to me as the Laws and Sanctions of the O- 

man Empire, which I will never violate. IL am no | 


Flatterer; witneſs my Letters to ſome of the Gramueet, 
wherein I have not ſpar'd to reproue their Vices; Errors, 1 
and Male- Adminiſtration, . I a Baca has been unjuſt, y 
ſeditious, or engag d in rebellious Practices : if he has ; 
prov'd an Extortioner, a Drunkard, or a Tyrant, he has t 
not eſcap d without a due Reprimand. Lhave been : 
bold in correcting, adviſing, and giving Counſel to, the - 
greateſt Miniſters in the Empire. And this was a Pro- 


0 
vince appointed me by the Flawer of ſublime Glory, the 4 
Phenix of Honour, ſole Favourite and Truſtee of the 4 
Grand Signior, the FVizir Azem, in Whole Cuſtody x: 
were the Seals of Imperial Secrets, Majeftick Decrees, 4 


and Royal Edict; who being the Primum Mobile of the 7 
refulgent Mufi/man- State, gave Life, Activity, and 
Order, to all the /»ferior Orbs, ring dt r. 
ments of Government. _ 
TW | I receiv'd this Command many Years ago, nd he 
that gave it me is gone to the World of Spirits. Yet 
the Injunction remains in Force, ' being ſtamp'd with 
the myſterious Signet, the Character of ſupreme and 
immutable Authority. In Obedience to which, I have 
„ never 
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never Ip or flinch'd from the Duty enjoin'd me. 
And to demofiſtrate that I did not do this in a vain 


Oſtentation of the Power e me, I have 


not fail d all along to pay to a Man 
ane Venefation that was his Due. 
I with ine xpreffible Pleaſure I throw my ſelf A 
dhe Feet of a wife and virtuous Man; with extreme 
Complacency I kiſs the Daſt whereon he 5nd W 


unfold all my Faculties in expreſſing 
am full of Platonicl Lowe, and ul i emmy Itars 


Breaſt, to a Soul deſerving the innocent Sactifices of of | 
aniorous Paſſions, the Incenſe of Gratitude” and a pure 
AﬀeCtion, an Holocauſt of Integrity and loyal Friend- 


Merit, the Attach 


1 proteſt, by the Hopes I have of fitting, on the 


Banks of the Rivers in Eden,” and of being 7 egabd in 


the delectable CBioſes of Paradiſe, that I hotiour t 
Learning and other ſage Perfections; that unblemiſh'd 
Life, thoſe excellent Morals, and the unparallełd Sweet- 
neſs of Modeſty, which crowns all thy Actions. But 
I Will ay no more to a Man who cannot hear his 
own Praiſes. The beſt Method of expreſſing my Re- 
gard, will be to anſwer thy Expectations, in preſenting, 
thee with the true Pouttraiture of theſe Meſiern Nati- 
ons and People, which thou ſo pafſionately coveteſt. 
1 muſt deſire thee to excuſe the Confuſion and want 
of Order in my Letters; fince I ſend thee! a Medley of 


| Remarks, as they come to my Knowledge and Ms. 


mory.” K 


I is not dag ago 88 I wrote to Touf EHn Ahmet, 
a Kinſman of mine, a Merchant at Aſftracan; and 
among other things, I took notice of his not going g to 
ſee Spain in his Travels; for he has been in moſt of the 
Kingdoms of Europe, and over all ña and Africh.” In 
that Letter I deſcrib'd Spain in its worſt Colours. Now 
I will ſhew it to thee in another Fi ure, without ſwerv- 
ing from the Truth: For every untry has its Per- 


fections and Excellencies, as well as its rin r an 
Blemiſhes, 


Gb Anon — — 


— 


1 4 
4 , 

; 
[ 
it 
i 
A) 15 

4 
: 
: 
4 x 

3 7 
++'Y 4 
* 
þ i 

| * * E 4 
i "J 
1 * 
1 4 
48 7 
8 
i g 
* 
4 
7 % 
N 
U wy * 
: 3%; 
#4 $ 
52 9 0 
waz 
ix 0 
ov 1 
wal 
3405 
BYY 
Br 1 3 
1 7 
. * 4 
oy 4 
vw 1 
. 
72 1 
if \ - 
oy 
% N 
9 by 
+ 4 
* 1 
„ 
F 5 
T9 1 * 

* 1 
. 
; 1 1 

91 | 

i gl i, 
4 uy LO 
_ 
J. 

1 43 
* Fx 2 

4 o 
1 
bs, } 
TAG 4 

= 7 
1 
1 4 

n 

+ + 

f „ 1 
43+ : 

1 £ 
A 1 
n l z 42 
ey 1} : 
Wo "+ 
1 of {3 
i ” 
Wo; 
1 PA N 
1 
7 "SEEN 
{> * 7 
1 
* Df | 
H 1 
1 79 

_—_ 
l 1 d 4 
i , 
| ö 7 * 
þ ME © 
12 ah „ 
1 
1 
. 2 

\ $f 

e 

c #3 
* . V7 
N. e 

8 
= & \ 
G 1 

* 
. bs 

: 1 
1 
„ 
; 6 

ns! 

* 
1 
49 190 
3 
13 1 
13 
„ 
3 as 
Ax 

} 7 
mz 
. 

137 9 

+ 3f * 
7s 
' 0 
ts 4 

* 
* 1 
N 9 

> 1 

I; 
f 9 x 
1 [1 
1 x 

C = * 
. 

* 1 t pd 
(© FI 
h = 
4 
1 
1 
iy 
"+1 
[1 1 

Fe. , 
1 
1 

1 

q - 

in 

IF 315 
>. 14>. 
i * „ 

1 

If 
„ 

e 

1 
3 

* 1 

10 

1 
: ; 

C - 

* 

* 

1 

„ 
1 
47 

5 
F : 

! 

4 

1 

1 ö 
78 

Fl 

? 

vl 
uy 4 
. j 
0 

b 

#1" 


Jaſper. 
Silver; Spain of old was the Waris of Saleen, the 
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138 LITTERS Writ by 
If Spain han: a- barren Soil for Corn,” Nature has 
=- amends for that Fault in the Purity of the Air, 


and the Plenty of Fruits: The Sands of her Rivers are 


of the moſt perſect Gold. Her Villages, tho few, are 
greater and more populous than ſome Cities; witneſs 
Madrid, ler Mountains are of Von, Marble, and 
Her Vallies underlaid with Lead, Braſ, and 


Ophir of the Phœnicians, and the Peru of Rome. 
In thoſe Days the Inhabitants of Spain were famous 


for their Fortitude, and invincible Conſtancy. Tis re- 
corded, that the Inhabitants of Saganto in the Province 


of Valencia, when they were beſieged by Hannibal, and 


ſo oppreſſed by the Carthaginians, choſe to burn them 


ſelves, with their Wives, Children, and all their Nen 
rather than yield to the Enemies. 


. 14 
Their Fidelity alſo was ſo. Nod that —— of 
the Roman Emperors had always a Guard of Spaziards 


near their Perſons ; as the French King, the Pope, and 


other Princes do now confide i in the truſty Safes... ; 2 + 

But tho' there remain ſtill ſome ſcatter'd Remnants, of 
the ancient Virtue among them, eſpecially. in Biſcay 
and Caſtile, yet the greateſt, Part of the Spaniards are 
degenerated... They make no Figure now in the 


World, but only for their Gold, and the Vaſtneſs of 
their Dominions; for they poſſeſs the beſt half of Ame- 
rica, are Lords of two — Empires, and not with - 


out large Territories i in the other three Quarters of the 
World. Vet the too great Extent of their Power has 


weaken'd its Vigour; the Affluence of their Wealth has 


really impoverifh'd them, and by ſtraining their Honour 
too high they have crack d it, being now of little or no 
Eſteem in Europe: Their Glory fades, at the riſing 
Grandeur of Fr ace, w. which makes: radiant and {wift 
Advances towards its Zenith...» This young Monarch 
is already become the Arbiter of all Chrifendom: |. 
Accomplith'd | Mu #i/ter,, there is nothing in Nature 
ſtedfaſt: The Warld 3 is but an eternal Circu ation of 
Events, Viciſſitudes, and Changes, without Beginning 


or End. Only * remains immutable 3 in his own Ei- 


ſence, 


Vol. | VI. 
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Vol. VI. 
ſence, which is the Center of every thing. 
and I _—_ 118 N and then we ur 25 FORE . 
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LETTER XIV. 


1 7 0 „ Maſa Abu'l Yahyan, Alfaqui, Profeſſor 


' of Philoſophy at Fez,” 


Y the Faith and Obedience I owe- to Moblin 
our Holy Laaugi ver; by the Alcoran, and all that 


is eſteem'd facred among the Mafſulmans, Fiwear, thy 


long Silence made me conclude my firſt Letter was un- 
welcome to thee. But now I'm: convinced to the con- 
trary. Thy generous Anſwer has removed my Appre- 
henſions, and filled me with Complacency. Hence- 


forth I ſhall reſt aſſur'd and confident of thy Friendſhip, | 
promiſing my felt vaſt Improvements from ſo learned a 


Converſation, tho only by LORE at any hundred 
. e | 


As to what thou requireſt of me concerning the vari- 
ous Languages of Furope, I will inform thee the beſt I 


can, according to the Obſervations I have made, and 


the Intelligence I have receiv'd from Men of Letters, 
and from Books, which are the Pictures of learned 


Souls, Mirrors wherein they may behold their own 
Perfections, whilſt they are on Earth, and after their 
Departure to the-Invifibles, other Men may ſee the in- 


terior Beauties of their Mind repreſented to the Life. For 
Mords are the perfect Sculpture of the Fell», or at 

leaſt its Mezzorinto. They are the expreſs Portraiture 
of Divine and Human Reaſon. Thus the - Altoran is 


call'd by ſome of our holy Doctors, The True Image 
LY in m_ Wiſdom. 2 
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27 x60 LrrrER Writ 
Now of all the Words b on Earth, thou 
Kknow'ſt the Pre-etninence has been for ever given to 


vel. VI. 


thoſe of the Ea; and among them to the able, 
both in regard of its Purity and of its Antiquity, from 
whence it is ſtyl'd the Virgin Mother of e the 
Diale& of the Bleſſed Above. 
Thou Know'ſt that for this Reaſon it is, "the True 
eovet no | 
than to be perfectly ſkill'd in 10 0 ine a Speck, Where. 
in the 2 of Cele val Majeſty was pentfd in Heaven 


before the Throne of Gov, and ſent down on Earth 
by the Hand of Gabriel Ptinde of the Mergers h 
fly on the Errands ef the Omiipotiar: \ It was ſent, T 
fay, to the Prophet, who could neither write nor read, 


that the World might be;-conyined of its Divine Ori. 
RS: et the incredylous will not believe 3. Thou jt 


manifeſt to any; Man-of impartial; Senſe, That a 


been altogether ignorant of Letters, enuld' not poſſi 
ly compoſe a Book, the moſt Elegant that ever us 
penn ' d i in the World, and wherein not the leaſt Blemiſh 
or Contradiction can be found from the Chapter of tlie 
en to the laſt Yerficle,, which Winds up the whole 


Volume. Oh 1 obdurate Hearts vf Lidel; Oh!:wil- 


fully blind, that ſhyt their Eyes againſſ the Splendors of 
Fiernal Light: Oh! refolvedly Deaf, that ſtop their 
Ears againſt the Voice, of Cd, and his Prophen," neither | 
will they liften to the ſoft Whiſpers which are waſted 


from Paradiſe. 7405 


Such as the Je en os Sake af SY 


Greek and Roman Tongues, of which they are paſſio- 


nately enamour'd, educate their Children in a fair. Way. 
to believe all the monſtrous Fiftions of the ancient Po- 
ets, or at leaſt all the lying Tales and Legends of their 


own Prieſts, which are ten times more fabulous than the 
former, and more inconſiſtent with Reaſon. And this 
ey do rather than to be at the Pains of learning Ara- 


15 which would inſtru chem in Thinks: 28 clear and 


erene as the Orient Sun. 


I ſhall ſay little of thoſe evi ancient Langrages of 0. 


Greece and Rome, in regard. they being now * 


Hy of wort, $725 4 187 
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LL 130 ne ASS GE BD 7867. am Wa as 1 
ſolete, and only to be learn'd in Schools, thou, no doubt, 
art vers d in them ad Unguerm, ag the Latins phraſe it. 


of Greek Etymologies. As for the Portugue xe, 


fpoken in Germany to Perfection, but corruptly in Savede- 
land, Denmark, and the United Provinces. The Se- 
cond is common to the Hungarians, Moldawians, Poles, 
Raſcians, and many other Nations. The laſt is con- 
fin'd to the FYe/4, a People inhabiting a Corner of 
Great Britain, driven thither by the victorious Saxons 
their Conquerors above a Thouſand . Years ago. As 
for the reſt, they are only mix'd Dialects, and ſo not 
worth taking Notice of; excepting one mountainous 
Part of Spain, where the Inhabitants are ſaid to ſpeak 
pure 4rabick at this Day. They are ſuppoſed to be a 
Remnant of the Moors. | A 

The Criticks here in the 7/:/, uſe to give theſe fol- 
lowing Rules in Reference to Languages, If you wou'd 
Addreſs to God, ſpeak in Greet or Latin, becauſe of 
their Antiquity, Purity, and majeſtick Loftineſs. If to 
Kings, ſpeak in Spaniſb, in regard of its ſlow Pronun- 
ciation and Gravity: If to Men, uſe Ialian, to No. 
men, French; to Dogs, Welſh : But if you would af- 
E 15 | i frighe. 
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fright an E nemy, or the Devil himſelf, ſpeak High 
Datch. © | 


Vol. VL 


They relate a story of a nn Ambaſſador at the 


French Court, who deliver'd his Meſſage in Teutonick ; 
which when a certain Grandes heard, and took N. otice 
of its harſh and ſtrong Emphaſis, he ſwore "twas his 
Opinion, That this was the Language wherein” G0 
curs'd Adam, Eve, and the Serpent, The German 
turning to him, anſwered briſkly, *7is poiole, Monfieur, 
it may be fo; but then I hope you'll grant, that French 
vas the Occaſion of this Curſe, when the Devil f 10 
tempt Eve in that Language for its Effeminacy, wwheed- 
ling her, a la mode de Paris, to eat the forbidden Fruit. 


Renowned NMuſu, do me the Honour of frequent 


Letters: Inſtruct me in Things whereof I'm ignorant : 
Make me familiar with the Remarkables of the Coun- 
try where thou refideſt: Tranſport Fez, with the other 
Parts of Africk which are known to thee; tranſport 
them, I ſay, ſucceſſively to Paris every Moon, on a 


Piece of a Paper, and I will fend thee all Chriſtendom 
by Way of Exchange: For thus it becomes the Lovers 
of Wiſdom, to barter for Knowledge. 4p 


Paris, tom of the 11 1 Moor, 
td the Tear 1664. rage 
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LETTER: > 5 on 


To Te ny oben, Aftrologer 10 the 
Sultan at Adrianople,” Aſt 


392 


HOSE of thy Profe ion here in the We are 
wholly taken up in contemplating a certain Co- 

met whieh appears in the Firmament. Tis of that 
Sort which they call Seν,Eb And ſome will have it 
to reſemble a Lion, others 'fay, "tis like a Dragon, a a 
Crocodile, a Bear, and I know not what. There is 
hardly a 1 of four -Hooted Beaſts, to which the 800 
"5p: OY 
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dy Rabble do not reſemble. it. And ſome aſſert, it to 
be the perfect Figure of a Sword. 


The Mathematicians are ſtraining all their Skill, to 


take the true Dimenſions of this Ce/z/tial Apparitiun. 


The Painters are drawing it to the Life; the Poets are 
making Songs and Ballads of it. And the more learned 


Sages are framing Aſftronomical Schemes, like fo many 
Gins or Traps to catch this Meteor in. They watch all 
its Motions, and dog it from one Heawenly Houſe to ano- 
ther ; they track it through the moſt intricate Paths of 
the Sk 

It it Hands gill, or makes a tranſient Addreſs to any 
Planet, eminent Star, or Con 7 we are pre- 
fently alarm'd with the News o 
on our Guard, as if there were ſome Miſchief a plot- 
ting againſt us Above, The World is harangu'd with 
fatal Predictions of Wars, Famine, Earthquakes, and 
other Calamities, the fure Conſequences of this ſuppos'd 
Prodigy. 

Tell me, thon who art converſant in the Science of 
the Stars, and the myſterious Philoſophy of Nature, 
what theſe Comets are? Whether they be only Exhas 
lations drawn up into the higher Region of the Air, by 
the Force of the Sun; or, whether they be more ſolid 
and durable Subſtances ? Whether they be of a poſt- 
humous Origin like the Clouds, Hail, Rain, Snow, 


and other Meteors, the daily products of Nature, the 


upſtart Off. ſpring of the Elements? Or, whether they 


are in the Rank of thoſe Beings, whoſe Antiquity is 


untraceable, which are as old as the World; ſuch as 
the dun, Moon, Stars, and this Earth whereon we tread? 


For my Part, I believe 'tis no Hereſy in Science, 


whatever *tis in Religion, to ftart new Maxims. For 
we ought to know, both in the one and the other; 
what we call Innovation, is but a reviving thoſe Prin- 
ciples, which thro' Deſuetude, or the Corruption of 
Times are grown obſolete, out of Date and forgotten, 
1 Faid. the moſt primitive, ; and ancient Truths in 


the, World. 
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TP db n S Ds es 3 
Thus I cannot forbear thinking there are ſome other 


Globes: ſcattered up and down the infinite Zxpanye, be- 
fide thoſe whoſe continual Brightneſs expoſes them to our 


The. Moon, tis ꝑknown, with Venus and other Pla- 
nets, receive their Light gradually from the Sun, by 
Hemiſpberes: So that tis certain each of theſe orbicular 
Bodies is always dark by half. And where is the Solæ. 
rin, if we ſuppoſe there are other opaque Bodies in 
e Firmament which receive no Light at all, and by 


their Nature and Qualities, are incapable of receiving 


any but from within themſelves * So we may ſuppoſe 
theſe Comets to be ſuch, ſolid Globes, made reſplendent 


by an Eruption of their central F E 
. God only knows the Truth in ſuch Caſes. - And thou 
art better able to decide theſe Queſtions than J. There- 
fore referring it to thy ſage Judgment, I pray him who 
made the Stars, and orders their Dominion on Eart 
to bleſs thee with favourable Influences, That thy Son 
may be always like a Land flouriſhing under the ſweet 
Appects of Orion and the Pleiades. 5 
Paris, 2 2d of the-12th Moon, 

P the Near 1664. 
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LETTER XVL 


20 Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Serreta- 


THE French have had fo many Occaſions of Joy 
1 of late, that it is hard to determine, which at- 
e 1, ANN oboe eo ORR 
© The Satisfaction which the Pope gave this Monarch, 
for the Injuries formerly done to his Ambaſſador at 
Rome, began the Triumph of the French Court. I 
have already ſent Intelligence of that Quarrel,. and how 
high the Reſentments of the King flew, on i 

* a | ay 


— 


3 Day that he receiv'd the firſt News of fo barbarous an 


Vol. VI. a Sey at PARIS. 16 5 


Affront. Now I ſhall acquaint thee, That there en- 
ſu'd a Treaty between them at Piſa, a City of 1taly 
in the Dukedom of Tuſcany, after the French Troops 
had terrified them into a State. Penitence, by the me- 
nacing Approaches they made toward the Eccleſaſtical 
Territories, through the Principalities of Modena and 
Parma. Theſe two are Friends to France, and their 
Intereſt makes them ſo, in regard that Crown protects 
'em from the Pope's Oppreſſion, who is always elteem'd 


an ill Neighbour, by the Italian Princes, whoſe Do- 


minions lie next to his. For this Roman Prelate is very 
Potent and Rich; he would in a ſhort Time be Lord of 
all Europe in Temporale as well as Spiritualt, were he 
hot curb'd by the King of France and his Aliut. 
This makes all the Iitile Sovereigns round about 
Rome, ſtand in Awe of the Monarch who was bern to 
command Crowned Heads, Wonder not at the Expreſ- 
ſion : For J tell thee, ſome of the greateſt Princes in 
Europe are his Penſioners. This very Quarrel with the 
Pope, has gain'd the French King three Cardinals more 
than were his Friends formerly. „ 
The Concluſion of the Treaty was, That the Pope 


; ſhould ſend a Legate de Latere into France, to pacify 
the King's Wrath; and that the Militia or Roman 


Guards whom they call Shirri and Cor/es, ſhould be for 
ever 'aboliſh'd, and a Pyramid be erected over againſt 


their Guard-Houſe, with an Inſcription in Latin and 
French, declaring their Crime, and Puniſhment. | 
Fl od 24% \ Y S 4 F * * "Ve." . 4 - 5 

- This put the Court of France into a very jolly Hu- 


mour, They fell preſently to Feaſting and Revelling ; 


and the King's next Project was the Conqueſt of Bar- 


bary. To this End he ſent the Duke of Beaufort with 
a Fleet of great Ships, to clear the Seas of African 
Corſairs, that ſo an Army might be ſafely tranſported 
from Toulon, and landed on the oppoſite Shore. His 
Deſign in this was to reduce the Inhabitants of thoſe 
happy Countries to the old Idolatry of their Forefathers, 
to plant there the NazareneSuper/tition, and make him- 
elf” the ſole Lord and Proprietor of Africk. 
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I cannot ae what Succeſs he will have in this 

great Enterprize; but it appears as if God were angry 
with the Muſſulmans ; ſuch continual Loſſes they ſul⸗ 
tain by Land and Sea. 
It is with no {mall Grief I aw not long ago, the 
French who ſery'd in Hungary this Campaign, return to 
Paris laden with the Spoils of Trae Believers. I can- 
not behold the very Cymetars and Enſigns which theſe 
Tufidels took from the vanquiſh'd O/mans hang up in 
their Temples as Trophies of their Victory, without inex- 
preſſible Paſſion and Regret. *T'iis ſaid here, the Grand 
Signior has loſt in Hungary above Thirty thouſand Men 
this Campaign ; ; whereof Ten thouſand were kill'd in 
one Battel, and a Hundred and Fifty Colours taken, 
with ſixteen Cannons. _ 

Beſides, theſe Giafers grate my Ears with another 


Brawado, boaſting that one French Ship of War fought 
ſeven Hours with three and thirty of the Grand Sig- 


nior's Gallies, ſunk five, ſcatter d the reſt, and came 
off with a compleat Victory. 

Lis a vaſt Advantage the French have in the Situa- 
tion of their Country, in that it is waſh'd on the South 
by the Mediterranean, on the North by the Main- Sea: 
So that tis eaſy for them to curb the greateſt Part of 
Europe on one Side, and ſufficiently moleſt the Levar- 


tines on the other. As for the Western Parts, this 


Kingdom is their very Center: Where all the Lines of 
War, Peace, Commerce, and Traffick meet and ter- 


minate. She is to Chriftendom, what Egypt and Sicily 


were in former Ages to the Empire of Old Rome, an 


inexhauſtible Granary. Whatſoever deſireable Things 


Nature has frugally dropp'd here and there in other 


Regions, are found in this Kingdom as in their Origi- 


nal Seminary. - Corn | is plentiful as Graſs, Wine is al- 
moſt as cheap here, as Water is with you in ſome Parts 
of Turky. The Fens and Lakes are cover'd with ai 
Fowl. The Meadows with Sheep, Deers, Goats and 
Oxen, There's nothing ſcarce but Hens, Eggs, and 
True Believers. I had almoſt forgot their remarkable 


Plenty of Salt, the bare Callotu: of which, . 
The 


7 


Þ 


For 


— 9 
* 


92 King s Co fers with four Millions of Zequins every 
ear. 

France alſo nd in Hemp, a moſt neceſſary Ve- 
getable, whereof ſhe not only makes all her own Cor- 
dage and Sails, but alio furniſhes her Neighbours, 
which brings in a conſiderable Revenue. There is an in- 
finite Plenty of Fruits, and Trees for Timber, of Iron, 
Marble, Free-ftone, and all Things neceſſary for build- 
ing Ships or Houſes, for Defence or Offence by Land or 

Sea. Neither are there wanting Mines of Gold, Silver, 
Tin, Lead, Copper, and other Metals whereof Men 
make the Inſtruments of War, and the Entertainment 
of Peace. In a Word, this Country is ſo enrich'd 


phers have call'd it the Parent of Plenty, others the 


on of this Globe, the Epitome of the World, or rather 
a little World it ſelf. 


Succeſſes of the French Arms, when thou conſidereſt 
theſe Things, and hear the Provinces are peopled like 

Kingdoms, the Cities appear like whole Provinces, for 
5 multitude of Inhabitants. To ſay all in a Word, the 


um found in it. 


Nis 25th of the 1 2b Moon, 
"of the Near, 1664. 
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LE T EN NE: 


ok the College of Sciences at Fez. 


ERMIT me to ruſh into thy Preſence, vene- 
rable Patriot of Philoſophy, without the uſual 
Formalities 8 Addreſs, or Punttilio s of Introduction. 
Let 


Vol. VL '4 ' Spy. at Paris. 167 


with every Thing, t that ſome Hiſtorians and Philoſo- 


Fountain of earthly Bliſs, the moſt incomparable Regi- 


Serene Scribe, thou wilt not wonder at the univerſal 


: Common Character of France, is the ſame which Phi- | 
of loſophers give to Nature, That there can be no Vacu- 


To Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Preſident of 
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LETTERS Writ” by Vol. VI. 


Let me be admitted like a Man with Coals of Fire on 
his Head, as the Cuſtom is at the Imperial Port, in ur- 
gent Caſes: For I am newly inflam'd afreſh with OO 
thagoriſm, Platoniſm, and Indianiſm. 
__ Floods, Fires, and other Devaſtations by War, "MF A 
mine, Peſtilence, Earthquakes, and ſuch like Contin- 
gencies, have either quite aboliſh'd the True and Pri. 
mitive Science of the firit Apes, in moſt Parts of the, 
Earth; or at leaſt very much diminiſh'd and obſcur d 
their Origins] Splendor. 
The beſt Manuſcripts are loft, unleſs the Raden War 
preſerv'd em. Our Fathers grew. torpid, ſtupified 
and deſperate, under the publick Calamities Which 
overwhelm'd whole Cities, Provinces, Kingdoms, and 
Empires: : There was no Encouragement for a Scribe or 
a Man of Letters, to put himſelf to a needleſs Toil in 
labouring ta reſerye the Records which came from 
Heaven: Filter ries of the World inviſible, celeſtial, 
rfect, and eternal; Traditions of undiſcoverable An- 


liguity; Pandecte repleniſh'd with bright Oriental Wiſ. 


dom, and feal'd with the Tetragrammaton, which thou 
Know'ſt is the Szgnet of the Fir/t and the Laſs ? Even 
of the Divinity which comprehends all Things and 
is it ſelf comprehended of none, 
Had they gone about, ſuch a T ask, they oa that 
ſome ill Fate or other would ſwallow their Writings, 
and bury them in eternal Oblivion. Hence it is, that 


at this Day we can hardly boaft of the Footſteps of an- 
tient Knowledge, a few Fragments and Relicts of Pri- 


mitive Learning ſcatter d up and down in divers Au- 
thors, and much adulterated with the vain Opinions 
and Errors of Aſter- times. For every Writer was ei- 
ther inclin'd or forc'd, to flatter the Age wherein he 
liv'd, and not oppoſe their Tenets. So that now , there 


is ſearce any true aN phy extant on this Side the 
Ganges. 8 

How thoſe 88 ly had the Happineſs to 
conſerve ſo ſacred a Treaſure, can be no other Way 
made out, than by their own conſtant Tradition, that 
the Deluge of Noah never reach'd thoſe utmoſt Bor- 


ders 


ders of the Land teward the Baft. And perhaps the 
ſam& Reaſon may be given ſor the untraceable CHrono- 
lies ef tlie Chineſe, their Neigkbours. For tho! they 
differ in the Sentiments and Rites of tlieir Religion, in 


their Laws, Cüttoms, and Manner of Government; 


er they both agree: in affirmivg the World to be inde- 


terminately Old, putting à certain Number of Millions 
0 8 Yeats, for an uficertain, far beyond it; which is 


but A modeſt Retrenchment of their own Thoughts, as 
if they were unwilling it ſhould be fal OF cenſur 1 that 
they aim'd at an Hpßerbols. 


Goo; as Lig bt i is co-eval with the Sun, produc'd allo, 
and FIT after the ſame Manner. For as the 
Light diffus'd through the Air, is not properly the San, 
but an inſeparable Effect of it; ſo the Univer/e is not 
Gor b, but his Production, ever ſubſiſting on him, and 
never to be divided from his Eternal Hence. And, 
for ought I fee, the moſt ſignificant Language in the 
World, has no other Way to expreſs Things of this ab- 
ſtruſe Nature. They are too ſublime for human 


. Thought; much more do they tranſcend the hc] of 
L Speech. All the Diale&s on Earth are too barren of 
Words, - and Words too defective in. Senſe, to deſcribe 
it the ineffable Secrets of Eternity. 

5, As for the various Ranks of Beings, the infinite Di- 
it verſity of Forms, reſulting from the firſt Matter, they 
i think it abi to believe, that they were ſucceſſive- 
1 ly produc'd in Time; every one in its Order, and ac- 
Us cording to its. Perfection. os 


tell thee, it appears much more rational How me to 
believe this, than'that the % Matter itſelf was pro- 
duc d out of nothing above five or fix thouſand Years 
ago, as the Fecus and Chr i/tians ſeem to teach. Rather 
than ſtarve my Reaſon with ſo ſhort an Idea of the 
World's s Age, I would embrace the Sentiments of De- 
mocritus and Epicurus, ſuppoſe an Infinity of Spaces and 
Worlds, an E ternity of Generations and! Corrupiions, a 
continual Change not only of [ndividuals, but of the 
very Species of Things, throu gh | the /atal Concourſe 

Vol. II. 1 and 
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They ſay, That the f/f Matter” is co-eternal wich - 


e 
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and Blending of Atoms : Vet not denying the Unity of 
the Divine Eſſence, nor undervaluing his Providence all 
the while. For theſe Things are, in my ee very 
.compatible one with another. | 

I do not pretend to be ſingular, or ſet up for a Dog- 
— Neither am I ambitious of being eſteem'd a 
Wit, by venting Notions above the Reach of vulgar 
Capacities. Tis only the pure Love of Truth, which 
encourages me to take this Liberty with thee, who in 
Matters of Phil/ophy art the only Maſter of the Age. 

To thee therefore I ſubmit all my Sentiments, as to 
an-Oracle ; defiring thy impartial Anſwer, and couch- 
ing the Faculties of my Soul, in the moſt humble At- 
tach to thy venerable Wiſdom Tet ag mute as a 
nnr. | 


Paris, 20th of the i 2th Moon, 
of the Year 1664. 


S ** a — 
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LETTER XVII. 


To Mirmadolin, Santone of the Vale 1 
Side. 


HAT is this World, that on all ſides invades 

our Senſes ? This Earth under our Feet; thoſe 

Clouds whirling over our Heads; theſe Winds ſhaking 
the Trees ; that azure Sky, with all its glittering Or- 
naments? What's all this but an eternal Dream; a meer 
Shadow of Gop Almighty's Thoughts? *Tis pleaſant 
living in its *tis alſo painful. In his Senſe this Univerſe 
is perfectly good; in ours*tis mix d with Evil. He made 
it for his own Diverſion, and our Scrutiny.” *Tis to 
us aField of Riddles and Contradictions. In Summer 
we curſe the Heat, and in Winter blaſpheme the. Cold. 
Yet we blefs both the one and the other, when we feel 
*em in due Meaſure and Seaſon, One Hour, this "Jon 
OO. * 4 Our 


K « 
* * 

2 
x: 


— 


or Content in any Thing. The ſofteſt Muſick at ſome 
times grates our Ears, like the croaking of Toads. 


The moſt, agreeable Odours, are as the Smell of a Se- | 


pulchre, loathſome and abominable. The moſt delec- 


table Wines and ſavoury Meats, at ſuch Seaſons, are 
unpalatable as the Beverage and Diet of Hell. Neither 


can the more inſinuating Charms of Women, put us 


in a better Humour. All the whole Syſtem of Nature 


joined together, is not ſufficient to afford us eaſe. No- 
thing but a Ray from the Omnipotent can alleviate our 


Melancholy, or give us a Taſte of our ſelves. For we 


are the very Deity in ſcatter'd Fragments; or we are 
ſeparated Drops of the Divine Efence; Volatile Spirits 
of Eternity; by Fate or Chance, fix'd in proper Ve- 
hicles of Time and Matter, O Santone ! this whole 
Corporeal Univerſe is but a Web ſpun from the Bowels 


of an [finite Gop, and wrought with inimitable Arti- 


| fice, to catch Iumaterial Forms, Idea's and Souls in, 
which are the genuine Off- ſpring of the Eternal Mind. 


We Mortals of human Race, are but ſo many Parcels 
of the Divinity in diſguiſe, trepan'd into Bodies, by cer- 


tain hidden Baits, Magnets, and Charms lurking in 
Enbryo's, with which we have ſome Sympathy. We 


are all Gods in Maſquerade. So are the Beaſts of the 


Fields, the. Birds of the Air, and the Fiſh of the Sea. 
Let us not therefore condemn the antique Ceremonies 
of Genti/e Religion, which taught Men to adore the 


Sun, Moon, and Stars, the E/ements, and all that is. 
within their Circumference, eſpecially the Souls of de- 
parted Hero's, Demy-Gods, Nymphs, and the reſt of 


thoſe. Beings, which are the eldeſt Progeny of Eternal 
| Nature. For in ſo doing,they did but buildAltars to the 
original Fountain of the Univerſe. Since Gop is in the 
Winds,in theRain, 1 in the Thunder, Lightning, Hail, and 
other Meteors; in the Heavens and Air, Sun, Moon, 
and Stars; in the Fire, Earth, and Water; in Plants 
and Animals; finally, ſince he is in the Elements, and 
* Thing — them. ; he i is not E in 
| them, 
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lour pleaſes the Eye, another that; and perhaps in the 
next, 'tis diſguſted at them both. We never find Reſt 


4 
i 
i q 
% 
, = 
8 
—— £ 
py © 
— eo z . k ——— d. 
——ů—————— ]LY—ꝓ—— rot — ARR —— 1 
240 Bet PF 
n * Ll 
. . 3 = 4 
—2 0 - l 


172 Levvens Writ 57 Vol. VI. 
them, but is theſe very Things by an ive fable Produce 
tion of himſelf. And when the final Conſum mation 
ſhall come, it will be but a withdrawing all the extend- 
ed Lines of his Infinity, into their Center, where thou 
and I, and every divided Atom in Nature ſhall meet, 
be united and ſwallow'd up in eternal Beatitude. Amen], 
Amen! Oh thou Lord and Father of all Things, 
inexhauſtible Abyſs of Miracles which know no 255 


Wie 6th of the 1/f Moor, 
| 1 the Year 1665. 


LET TER KIX, 
To the e ſame. 


NUPPOSING it were otherwiſe than I have 
ſaid: Grant the Doctrine of Epicurus true. Be- 
Ive that we and all Things were produc'd by the For- 
tuitous Concourſe of Atoms: Yet ſtill we have the ſame, 
or greater Reaion to value ourſelves as diminutive Gods, 
ſince in this Senie we mult of Neceſſity be Eternal,every 
Atom being fo, of which we are compounded. In the 
Opinion of theſe Philoſophers, there's no ſuch Thing 
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as an Origin or Beginning of the Univerſe : Each Par- 
ticle of Matter with them, is as old as the Divinity. We I 
have all rang'd Eternaliy from one Form and World to 
another; danc'd to the Meaſures of Fate, been Parts > 
"of the Orbs above, and of the Caverns below];  ftray'd ; 
i through the Heavens and all the Elements, taken an 5 
4 univerſal Career, tbrough Iuſinite and Endleſs Spaces; 1 
thi and are now (as fix'd as we ſeem in theſe ſolid Hulks of 
43 Fleſh) in the ſame Hurly-burly as ever. | T 
& 5 1 22 beſe, Bodies which we carry about us are not com- 8 
475 pound 0 the ſame tems as they were ſeven Years P 
. x: ago: >: There! 15.2 perpetual Flux and Reflux of Particles, = 
435 We die as faſt as we live. Every Moment ſubſtracts P; 
4 5 fram our Pu on Earth, as much as it adds to his . 
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Vol. VI. a Spy * Pann. . 17. 
We move, breathe, and do all Things by Paradox. 
Our very Eſſence is à Riddle. 


With an open Heart therefore I applaud thy religi- 


ous Negligence of human Affairs, in that thou art di 


vinely careleſs of thy ſelf, and every thing elſe, lave 
only to conferve thy Innocence. 

What ſignifies it, whether we believe the Mitten 
Law or the Alcoran; whether we are Diſciples of Mo- 
ſes, Feſus, or Mahomet; Followers of Ariſiotle, Plato, 
Pythageras, Epicurus, or Ich Rend Hu the Indian Bra- 
min? Of what Import is it, whether we pray or not? 


Whether we kneel before Images, or in a naked Mo/que ? 
It will be all one in the winding up. We are but the 


Machines of Chance. As we live, fo ſhall we die ; 
and Gop knows what will become of us afterwards ; * 
neither is it worth our while to be ſollicitous, ſince we 
can be certain of nothing. Perhaps, every Atom of 
which we are made may be ſcatter'd from the reſt ; we 
may be tranſported Piece: meal into Ten Hundred Thou-- 
ſand Millions of Worlds, and ſeven-fold as many Years 
may expire, before two the minutelt Particles of our 
Frame meet together again. We need not to be trou- 
bled at all this: Nothing can hinder us from being 
Immortal and Eternal tho' it be but in F ragments. 
Go on then, Sacred Vagabond, Pious Rambler, Holy 
Fugitive; go on to aſſert, in the Courſe of thy Life, 
this great 'I'ruth, That all Things depend on ewerlaſting 


Chance or Deſtiny. Thy Actions ſhall reprove the Hy- 


pocrites of the Age, who abound in ſpecious Words. 
And thy divine Indifference ſhall condemn the helliſh 
Leal of furious Bigots, who think to pleaſe Gop, and 


atone for their Sins, by ſacrificing human Blood, and | 


maſſacring all that are not of their Faith. 

Gop, or Chance, or Fate, ſhall tranſport thee aſter 
Death to happy Regions, immarceſſible Joys, and an 
endleſs Succeſſion of Bliſs. Every Aton ſhall find its 
Paradiſe. Thou ſhall mount by degrees to 1 infi- 


' nite, and eternal Felicity. Adieu for a Time. 


Paris, 20th of the 1 /. Moon, 
Dat the Year 1665. 
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N Lrrrns Writ by vo. VI. 


LETTER XX. 


7 0 Tfouf, his Couſin, 4 Memon at Aftra- 
x can. 


7 HEN I reflect on thy Happineſs, in having 
been all thy Life at Liberty to change thy Reſi- 
= and ramble whitherſoever thy Fancy invited 
thee ; and that even now at Afracan, thou art no 
longer coufined than by thy own Pleaſure or Intereſt, I 
cannot forbear envying thee. 

There is an ihexpreſſib!e Delight in ranging the va- 
rious Trads of the Earth. Whereas to be perpetually 
ſhut up and impriſoned, as I am, in a City ſo cloſe and 
High-built, -that the very Winds can ſcarce find a Way 
m_ her interior Parts, is a perſect Hell upon Earth. 
Jo ſpeak the Truth, Paris may be call'd a Heap or 
Aggregate of Cities, built one upon another, like Pe- 
lion upon Oha, fince the Houſes here are as high as the 
Minarets at Conſtantinople, and divided like the Air in- 
to the /owwer, middle, and upper Regions or Apartments; 
or rather like the Heavens, whoſe Number 4/tronomers 
aſſert to be Mine. For with ſo many Stories do ſome 
Houſes, nay, whole Streets in Paris, liſt up their 
Heads; and every Story or Apartment's peopled like a 
Bee-hive. So that in this infinite Throng of Inhabi- 
tants, and ſuch as come hither about Butineſs, we are 
ready to be ſtifled with one another's Breath: Whereas 
thou knoweſt, in the Cities all over the Ea/t, the 
Houſes are intermix'd with Gardens : They are low- 
built, with Lerraſſes on the Top to take the cool Air 
en by Night, with Parterres, Kaſkaneys, Divans, 
Conſervatories, and all the other Conveniencies for re- 
treſhing the Senſes, by Water, Wi nd, and odoriferous 
Smells, _ 

This makes me long to be at Conflantinople, Damaſ- 
cus, Moſul, or even at Aſtracan, where thou reſideſt, 
| tho" that City ws want many * which others enjoy. 
However, 


Vol. VI. -& Sex f Pans 1 
However, I ſhould there encounter with T:iara's and 
Turbants, the very Sight of which wou'd half cure m 
Diſcontent. May my Portion be with Tagot, if I am 1 
not tir'd with ſeeing. nothing but theſe Hats, and ſhort | 
Coats, theſe ridiculous Franks, theſe Apes without Tails. - 
And then to hear them rant againſt the Grand Signior, 
and all True Believers 3 to hear them blaſpheme the 

. Meſſenger of God, curſe the Alcoran, revile the Mufti, | 
and all the Mollabs, with a Thouſand other Imperti- 
nences, which none but ſuch Reprobates, Giaurs, and 
Infidels would be guilty of; makes me either wiſh my 
ſelf deaf, or that my Tongue were at Liberty to anſwer: 
them. But, much rather would J deſire to be in a | 

Place, where I might enjoy my Ears, to receive the 

Salem from my Friends that are Maſſulmans, and to = 
hear the Name of God devoutly bleſs d on any Occaſion 

that awakens the Senſe to Piety. 

Oh that I were among my Countrymen, the Aral: 
ans, who dwell in Tents, and frolick about from Hills 
to Valleys, taſting by Turns the various Sweets of the 
Foreſt and the Plain. The Groves and Meadows, Pa- 
ſtures and Arable Grounds, Cities and Villages, all 
contribute to their Delight. They want no innocent 
Joy that the Earth can afford. Their Wealth conſiſts 
in the Multitude of their Sheep, Camels, Goats and 
Oxen. And for them is all their Care, that they may 
not want Graſs and Water in due Seaſon. As for them-. 
ſelves, they are reſign'd to Prowidence. 

So are the Tarters, who ſleep in Hords or Waggons, 
the only Cavaliers of 4{fia: Whole Liſe is a perpetaal 
Campaign, from the Cradle to the Grave: 'Their La- 
bour and Eaſe are derived from the ſame Fountain; ex- 
erciſing themſelves on Horſeback at ſeven Years old; 
and feeding on the Milk of Mares as ſoon as they are 
wean' d from their Mother's Breaſts. Toil and Recre- 
ation with them are one and the ſame Thing, ſince 
they know no other Pleaſure but what conſiſts in Ri- 
ding, Fighting, and Conquering; or elſe in Death,,  -! 
which they believe tranſlates them to new Joys, and 
thoſe more poignant than they knew before. There- 
I's fore 
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176 LETTERS Writ by Vol. VI. 
fore they bravely court it at the Point of a Sword, or 
the Mouth of a Cannon: Nothing-being more ſcanda- 


lous or hateful than a Coward among them. 


J proteſt, the very Idea of Palus Maæotis, and Tas 
rica Cherſoneſus, with the reſt of thoſe horrible Pens 


'and Marſhes, on' the North of the Black Sea, which 
encompaſs the Dominions of the Tartars, affects me 


with a Paſſion, or rather ſuch a Medley of Paſſions, as 


T know not how to name. Thoſe ample Deſarts, thoſe 
untrack'd Solitudes, appear to my Imagination, like the 


Limits of this old habitable World; and the Frontiers 
of ſome new, ſtrange and unknown Region; ſome 


Terra Incognita, where an univerſal Diſſolution and Si- 
lence keep their Seat for ever: Where no Voices are 
heard but thoſe of uncouth Saryrs, Fauns, and other 
' Exotick Tenants of the Woods and Moors. No other 


Sound but the whiſtling and roaring of the Winds, No 


Proſpect but that of Trees which have appear'd from 


the Infancy of Time ; and where thoſe are wantipg, 
the Eye is weary'd in a long endleſs Waſte, which no- 
thing ſeems to bound, but the declining Arch of diſtant 
Skies, or low, black, melancholy Clouds, ſkirted with 


Miſts and Fogs, eternal Mantles of the Northern 
Climes. 


This is the Figure of thoſe folitary Tracts whe I 


would chuſe to live, rather than in a City which ſtifles 
me with too much Plenty of every Thing, but fre ffi 


Air, and honeſt People. 
Zhou, the Contrarieties which we find in earthly 


Things, give a Guſt to each other. And the moſt 


magnificent Palace wou'd ſeem a Priſon, were a Man 


always confin'd to live in it. 


Couſin, I wifh thee perpetual Liberty, and | Happineſs, 


Paris 7th of the 24 Moon, 


of the Year 1665. 
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LETTER XXE 


2˙ Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal EY 
0 tary of the Ottoman Empire. 


-M IDST the Variety of Obligations which T * 
have to diſcharge, I forget not to obey thy Com- 
8 T have already in my former Diſpatebes ac- 

quainted thee with the Characters, and ſome remark- 
able Paſſages of Henry IV. Lewis XIII. Lewis XIV. \ 

Cardinal Richlieu, Cardinal Mazarini, and the Prince | 
of Conde. Now I will ſay ſomething of the famous 
Mareſchal de Turenne, whole Fame reaches whereſoever 
the French Wars have been talk'd of for theſe forty 
Years. The Name of this great General, is Henry de 
la Tour d Auvergne, Son to the Duke of Bouillon. 

When his, Father was near his Death, he call'd for 
both his Sons, whereof this was the Voungeſt. And 
among other Exhortations, he recommended i in a ſpe- 
cial Manner three Things to their Practice: Never to 
renounce or change their Religion: Never to take up 
Arms againſt their e Nor to en the rl 
Miniſter. 

As to the Firſt, the Maieſchal de Turenne has hitherto ' 
kept it inviolably ; but he has faulter'd in both the other, 
having revolted from hisMafter”s Service during his Mi- 
nority, and eppos'd the Intereſt of Cardinal Maxarini, 
when the Parliament perſecuted that Miniſter. 

However, this hinders not but that he is a great Sol- 
| dier, and beſides he is ſince reconcil'd to the King: He 
ſeems to be born for Martial Affairs. And they relate 
of him, That when he was but Len Vears Old, and 
his Governor miſſing him, had ſought up and down - 
every where for him, he at length found him faſt aſleep 
on a Cannon, Which he ſeem'd to embrace with his little - 
Arms as far as they would reach. And when he aſk'd : 

. why he choſe ſuch a Couch to lie on, he made Anſwer, 

. That Ps e gn 45 to have Pept there all Night, to convinee * 

LS; hig*es 
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his Father that he æuas hardy enough to undergo the Fa- 
tigues of War, tho” the Old Duke had often perſuaded. 
him to the contrary. And to ſpeak the Truth, no Man 
was more careleſs of his Body than this Prince. 
At fourteen Vears of Age he was ſent into Holland to 
ſerve in the Army under the Pyince of Orange who was 
bis Uncle. There he apply'd himſelf to all the Diſci- 
pline of War, doing the Duty of a private Soldier: 
Which is the common Way that Cadets or younger 
Brothers take to riſe to the moſt eminent Offices. He 
was equally forward in Labours and Perils, never ſhun- 
ning any Fatigue or Hazard, which might bring him. 
Glory ; yet he was not raſh, the common Vice of 


nary Prudence and Solidity of Judgment, beyond what 
was expected from him at theſe Years. Yet, on the 
other Side, his Counſels were not flow and flegmatick, | 
being of a very ready Forecaſt ; and he ſeldom fail'd in 
His Contrivances, He was ſoon promoted to a Place of 
Command. And the Exactneſs of his Conduct rais'd: 
him a vaſt Reputation, ſo that by Degrees he at laſt ar- 
riv'd to that Height of Power and Honour he now poſ- 
ſeſſes. He appears indefatigable in his Body, and of 
an invincible Reſolution. He hates Flatterers, that 
think to gain his Friendſhip by praiſing him, And is 
equally averſe from making uſe of ſuch fawning Inſinu- 
ations to others, tho” the greateſt Princes of the Blood, : 
or the Fir Miniſter himſelf. 

He has alſo a certain Stedfaſtneſs of Spirit, which 
begs be warp'd by any artificial Addreſſes, tho' made 
to his own apparent Advantage, if they propoſe to him 
any Thing that has the leaſt Semblance of what is baſe 
and diſhonourable: Thus he would never conſent that 
the Honour of taking Dunkirk ſome Years ago, ſhould 
be aſcrib'd-to Cardira: Mazarim, though that Miniſter 
_ Privately courted him to it, offering him the greateſt 
Commands in the Kingdom, if he would do him that 
Service ; and the Mareſchal knew it might prove his 
Ruin, if he did not. Yet ſuch was his Integrity and 
Love to the Truth, that EE no means would he be 


brought 


Youth,. but temper'd all his Actions with an extraordi- 


8 
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brought to condeſcend to this Meanneis of Spirit: Vet, 
perhaps it might only proceed from the Averſion which 
in thoſe Days he had for the Cardinal. Many times it 


is evident that a natural Paſſion is made to pals for a 
moral Virtue. Beſides, perhaps he was unwilling to | 


be depriv d of the Glory due to him for that important 


. Service. 


He is a Man of few Words, and ſo ſecret in all his 


Counlels, that no Body knows any Thing of his De- 


ſigns, till he puts them in Execution. Every Man 
eſteems him the moſt liberal Prince of this Age, having 
no other regard for Money, than as it ſerves the Ne- 


_ eeflities of his Family, and enables him to oblige his 


Friends. | 
In a word, whatever Vices he may haze; he is yet 


*endu'd with fo many good Qualities and Virtues, that 


he is belov'd by all . — and in particular Favour 


with his Sovereign, who treats him not as a Subject, but 


as one of his moſt intimate Friends. 

May God, who has rais'd up this great Genius, to 
aggrandize the French Monarchy, continually ſuppiy the 
Grand Signior with valiant and expert Generals, that 
the Zmpire of the Faithful Oſmans, may increaſe like 


the Moon, but never be in its Fane, till that Planet * 


ſhall no more appear in the e and the F nn : 
of the E lemmmts ſhall be CG) 


Paris, 1255 of the. 24 Moon, 
e the Tear 1665. 
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"LETTER XXII. 


I Orchan Cabet, Student of the Sciences, 
and Penſi toner to the Grand Signior. 


* 1 This Letter as FA HE French King has gh | 
_ewpritten Originally 1 receivid a groſs Affront 
iu Sclayonick.. from the Poets. They have often 


been Satyrical upon his Loves, and. 


now they begin to burleſque upon his Money. A Day 
or Two ago, as he was newly riſen out of his Bed, he 


found on a Table in his e A Paper cOntuUnineg.. 
| 206 Verles.. | 


Ju es Iſſue de how Auguſte 

Jon Aytul eſt Henry le Grand; 

Et ton Pere Lowis le Fuſte, 

- Pour Toy, tunes 70 un. Lowis d F WO 


Thou know'ft whe: the Force of the Pott's Wit 
lies, having travelled in France. and learned their 
Language. The King ſmil'd at the Reading of it, and 
ſeem' d to be pleas d with the Frankneſs of the Author, 
ſaying, He was anorth @ Thouſand Flatterers. He pro-: 
miſed likewiſe to give him five hundred Lowzs's for his 
Wit, if he would diſcover himſelf, as alſo. to pardon 
him on his Royal Word. But, the Sazyrif.would not 
venture himſelf, knowing that Kings have more ways 
than One to revenge themſelves of private Perſons, their. 
Subjes. However, ſince the King appear'd ſo well 
3 with this, he was reſolved to give him another 
Touch of his Skill. Andthe very next Morning in the 
ſame Place, the King found theſe Words. | 


Tu ne le Scaura pas Lous, 


Car /etois feul quand je le fit. 
| There 
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There have been many Conjectures made about. the. 
Author of theſe Lampaons. Some ſax one Thing, and 
ſome another. And there are not wanting, ſuch as. 
faſten it on a Virgin of Collen, now reſiding at this 
Court: Her Name is Anne Marie de Sturman. She is 
very learned, and ſpeaks Arabich, Latin, Turkiſp,. 
Greek, Iialian, French and Spaniſh; as fluently as her 
native Dialect. She is of a fine Wit, and piercing, 
Judgment i in the Conzrovenbes. of . phy and. Rel 
ion. 
There are 5 Epiſtles: of hers in print, ! 
penn d in Latin, others in French,  addreſs'd to the 
Rueen-Mother, C ardinal. Richlien, Cardinal Magarini, 
and others; beſides a Book: of - Poems, moſt of them 
Satires. And. tis this laſt gives the World ſuch a Jea- 
louſy of her writing the Lines which were found on the 
King's Table. For the Cr:iticks have compar'd 'em 
with her Style; and find a very near reſemblance be- 
tween them... 


But let who will * the Author, I think 18 "Break 


King is wrong d. in the Character they give him, For 
tho he has heap'd up great Quantities of Gold and 
Silver to carry on his vaſt Deſigns, yet he is no M. ier, 
being very liberal to Perſons of Merit. 


I ſend thee this for thy Diverſion, and i in Order to 
our future Correſpondence. Take it for an Example, 


and be as familiar with me, remembring the old Latiu 
| Proverb, Manus manum fricat. 


15 I 1th of the 61h Moon... „ N 
Vibe Year 1665. | 


L EPT ER XXIII. 
To the Captain Baſſa. 
* "AY. thy Heart be chearful, and thy end 


2 crown d with Succels, wire: ever thou ſaileſt, 
: wn noble 


e reer „ = 
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noble old Tarpaulin, and Favourite of the God of the 
Sea. The Empire of the Ottomans has not had ſo brave 
a Commander of the Navy theſe thirty Years. God 
grant thee good Fortune againſt the 7»fide/s, whether on 


the White or Black Seas, Thou art already famous for 


thy Exploits on the latter, in above twenty Engage- 
ments with the Cof/acks, Circaſſians, and the reſt of 
thoſe thieviſh Countries. But nothing has raiſed thy 


Character fo high as the laſt Combat thou hadſt with 


Pachicour, the renowned Pyrate of thoſe Parts, who 
threaten'd not only his Chhripian Neighbours, but alſo | 
the Ottoman Empire with infinite Ravages. © © 


» L 
% — 


But thou haſt ſtemm'd the Tide of his Glory, hum- | 


bled the maritime People his Confederates, and by that 
means made thy ſelf a Way into the Archipelago and 
Mediterranean, where thou rideſt as another Neptune, 
King of the Waters, "AS 5 

Take not this for Flattery ; for T tell thee, I have 
not ſaid ſo much to a Ba//a of the Sea theſe ſeven 


and twenty Years. Neither indeed had I any Reaſon. 


He that merited the moſt Applauſe in all that Time, 
was the brave Zorneſan Muflapha. And I addrefs'd no 
more to him than his due. Fortune did not favour 
him, or elſe he had done great Things. As for the reft, 
they were generally Men never bred to Sea-Affairs, but 
Minions of the Court, or Bullies of the City, who were 
better at making a Noiſe, than at any Action of Hazard 
or Importance. And there were ſome bold Renegadoes, 
but they play d faſt and looſe, and no boy knew where 
to have 'em. . Ages Shy Py eTrt 
Treachery infects the whole World; but in theſe 
Weftern Parts it reignsas in its Center. Here'snothing 


but Undermining and Ambuſhes : One State trepanning 


another out of their Guards, and then they play their 
own Game. „ 


It would be endleſß to acquaint thee with the Origi- 


nal of the Quarrel between the FEngliſs and the Dutch. 
Let it be enough for thee to know, that theſe People are 
at odds now: And in regard the Strength of both Nati- 
ons lies in their Shipping, they are preparing to cover 


þ 

3 
- 
4 
„ 
= 


the Protection of the * Porte, yet let e us remember, 
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the Northern Seas with Navies; but the anders ſtill 


get the beſt on't. They claim the Sovereignty of thoſe 


Seas, and in my Opinion they deſerve it. I ſpeak ac-- 
cording to my Intelligence ; ; being aſſur'd, that no Na- 
tion ever prevail'd againſt em on that Element. 


They have had a terrible Fight this Summer, wherein 
the Dutch loſt ſeventeen Ships of. Var, beſides Veſſels 


of ſmaller Note. The Commander of the Engl 


Fleet is call'd the Duke of Jord, a great General, and 
Brother to the Engliſb King. His Name was famous 


in France and Flanders during the Spaniſb War. And 


tho' the Land afforded him no farther Occaſions of Glo- 
ry, yet he has found ſome in the Sea. Opdam, the 
greateſt Admiral thateverthe Dutch could boaſt of, fell. 
a Sacrifice to his Genius. 

Jam the more particular in chis baba, becauſe it 
is fit thou ſhould'ſt Know the Characters of all the brave 
Heroes living. 

Since this Fight, the King of France has ſent an 
Ambaſſaor to the Engliſh Court to mediate a Peace. 


What Iſſue his Negotiation will have, is of no great Im- 
port to us, who ſerve the Guang Higuiag, ſole Lord of 


the Four Seat: But I will tell thee ſomething which it- 
_— thee toknow. _ 


The K 7 5 France is going to cut a Canal through 


Part of. his Kingdom, by which the Mediterranean 
may be join 1. to the Main Sea. This is a vaſt Deſign, 
and much diſcaurs'd of in Europe, being a Parallel to 


what has been formerly attempted by ſome Kings of 


Egypt, and Empexors of Rome to join the Mediterranean 


and Red Sea together, for the fake of an eaſier Traffick. 
to the Eaſt Indies. 


Thou oughteſt alſo to be ibs of the Duke of 
Beaufort's Exploits on the Coaſts of Barbary. He is 


Commander of the French Navy in thoſe Seas, and has 


done great Injuries to the People of Algier, Sarcelle, 
Bougie, and other Ports. 


- Tho'-theſe Rebels are deſervedly puniſh'd for deſerting 


that 
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| that the 8 are Muſſulmans, and therefore-ought 
not to be abandon'd to the Malice of Infadels. 
| Mi ghty Baſſa, ſail thou in the Strength of Go. | 
EE the Enemies of the Ottoman E mpire. And 
| when thou haſt finiſh'd thy Voyage here below, may a 
Wind of Mercy waft thee oer the Waters which are 
above the Firmament, and land thee ſafe in one of the 
Ports of P aradiſ 5 
Pairs, 3d of the 9th Moon, 
of. Wed Year 1665. 
* 
| 
The End of the Third Bok... 
| 3 
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N. E 1 R. . 
To Achmet Beig. 


HIS Court has put on the exterior Sem- 
blance of Mourning, whilſt they inwatdly 
rejoice at the Death of Philip IV. King of 
| Spain. He deceas'd on the 17th of the gth 
Moon. Tis poſſible their Grief is more real for the 


Death of the Duke of Yends/me, a Prince of Royal Ex- 


traction, and, whilſt living, not far from a Poſſibility of 
inheriting the Crown of France. But now he is gone to 
the Grave, the general Receptacle of all Mortals, and 
which makes no Diſtinction between the Noe and the 
Hulgar. 

> 1 here have been abundance of Ceremonies rf 
on the Part of the King, the Dauphin, the Duke of 
Orleans, the Duke of Yalois, and other Princes of the 
Blood, for the Health of the departed Soul: For the 
. ee to give them their due, fall not ſhort of the 
True Faithful, in believing the Reſurrection and Immon- 


tality. 
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zality to come. They conſign the Bodies of the Dead 
to their Sepulchres, with ſolemn Rites of Religion, per 

fuming them with Incenſe, and ſprinkling them with 
- Holy Water; rehearſing alſo certain ſacred Hymns. and 
Prayers appointed for that Purpoſe. Neither do they 
neglect to faſt and give Alms, to perform any pious Office 
which is practiſed by the Muſulmans, tor their Friends 
who are gone to the inviſible State. They agree with 
us in abundance of good Ihings, and if they mix ſome 
Superſfitions and Errors, let us pity their Weakneſs, and 


praiſe God who guides us into the right Way, and fuf- | 


fers us not to be ſeduced into the Way of Infidels. He 
is the Merciful of the Merciful, the Foy of the Elect, 
and the Hope of all Nations. Should he puniſh Men 
- according to their hourly Demerits, the Earth would - 
ſoon be depopulated, and void of any other Inhabitants 
ſave the Bea/?s, But he knows our Mold, and remem- 
bers that we are no more than a mere Froth or Spume of 
the Elements, and that in a very little Time, by the 
Courſe of Nature, we ſhall vaniſh like Bubbles which 
yield toevery Blaſt of Wind. Therefore he ſpares us, 
and connives at our Infir mities, becauſe he is the Lover 
of Souls, 

T1 ſpeak: this as an Incentive to Charity among our 
ſelves, and to our Fellow-Mortals. It ſeems to me un- 
reaſonable, that we ſhould purſue with inexorable Ha- 
tred all the Followers of Feſus. He was a Holy Pro 
pbet, humble, mild, chaſte, and harmleſs. He did 
many good Works himſelf, and commanded his Diſci- 
ples to imitate his Example. He rebuk'd thoſe among 
them that would have calld down Fire from Heaven to 
eonſume his Enemies: Enjoining them to return Bleſ- 
lings for Curſes, Prayers for Blaſphemies, and Good for 
Evil. There are thoſe among them who obey. his Pre 
eepts. As for the Wicked, I am not their Advocate. 
If the greateſt Part of the Chriſtians live contrary to 
the Law of the Me/Fas, let us conſider alſo how many 
Hypocrites, Libertines, Hereticks, and Atheiſts there 
are among thoſe who profeſs the Muſulman Faith. 
— there are Good and Bad of all — 
And 


> - ub - dads 
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And 'tis impoſſible to find an Aſſembly of juſt Men, _ 
without a Mixture of Sinners. 1 in 
As for our Differences with the People of Jeſus, in | | 
Matter of Vonſbip, it ought not to make us forget that |! 
we are Men, compounded of the fame Fleſh and Blood [ 
as they. And for ought we know, Gop, who made i 
all the Nations of the Earth, may accept of their vart- 
ous Rites and Ceremonies in pay ing him Divine Adora- 1 
Lion. | | N = 
Me that are the Poſterity of 1/mae/, and worſhip the 3 
Eternal after the Manner of our Fathers, who follow'd _ | 
the Pattern of 5rahim the Beloved of God, cannot de- 9 
ny but that the Law of Moſes was of Divine Original: 1 
And yet it contains Precepts and Injunctiôns, to which 
we are wholly Strangers in our Practice; tho the Fews, 
| mo are the Deſcendants of Facob, obey them to this | 55 
So we believe what the Alcoran ſays of the Matias, Fi 
That he is the Breath and Word of God; that he. —_—_— 
near'd Diſeaſes, raiſed the Dead, wrought many other 
Miracles and preach'd the true heavenly Doctrine. Yet. 
there's abundance of Difference between the Ceremo- 
nies which the very Apoſtles uſed in the Service of God, 
and the Worſhip eſtabliſf'd by Mahomer our holy Law- 
giver, But he tells us, that they who live up to the- 
Law of Fe/as, ſhall go to Paradiſe as well as the Muf 
Jeans, one 55 „5 
The greateſt Scandal which the Chri/tians give us is 
their ſetting up Pictures and Images in their Temples, . 
and the Reverence they pay to thoſe inſenſible Pieces of: 
« human Art. And yet for ought we know they may be- 
cn excuſable before Gop ; ſince they profeſs openly in the 
public Decrees of their Councils, that the Veneration 


JW 


:4 and Honour they pay to the Figures of Saints and Angels, 
| _ is only relative; their Devotion at the ſame Time reſt- 


ning not on this Side the Proropes. RI 
ny If this be true, I ſee no more hurt in their Worſhip. of 


"4 Images, than in bowing and proſtrating before the Alco- 
5. ran, which is but another Sort of /magery, repreſenting. 
we the Divine Pill. | es 
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In a word, if the Hieroglyphicks of the antient Egyg- 
tians are allow'd to be lawful Letters, and Inſtruments 
to expreſs the inward Conceptions of the Mind ; in my 


Opinion, the Painting and Sculpture which we ſee in 


the Churches of the Chriſtians, ought not to be con- 
demn'd as an eaſier Way to convey the Hi/tory of Feſus, 
and the reſt of the Prophets and Saints, to the- Vulgar, 


Who are generally ignorant of Letters. Unleſs we ſhall 


ſay, that the Son of Mary was an Idol, and the Prophets 
and Saints were Devil; which GoD. avert from the 
Mouth of a True Believer. | 


Paris, 1375 of the 11th Moon, | 
of the Year 1665. 


LETTER H. 


To William Voſpel, a Recluſe of Auſtria: 


na Hv Diſpatch came to my Hands ina good Hour. 


1 I perus'd with Reverence the Paternal Inſtructi- 
ons it contained; the grave and judicious Apothegms; 
the ſacred Rules and Inſtitutions of a regular and ſpiri- 
taal Life; the Morals more refin'd than thoſe of Pindar, 
Epictetus, Seneca, or Cato. But pardon me, if I re- 
liſh nor fo well thy Panegyrick-on ſome of the newly 
canoniz'd Saints; from which you take occaſion to ex- 
tol the Pope Infallibility, and to exclude from Sa/va- 
tion, all that are not within the Pale of the Roman 
Church. | 5 . 

I am a Chriſtian and a Cathoiick as well as you. IL 
honour the Apoſtles and Martyrs, with all the Primi- 
tive Saints, Confeſſors, and Holy Doctors of the Church. 
But I can never be perſuaded, that a Man for being a 


Murderer, Traytor, an Inventor of cruel Devices, or 


a Learned Sycophant, can merit Heaven, tho' he may 
be rank'd in the Red Lines of the Calendar. Much 
leſs can I believe, that all Men ſhall be damn'd, who 

. re 5 
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are not in Communion with the Biſbep of Rome. Cer- 


on. 


tainly the Catholich r Univerſal Church, is not ſhut up 
within the narrow Confines of the ſhatter'd Roman Em- 


pire. Conſider Greece, Armenia, Egypt, Muſcouy, E- 
.thiopia, and all the ſpacious Territories of Europe, and 


the Eat. How many Millions daily ſay the Pater- 
Nojter, and pray in Feſus's Name, yet never paid Obe- 
dience to any but their own Patriarchs and Biſhops ? 
V/ere not all the Apoſtles equally in Commiſion? Were 


not the Churches they founded and eftabliſh'd, equally 

holy and orthodox ? Where then commenc'd the 
mighty Schiſm, but in the moroſe Pride of Victor, who 
(for the Sake of Paſchal Niceries) affronted all the 


Churches in the World, and was for that Reaſon ſeverely 


reproved by a French Biſhop of his own Obedience 3 
beſides the Reprimands of Polycarp, and other Preiates 


of the Fat? Was not St. John the Beloved, that reſted 


kis Head with Divine Honour on the Breaſt of Chriſt, 
as privy to the Laws of his Matter as Peter, Paul, or 
any other abortive Apoſtlè? Remember the firſt Gene- 


ral Council at Feruſalem, where Fames the Brother of 


our Lord fate Preſident, decreeing Abſtinences exactly 
oppoſite to the preſent Roman Faith and Practice. And 
be ieve at the ſame time, that *twas Imperial Vanity 
and Pride which firſt begot the fatal Separation. Hereſy 
was but the Baſtard of the Apoftalick Canons, cheriſt'd 
and too much countenanc'd by Conſtantine and his Suc- 
ceſſors, till the fatal Time of Phocas, whoſe untimely 
Death made all Things ripe for the intended Uſurpati- 

Oh Guzcciardine ! How truly haſt thou writ the 
State of modern Rome]! Worthy as Horace of eternal 
Honour. Thy faithful Proſe equals his courtly Verſe, 


and merits new Augu/tus's to patror. ize it. 


Believe me, Father William, 1 have no Spite or 
Enmity againſt the Roman High-Prieft. 


I reverence 


him equally. with his Brethren the Patriarchs of Con- 
ftantinople, Jes uſalem, Alexandria and Antioch. I 
would go beyond this, for the Sake of Conformity to 
ancient Cuſtom, and in Obedience to the celebrated 


e of Nice : I would willingly acknowledge _ 
[ 
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the Primate: of the World. Let him have the. firſt 
Place, in & 4's Name, among the Patriarchs of the 
Univerſal Church. But let him not ride on the Necks 
of his Equals. Let him not pretend a Power to cancel 
the Apoſtolicł Canons; traverie the Traditions of the 
Fathers, repeal the Decrees of General Councils, diſ- 
penſe with the Laws of Nature, Grace, Reaſon, Mo- 
rality, and the very Inſtitutions of his Predeceſſors, 
Men, without queſtion, as infallible as he. This. is 
not the Way to make Proſelytes to the Roman Faith, 
unleſs it be of Fools and Knaves. The World has re- 
ceiv'd new Lights, Father William, and Men begin to 
hiſs religious Bantering off the Stage. Nay, even 
they who are- moſt guilty of it, I mean the Roman 
Courtiers, Cardinals, and Prieſts, cannot forbear laugh- 
ing at the Folly, and credulous Eafineſs of thoſe on 
whom they impoſe their pious Frauds. The bigotted 
Laity are by them eſteemed no better than filly Aſſes, 
tamely couching under the Burdens of their Eccle/afti- 
cal Lords and Drivers.  _ K 8245 
Therefore, tis time for thee to open thy Eyes, liſt 
up thy Head, and lay aſide Monaſtick Simplicity: I do 
not counſe] thee to turn Libertine, or imitate the Italian 
Gallantry, which has taught the Prieſts, inſtead of ſa- 
cred Continence, to ſquint a Benediction on ſome 
charming Lady from the Altar, in the Name of Domi- 
nus Vobiſcum, or Surſum Corda; even Whilſt they are 
preparing for Divine Revels, to banquet on the Fleſh 
and Blood of God. Oh! monſtrous Perſidy, and exe- 
crable Profaneneis ! Nor if thou art affronted and re- 
vengeful, would 1 adviſe thee to time the Execution of 
thy Wrath like the Sicilian Veſpers, and make the 
Bells become the Signals of thy Cruelty, which ought, 
and were deſign'd, and conſecrated on purpoſe to drill 
on harmleſs Souls to Church, with their dull, ſleepy, 
jangling Chimes z and with their more triumphant, lof- 
ty Muſick, on the Feſtiwals of the Saints, to make de- 
vouter Chriſtians dream they're going to Heaven, in- 
Read of a Maſſacre. I would not have thee hope to 
merit Paradiſe, by ſending thither in Obedience to the 
Sn ; Pope, 
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Pope, or General of thy Order, the majeſtick Souls of 
Kings or Emperors, in Vehicles of ſacred Poiſon, or 
envenom'd Zzcharifts, Believe that thoſe Prelates, 
Prieſts, or Monks, who are thus divinely prophane, 


and mercifully cruel, ſhall become Mitred, - Veſted, 


Cowled Monſters, in the fierceſt and moſt violent glow- 


ing Dens of Hell; there with the moſt exalted Arſe- 
nicks, Mercuries, and whatſoever gives the higheſt: 


Pains, to languiſh, pine, and rack away Ten Thou- 


ſand, Thouſand, Thouſand Ages, in Penances of flow: 
Effect, which expiate but very late, the crying Sins of. 


guilty Murderers, and bloody Hypocrites. 

Yet ſuch as theſe, ſince modern Times, are the only 
Men thought worthy to be canonix d for Saints; which 
made a certain honeſt Cardinal cry out in Preſence of the 
Pope, Theſe Neww Saints force me to doubt the Old Ones. 

Father William, the ſame Thought begins and ends 


my Letter. Vours was upon the Stretch, extolling far 


too high the Largeneſs of the Roman Church, the in- 
fallible Power of Popes, the Miracles of theſe Neau 
Saints. And I, for my Part, am a Man abliorring 
Bigotry. I cannot believe Things contrary to my Rea- 
lon. I wiſh the Differences of Mankind in Point of 
Religion were rationally compoſed, and that the Good 
of all Sects, Factions, Parties, Churches, and Com- 
munions, were united in this Life, ane ſurely will 
be in the next. 


In the mean time, to the Father without Beginning 3 1 


to the Son without a Younger Brother; to the | Holy 
Ghoſt, the Firſt and the Laſt; to the Virgin Mary the 
Mother of the Entire Deity, I recommend thee and all 
good Chriftians „ hoping to ſee you in 2 the, 
we cannot it ſeems think alike on Earth, | 


| Paris, I 7 of the 1 2th Moon, 


of the Year my ; | 3 
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LETTER II. 


75 Nathan Ben Saddi, 4 w at Vienna. 


C 2 O R DI N G to- thy Db, 1 have procuy” 4 
and ſent thee the Alcoran, with other Writings 
of « our Holy Doctors; Books which will conduct thee in- 


to the right Way. Thou wilt find in theſe Volumes a 


Spirit of Life and Power. There breathes in them a 
certain vital Principle of Reaſon; ſo that whoſoever 


reads them attentively, may feel (if I may fo ſpeak) the 


very Pulſe of intellectual Wiſdom, beating in every 
Sentence. 

There is a vaſt Difference between theſe Writings, 
fall of Arguments clear and intelligible, and the Whim- 
fies of thy Rabbi's, who abound in /acred Fables, and 
divine Romances. | 

Who can peruſe. your celebrated Mifnah, without 
Diſdain ? Or look into your more applauded Talmud, 


and not feel himſelf touch'd with Horror, at the mon- 


ſtrous Blaſphemies and ridiculous F orgeries therein con- 
tain'd ? Doſt thou not laugh. at the Story of God's pick- 
ling up the Lewiailan till the Days of the Meſiab; and 


that other of the Bull which daily devours the F odder br 


a Thouſand Mountains ? Or wilt thou ſhew me the Neſt 
of that Bird from whence, the Talmud ſays, an Egg 


falling on the Earth, tlirew down three hundred tall 
Cedars with its Weight ; and at length breaking, over- 


flow'd ſixty Villages with the Hue Subſtance included 


: in the Shell? 


Such as theſe muſt nal be fit Themes for the 
Contemplations of the Omnipotent ! And yet your 


Rabbi's teach, that Gop ſtudies nine Hours of the 
Day in the Talmud. Cin any Man of common Picty 


hear theſe Blaſphemies and not tremble ? What Affronts 
are theſe to human Senſe ? What Impoſitions on the 
Reaſon of the credulous Feass? Does the moſt perfect 
of all Beings acquire Knowledge by Degrees, or is the 
ee! Intelle i UNPrOV 'd by reading of Books? Or if 

it 
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it were ſo, would he not make a better Choice than of N 

a Volume, which in the incredible Stories it relates, ex- 9 

ceeds all the Figments of Poets? 19 

Tell me, Nathan, can'ſt thou ſwallow that loud Lye | | 

of the Talmud, which tells thee, That there was a Lyon, s 

| who when he roar'd at the Diſtance of four hundred | 
Miles from Rome, all the Women that were with 
Child in that City, being affrighted at the Noiſe, miſ- 


* carried, and the Walls of Rome fell down ? And when 5 
L he drew. nearer by a hundred Miles, he ſet up his J 
- Throat again, which made ſo terrible a Sound, that all \ 
e the Romans Teeth fell out of their Heads, and the 9 
E mperar himſelf felt ſuch Convulſions, as 1 welle. 0 
| nigh coſt him his Lite. Ft 
5, Surely the Crow which the Talmud ſpeales of in ano- | 
* ther Place, was but a Puny to this monſtrous Lion; and 

d yet it ſeems, that Crow ſwallow'd a Serpent that had ea- 

ten a Frog as big as a Village of threeſcore Houſes, and 

ut when he had done, flew into the next Tree. I ſuppoſe, 

d, that was the Tree which grew in Paradiſe, and was 

n- five hundred Miles high, according to the Talmud. 

n- Have I not Reaſon for this Raillery, when one of your 

k- Rabbi ſolemnly ſwears, he was an Eye - witneſs of theſe 

nd Things? Who can forbear to ridigule the Bigotry of 

= thoſe, who give up their Faith to ſuch Deluſions ? 

leſt Thou wilt meet with more rational Entertainment in 
og the Books of the  Muſſulman Doctors; more eſpecially 

tall in that Tranſcript thou haſt of the Volume firſt dictated. 
ver- in Heaven. That confirms the true Law of Maſes, but 
ded . damns the Impoſtures of the Talmud, attributing the In- 
vention of ſuch Errors to the Devil. 

the But thou wilt ask me, perhaps, what I mean by the 
your true Law of Moſes? Shall I tell thee the Opinion of 

the one of thy own Nation, a Hebrew of the Hebreaus, 

iety as he pretends, and, for ought I know, of the ſame. 
ronts Tribe with thy ſelf: For I am a Ftrangex to the Genea- 
1 the ies of you both. 


Some Years ago here was in this City, a om who, 
if we may believe him, has been in all the Citins 
of the World. The French call him the Wandering 
Vor. VI. K Few z 
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Few; and he confirm'd that Title, by the Profeſſion 


he made of his Birth, Deſcent, and univerſal Travels. 


No doubt but thou haſt heard of this Man, or at leaſt, 


of ſuch a Character, and therefore I need not repeat 


what he 1aid of himſelf, and what the Generality of 
Mankind believe of him. Suffice it to tell thee, that 
I was once in his Company half a Day together; when, 

.among other Diſcourſes, he told me, that the true Law 


of Moſes has been loſt for, above theſe two thouſand 


Years, except in the North Parts of Afia, where there 
are an infinite Number of Hebrews, but far different 


in their Religion from all the Feaus in the reſt of the 
World. He ſays, the Country where they inhabit is 
environ'd round with high and inacceſſible Mountains. 


Taskd him the exact Geographical Situation of this 


Country, but receiv'd no other Anſwer than that it lay 
beyond the River Sabbation. Then I remember'd 
what I had read in E/aras, a Scribe of thy / Nation, 


Concerning the Tranſmigration of the Ten T7:4bes, who 


were carried away Captives by the 4/jrians: How 
they paſs'd-through a certain River on dry Ground, 
the Waters being divided to the Right Hand and to the 


Leſt, and that after the ſame Manner they fhould return 


again in the latter Days ; 'but that in the mean time, 


the Region where they live was hidden from all other 


Mortals. - | | 
Comparing this Paſſage with what I had heard from 


the Wand'ring Few, I became almoſt perſuaded that 
the Reople and Country of which he ſpake, were the 


very ſame mention'd by E/aras. Gop only can diſ- 


cern the Truth from Error in Hifteries of ſo remote 


and ancient a SubjeR. 


As to their Religion, I was Juſt going to give thee 
an Account of what he faid concerning it, but am in- 


terrupted by Company. Wherefore I am forc'd to 


break off abruptly. Expect a full Relation in my next. 


I am in haſte. , 
Paris, 4th of the 1 Moon, 7 * 
P the Tear 1666. 3 3 
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L E T T E R IV. 
To the Same. 


T* HE Interruption which macs me ſo ſuddenly 


_ conclude my other Letter laſted not long; ſo 


that I have Time enough to perform my Promiſe by 


the ſame Poſt. 


1 was about to relate what the Wand'ring Few told 
me of the Religion of thoſe remote Hebrews in Afa, . 


which take as follows. ” _ 5 | 
He fays, they are a Nation of Philoſophers, bound 


by their Lawvs to ſtudy the Liberal Arts and Sciences. 
They have none but Iron-money current among them; 


the Uſe of Gold and Silver Coins being expreſly for- 
bidden by their Laws, to prevent the Temptations of 


Avarice and Theft: For who would ſteal or covet a 
Metal, which, for its Bulk, was not eaſy to be hid, nor 


for its Beauty very deſireable, being every where com- 


mon in the Veins of the Earth, and ſerv'd only as a 


Method of Barter and Commerce among themſelves, 


where the Inequality of Merchandiſes entangled their 


Traffick, and would not admit of a ready Exchange. 
This took from them the Occaſion of many unne- 
ceſſary Arts at Home, and they had no Temptation to 
travel Abroad; the chief Deſign of their - Laaugiver 
being to oblige them to ſpend moſt of their Time in re- 


ligious and philoſophical Exerciſes, and the reſt in pre- 
paring Neceſſaries for human Suſtenance. They had no 


need to buy any thing of foreign Countries, or to build 
Ships for that End, who were bound to live content with 


the natural Product of their own fertile Country: For 
Laxury has not as yet ſet Footing in that happy Region, 


if we may believe this Traveller. He ſays, they feed al- 
together on the Fruits of the Earth, not admitting any 
Art or Employment which tends to Superfluity, but on- 


y ſuch as ſerve the neceſſary Uſes of Life, wherein 


they ſhew an admirable Dexterity and Skill. | 
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When they travel from one Town to another, which 
is very frequent, they never carry any thing to defray 


their Charges by the Way, or when they arrive at 


their Journey's End : All Entertainment of this Nature 


being free and reciprocal. Such is the Cuſtom of hs 


Country 
They have no Lawyers among aa” but if a 


-Contention ariſe, tis preſently determin'd by the Arbi- 


tration of the next Neighbour, to whoſe Sentence all 
ſubmit : Every Man being willing to loſe ſomething of 


His Right, rather than diſturb the Publick Amity and 


Peace. 
As to the Manner of their Vonſbip, they are ſtrict 


Obſervers of Purity in waſhing, anointing, and ſhav- 
ing their Bodies. 

They have Temples alſo where they aſſemble every 
Seventh Day ; and having offer'd up the Firſt-Fruits of 
the Earth, they fit down in the Courts, and banquet 
together with Joy, whilſt the Prieſts entertain them 


with excellent Muſick and Songs in praiſe of Gop rg 
Ples 


His Works. To this End the Courts of their Tem 


are made very large, that they may contain ſo many 

diftin& Families; and ſtately Pavilions are ſet up, a- 
dorn'd with the Boughs of green Trees, with all man- 
ner of Flowers careleſly intermixed. But amidft all 


their Feaſting they are not permitted to taſte of Fleſh : 
They eat only the Fruits of the Earth, with Mill, 
Honey, and Oil. And their common Drink is Water 


and Wine. 


Ae 4 ge of ſixteen Years, every Man is at 
to take following Oath : 


ey = I avill adore but One Go D, who bean 
our Fathers out of Egypt, and has conducted us by a 


myſterious Path to this Land of -Promiſe. I auill religi- 


ouſly ſerve him all my Life, for that he has wouchſafed 
to plant me in the Family of his Elect, and not either of 
the Te 7. bes who <were left behind in the Land of 


Deludons. bet 8 ao td ly ro all Men, neither will I 
volu n- 
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voluntary hurt or kill any living Creature, unliſi it be in 
my baun Defence. I will not taſte of the Fleſh of any 
Animal, but in all Things obſerve the Abſtinence com- 
manded by Allah 10 Moſes on the Mount. I will reli- 
'giouſly obey my Prince, to my laſt Breath, and rather be 
"torn in Pieces by avild Beaſts than betray him, or conſent 
to betray him to another: For he is the Vice-Roy of 
Gop. 41 will never conceal my Knowledge of any Con- 
' ſpiracy againſt him, or my Country, neither will J dif 
cover his Secrets to any, if it ſhould ever be my Honour 
fo know them. I <will obſerve the Traditions of my Fa- 
thers, and teach the ſame and no other to my Poſterity. 
In fine, I will in all Things obey the Laws of this ſa- 


ered Kingdom, this Region of Peace, this Garden of 
Bliſs. All this I folemnly favear by the firſt Father of 


Light, and by Nothing the profound Wont of "Darkneſe, 


and by Silence the Companion of that Death which 6 


created Being can fathom, <vhich is the ſame as if 1 
Hould wiſh my ſelf annihilated, if I violate this Oath 
in the Jeaft Point. | | 


Theſe are all the Terms of the Oath, that I can di- 
ſtinctly remember, which I here inſert, to ſhew thee 
what Opinion theſe People have of the Law which 
was given to Mo/es on the Mount, and how they reje& 
the Teo Tribes that were left in Tis and eſteem d 
of that Country but as the Land of Deluſions, as count- 
ing their -own Country the Region of Promiſe, and 
themſelves the Ele of Gon. _ B 

One would think, that theſe were the Poferityof the 
Ten Tribes that were carry'd away Captives by Salma- 
zaſar King of Mria. And this was allo the Opini- 
on of that Wanderer, who told me, that both their 
Pentateuch was difterent trom yours, and the Language 
wherein it is written. For he ſaid it was rather a Dialect 
of Arabict, in which Language thou knoweſt Gop wrote 
the Ten Commandments on the two Tables: Among. 
which, one is, Thou Halt not Kill. This Prohihition, they 
lay, extends to all Living Creatures, tho your Doc- 
tors interpret it as only reaching to Men, and fo do 
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the Chriſtians. But the Muſſulmans interpret it thus, 
Thou ſhalt neither kill neither Man nor Beaſt without 
Reaſon. By which Clauſe, the Beaſts are privileg'd 
from the wanton Cruelty of Men, who otherwiſe would 
murther them only to make Sport ; yet wicked Men 


are not exempted from a violent Death, as a Puniſh- 
ment of their Crimes. 


This Traveller ſays alſo, that the People of that 
Country are ſo healthy, that they generally live till 
they are a hundred and twenty Vears old, which is 


almoſt twice the Age of other Mortals. This he aſ- 


cribes to their exquiſite Temperance and Moderation 
in all Things, as alſo to the Dryneſs of the Soil, and 
to the Force of certain Winds, which continually ſveer 
the Air of this deleftable 9 and purge it of al 
hurtful Qualities. | os 
If ever it be thy Fortune to ſee this Perſon, he wil 
acquaint thee with a great many more delightful Paſſa- 
ges, which it would be too tedious for me to inſert in a 


Letter; beſides, my Memory is treacherous,” and I of- 


ten forget thoſe Things at one time, which I remember 
at another: But if thou art ſollicitous to hear mare, I 
will oblige thee with all that I can call to mind of this 


Traveller in another Letter. 


3 
93 


In the mean time, make a right Uſe of theſe Hint, 
and weigh one Thing with another, examine all Things 
without Prejudice or Partiality. Truſt no Man's Rea- 


ſon but thy own in Matters of a diſputable Nature, 
'fince thou haſt as much Right to decide the Controver- 


ſy, as any Man. And thus thou wilt never became a 


0 e in Religion. 


Paris, 4th of the 1 1½ Moon, „ 
os Year 1666. FFF ; 


Vol. VI. a Spy at Pans; „ 


no? 0 he ET TM V. 


25 Mohammed. Hadgi, Dervich Eremick 
* Mount Uriel i in Arabi the Happy. 


81 Kl this is the laſt of my Hours in this- 


World, and the firſt of a new Life, which I 


ſhall commence in Immortality: I perceive, that the 
fatal Period, the Moment of Tranſmigration, et by 
Deſtiny,” is approaching. The Crafis of my Blood is 
diſſolving apace; my Spirit haſtens to get looſe from 


theſe mortal Chains: I feel my Soul trying and ſtretch- 


ing her Wings, preparing to take her eternal Flight to 
the Region aſſign'd her by Gop and Nature. 


J have not Preſumption enough to hope for Para 


diſe, nor am I ſo. abandoned to Deſpair, as to conclude - 


I ſhall go to Hell. I rather believe, Aaraf, or the 
Place of Priſons, will be my Portion; in regard I fear 


the Evils which I have been guilty of are not over-ba-- + 
lane d by my good Actions. *Tis-well if Virtue has 

.counterpois'd Vice in the Courſe of this mortal Life. 
However, I am reſign'd, and commit my ſelf to the 
Induſgent Creator of all Things, who will not fail to 
diſpoſe of me according to the Order which he has 


eſtabliſh'd in the Lui ver ſe. 

Methinks, were I even in Hell, I centdia not Beide 
praifing that Fountain of all Things. I wou'd teach the 
Devils and Damm d a new Leſſon of Patience and Con- 
tentedneſs, of Humility and Devotion, of Generoſity 


and Love, amidſt their tremendous Torments. I wou'd 


ſurvey with an indifference becoming a True Believer, 
the Horrid 4by/s, with all its dreadful Vaults and A- 


| partments. Lwou'd conſider the wonderful Archited- 


ture of thoſe Infernal Priſons, the inexpugnable Strength 
of the Walls; their prodigious Thickneſs and unmove- 
able. Faſtneſs; I would contemplate every Thing with 
ths. Ranſop-ef a Alas pher, and the Piety of a Mn//ul- 
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man, not giving my ſelf up to the Paſſions of a Fool, 
and an Inhdel. 

All this I imagine were eaſy to perform in thoſe fa- 
tal Caverns, and much more, but Gop knows how the 


Experience of ſuch an intolerable Anguiſh and Reſtraint, 
might alter a Man's Mind. 


However, I find it Medicinal to think of the laſt and 
worſt Things, to be always prepar'd for Death, and 
whatſover ſhall follow it? For, Surprizes are apt to un- 


man us, and plunder us of our Reaſon. I was in the 


Height of a violent Fever when I began this Letter; 
yet now 'tis abated, and I palpably feel the gentle 
Returns of Health and Life. This is owing in my 


Judgment, to the real Belief I had, that my laſt Hour 


was come, which I have fo long expected. And 1 
cou'd almoſt perſuade my ſelf, that I ſhall diſperſe a 
thouſand Maladies, recover out of the moſt dangerous 
Paroxy/ms, and prolong my Days to Old Age, by the 


meer Force of theſe Contemplations. 


My Faith in this Point is grounded on Experience : 
For I have often found, that to be arm'd againſt Cala- 


mities with an even Mind, is either a ſure Way to avoid 


them, or at leaſt to protract the Seaſon of their Arrival. 


And if there were nothing elſe in it, but the — 
*em more eaſy when they come, twere worth. any Man 
Pains to try the Experiment. 


Doubtleſs, there is no Terror in Death, but what 
the vain Opinion of Men creates. Tis as pleaſant for 
a thinking Man to die as to live, if it be only for this 
Reaſon, that in his Paſſage from the Life he had led be- 
fore, he ſhall not have bare naked Ideas for his Contem- 
plation-; but Matter of Fact, and the moſt i e e 
chat ever employ'd the Souls of Men. 

O admirable Sylv an, conſider with thy ſelf, whether 
it will not be highly grateful to thy languiſhing Soul, 
when thou ſhalt perceive demonſtratively, by the infal- 
lble Futhymema's of thy trembling Pulſe, that thou art 
Juſt ready to be releas'd from the deceitful Sophiſtry of 

man Life ! that thou art near eſcaping from a narrow 
Cage to be upon the Wing at large, to fly into the am- 

ple | 
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ple Fields of Beauty, Light, and- endleſs Happineſs 
eflect alſo at the ſame time, O holy Eremite, that I 


ſhou'd think it no Pain to be freed from my Confine- 


ment to a ſtinking Neſt of 1»fidels: 


But why ſhouldT give them that reproachful Epirhet, 


when for ought I know, I am a greater 7»fdel my ſelf > 


"Tis true, indeed, I am of the Lineage of Jbrahim, 


1/mael, and the Holy Race ; I bear in my Body - the 
Seals of a Divine League or Covenant between Gop- 


and Man; I was circumcifd in due Time, and gave 
ſupreme Glory to one Gop, and Honour to Mahomet- 
his Meſſenger. I pronounc'd the Sewer Myſterious Words, 
whoſe Sound excites the Harmony of the Spheres, ſets 


the Angels a dancing, puts all Nature into Motion, and 


makes the Devil as deaf as a Beetle. Nay, as our” 


Holy Doctors teach, the very Breath with which that 


ſacred Confeſſion is utter'd; blows the Aſhes of Hell 
into the Eyes of the Damm d, and. ſtrikes them blind 
Tas word,, T have faſted, prayed, given Alms, and: 
perform'd-all the external Duties of a True Believer ; 
yet I have reaſon to fear, that the beſt of my pious- 


Actions are not ſufficient to cancel my Sins, My Prac-- 
tice runs counter to my Faith; there feems to be #: 
double Spirit in me, one inclining me to Good, and 
the other forcing me to Evil. For, wWhilſt I really in- 


my Heart believe the Alcoran, and obey Mahomet, our 


Holy Laxwgiver, I am compell'd to deny both, to pro- 


fels the Life and Manners of a Nazarene, to Sounder ir; 


an Inffdel, and do a thouſand other ill Things, to pleaſe 
the Grand Signior and his Slaves. Thus I play faſt 
and tooſe with Gop Almighty, and turn Religion into 
Croſs Purpoſes. Vet Heaven knows, that I obteſt alt: 
the Elements to witneſs, that I would fain be innocent, 


and live in unblemiſh'd Virtue: But the fatal Neceili- 
ties I lie under, conſtrain me to a perpetual Courſe of 


Vice. Which makes me ſometimes cry out in the A- 
gonies of my Soul, O GOD! 7 pray thee, either to alter 
my Circumſtances, and reform my Nature, or make ac 


oo more eaſy to be kept. 


- 55 Venes- 
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- Venerable and Patient Solitary, bear with my impor- 
tunate Complaints; and remember, that tho thou art 
as an Angel for thy Perfections, yet Mabmut is but a 


Man, ſubject to a thouland Frailties, Pity him, = 


continue to afford him thy ſage Counſel ; reſt alſo aſſur'd 


that among all his Infirmities, he ſtill retains inviolable 


Affections, and 2 Regard for the Tenets of Na oD's 
Prophet. 


Pai, 224 of obs ad More, - 1 
F the Tear 1666. 


EETTERY 
7 the Kaimacham. 


HO U. Eats” report it to the Diwan for a Ce- | 
tainty, that Mirammud the Son of the Aeriph at 


* Salle, is taken Priſoner by the French. That bold 


Youth has long rov'd the Seas uncontrouPd ; has done 
many Injuries to the Chrifians, fill'd Sallee with Slaves : 
Now he himſelf is become a Captive. Such is the For- 
tune of War, by Sea and Land; to-day Triumphant 
and Victorious, to-morrow Vanquiſh'd and in Chains. 
Yet he loſt not his Honour with his Liberty, having 
bravely defended his Veſſel, and ſtrew'd the Decks with 
ſaughter'd French; till over-powered with Numbers, 
he was compell'd to yield. His Enemies extol his Cou- 
rage, and the Greatneſs of his Mind, which would not 
fink under the Preſſure of this Misfortune. He ſeem'd 
to have the Command of himſelf, (which. is the moſt 
glorious Victory) and ſufter'd not his Free-born Soul to 
de led Captive by his Paſſions ; but behav'd himſelf 
with ſuch an even Temper, as plac'd him above the 
Pity of his Enemies, and rather made him the Subject 
ef their Emulation. He is brought to the Court, where 
he is entertain'd as a Gueſt, rather than. as a Priſoner, : 


Being 
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Being invited to their Banquets, * Maſks, Plays, and 


other Divertiſements. Neither is he debarr'd the Pri- 


vilege of Hunting, which might give him the faireſt. 
Opportunity to eſeape. But he is ignorant of the Lan- 


guage of this Country ; and few of the French under- 


ſtand More/co : So that it is almoſt impoſlible for him 


: fo: make any Party, or conſult his Flight, unleſs the 
King's Interpreter ſhould aſſiſt him. Beſides, the French 
have a higher Opinion of his Generoſity, than to ap- 


prehend ſuch an ingrateful Return of the Royal Uſage | 


he finds in this Corr. 
As for Mahmut, he has not as yet made himſelf 


known to this brave Captive. But if the Miniſters of 
the Divan ſhall think it the Intereſt or Honour of the 


Sublime Porte to engage in this Affair, I want but a 
Commiſjion to ſet Mirammud ſafe aſhore in Af ich. 

I will not hazard any thing - in an Affair of this Im- 
portance, without an Order from my Superiore, When 


their Pleaſure is once known, the Execution ſhall; 
be ſwift. F wait for thy Commands, as for a Decree 


of Deſtiny, which cannot be repealed. 


The Gop of our Fathers, who multiply the See 7 


of pmael as the Graſs of the Field; and gave them the 
Sovereignty over many Nations, grant that the Sublime 
Porte, which is the Nurſery of the Faithful, may al- 


ways take ſuch Meaſures as ſhall advance the Intereſt of 


the Muſſulman Empire. 2 


Paris, 1475 of be 34 Moor, 
of the Tear 1 666, 
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* E T ＋ E. R VII. 
27 Hamel Muladdin, Xeriph of Salle. 


i "+ H Son is no * a Captive, but a Congue- 


ror : His firſt Appearance before the Ladies of 


this Court was an Equivalent to his Ranſom. He is 


lke to do thee greater Service-by his Chains, than when- 
He rang'd the Seas. His Beauty may do more Miſchief. 


in France than all thy Ships of War; ſince it hath 
already created ſuch Rivalſhips and Factions among the 
Fair Sex, as engages the French Gallants on many un- 


Happy Rencounters; and in a little Time it will be 


difficult for the intereſted Sparks, to meet and part with. 


unſheath'd Swords. Libels and Panegyricks divide the 


Studies of the Wits ; while one flatters, another lam- 


-poons the amorous \ $95 . and Mir ammud, the illa- 


Krious. Slave, is all the Talk, In a word, he finds 


Royal Uſage, having the Liberty of the Court; and 


all. are pleaſed with his graceful Deportment, and un- 


diſguiſed Converſation. Every one affects his Compa- 
ny, and he has the Fate of Princes, Newer to be alone. 
His Skill in Riding and throwing the Lance, has en- 
flam'd the noble Youth with martial Emulations. They 
eſteem: Mirammud the moſt accompliſ'd Perſon of this. 
Age. 

Can't thou now repine at thy Son's glorious Thral- 


dom? A Captivity that loads him with ſo. many Ho- 


nours ? That lays. his Conquerors at his Feet, and ſub- 
dues all Hearts to his matchleſs Perfections? His Fol-. 
65ers find F:iendſhip among the Inidels for his Sake: 
*T'were to be wiſh'd that equal Humanity were ſhew'd. 
to the- Chriſtian Slaves in Barbary. I tell thee, thy 
Son is ſo-admir'd and lov'd, that all thy Treaſure can- 

not redeem him. The French are generous, and ſcorn to 
tell the Brave for Gold. They will ſooner give thee 
thy Son again, expecting from his Gratitude a Recom- 
pence ſurpaſſing the Value. of. Money ;. that.is, an invi- 


mY 
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olable obſerving the Conditions of Peace, which,. they 
fay; thou haſt ſo often broke. Thy Ambaſſadors are 


expected here, to conſummate a laſting Friendſhip. 
When that is done, thou wilt quickly fee thy Son re- 
turn, attended by a numerous Train of French, who 
have vow'd to follow his Fortune through the World, 


fo. long as he draws not his Scymetar againſt their 
King. | {i N n 


I have diſpatch'd an Account of this Adventure to 
the Kaimacham, that ſo the ſablime Porte, which gives 


the Law to all the Kings on Earth, may intereſt itſelf 
on thy Behalf. The French ſeem to have a profound 
Attach to the Ottoman Empire: Whether it proceeds 
not more from Fear, and the Principles of Policy, than 


from any real Love to the Maſſulmans, I will not de- 


termine. They ſpeak reverently of the Grand Signion, 
covet his Friendſhip, and applaud the victorious Enter- 


prizes of the True Believers. Indeed they are naturally 
2 martial People, and honour all Men of brave Sprits 


and daring Reſolutions. They have this particular 
Reaſon alſo to bear Friendſhip to the Invincible Oſmans, 
becauſe we are almoſt continually in Wars with the 


Houſe of Auſtria, the old Enemy of France, The 


Germans are wont to ſay, That the Dragon's Head and 
Tail are in Conjunction, when the Turks and the French 
invade the Empire at the ſame Time. Theſe are num- 


ber'd amongſt the Conſtellations by Afrologors,to which 


the Germans allude in this Proverb; being ever jealous 
of ſome private Treaty between the Sullan and the 
C. 5 SET 

God, who is the Wiſeſt of the Wiſeſt, inſtruct thee to 
adjuſt thy Differences happily with this noble Nation, 


| that ſo thou may'ſt ſee thy Son again in Peace at Salla, 


Paris, 14h of the 34 Moon, | 
of the Tear 1666. 9 
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I. ET TE R VIE 


To Peſteli -Hali, bis Brother, Maſter of the 


Cuſtoms, at Conſtantinople. 


"TPON my Word, thy Letter came in a critical- 
| Hour, to prevent, for ought I know, more Mi- 
Chief than could have been repair'd again all the Days 
of my Life. I have but juſt taken my Eyes off from 


it, and ſet Pen to Paper, to expreſs my Thanks to thee 
for the Care thou. tak'ſt of thy exil'd-Brother ; for the 


Poſt goes this Night, and I have appointed to meet E- 
achim the Few with ſome Armenians within theſe 
few Minutes. It had been an unfortunate Meeting for 


me, had not thy Diſpatch come ſo .opportunely to give 
me Warning of our Couſin Sohman's Perfidy : For theſe 


Farr'd Caps are his Spies and Confidents. The back 


Blows of Tagot, Negidher,and the Great Devil be upon 


him and them. What have I done to that ungrateful 
Villain, to merit ſuch ill Offices from him? But upon 


. thee be the Mercies of Gop, the Favours of his. Pro- 


phet, and the Benedictions of all good Men and Angels: 
For thou art to me as one of the Watchers above, more 
than a Brother: Thou art the Tutelar Genius of my 


Life, my good Demon in Time of Danger. 


We had deſign'd this Evening for a private Banquet 
of Wine, which, thou knoweſt, dilates the Hearts of. 
Mortals, unlocks Secrets, and makes the moſt reſerv'd 
Man in the World too talkative and open. 1 
I keep as great Guard upon my Tongue, perhaps, 
as another; but Gop knows how far I might have been 
tempted by ſuch good Company, to let it looſe for the 
Sake of Diſcourſe : For theſe Fellows are ſoft as the 
Air in their Addreſs and Converſation ;. they appear as 
innocent as Santones, fincere as Hadgi's, loyal and 
courtly as the Pages of the SeraiP. They would 
wheedle ninety nine of Argus's Eyes out of his Head ſuc- 
ceſſively, before he miſſed.one.. , 8 
En | e They 
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They came firſt to Paris as Merchants; and no doubt 
but So/yman had given em Inſtructions how to inſinuate 

into Eliachim's Acquaintance, and ſo by Degrees into 

mine. For that honeſt Few trades with People of all 

Nations and Characters. 

_ However it be, I remember the very Words which 
thou inſerted*ſt in thy Letter, were ſpoken by me in 
Company with theſe Infadels. But I ſhall find a Way to 
be even with them, ond Solyman too, before oy 1 
dream of it. 

In the mean time, 1 pray heartily, that if ever i 
ſhall be thy Misfortune to be in the like Peril; Deſtiny 
or Chance, Providence or Fate, may raiſe ſome Friend 

to give thee a Caution, and that thou may'ſt not, with 

the unhappy Cæſar, neglect to read it in time. . 

3 I'm now going. to encounter theſe Gigſers ; perhaps 


5 Tſhall catch em in their own Snares. It not, Dll ſe- 
„ cure they ſnall not catch me. a 

. Dear Peſteli, may thy Soul repals under, the Protec- 
L tion of Go. | 

1 ; 

3 Pari, iff of the 5th Moon, 

- 6 the Tear 18 

; , LE T TER IX. 

f. 70 Denet Qalou. 

d » 


8 ſhould I complain i in my Adverkiy, but 
„ | to my Friend? I have been more embarraſs'd 
n within theſe two Moons, than through all the former 
2 Courſe of my Life. Troubles of divers Kinds throng, 
e in upon me. I ſeem like a Butt or Mark, whereat 
18 every Species of Misfartune, like a fkiltul Archer, di- 
d rects the fatal Arrows of its Malice. I am near over- 
d whelm'd with Calamities. Heaven and Earth are ſet 
B againſt me, and all the Elements conſpire my Ruin. 

et no Perſecution appears. ſo terrible as that of Men, 

nok 
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nor any Afffiction ſo poignant as that which proceeds 
from the Ingratitude and Perſdy of my on Conticty' 
men, Perſons related to me by Blood. 
| and. eh Giclee Ste e vd me to my Bet 
fr a conſiderable Time, which is no ſmall Alloy to 
human Happineſs. But to render me e perfectly fra 
ble, the Miniſters of the Porte are angry with me for 
being old and infirm, and for not continuimg! to ferve 
the Grand Signior with the ſame Vigour ard; Strength 
as formerly: Elſe what mean the frequent Reproaches 
they ſend me, whilſt I am not in a Condition to antwer 
them, or make an Apology for my ſelf? Would they 
have me immortal, and Proof againſt the Strokes of 
Deſtiny and Death, which thou know are unavoid- 
able? When I was in my Prime, healthy and ſtrong as 
an Eagle, they encouraged me with the faireft Promiſes 
in the World, telling me I ſhould never want for Mo- 
ney, or the Protection of the Grand Signior. Vet even 
then I receivd not my Penſion. without Murmurs and 
obſcure Menaces. So hard a Thing is it for Courtiers 
to be touch'd with any Man's Neceſſities. But now 
they threaten plainly to ſtop all farther Supplies, unleſs 
J will grow young again, and de Buſmefs as briſkly as 
when I'd number'd but thirty” Summers. Thus they 
ſerve poor Mabmut, "as We uſe Oranges and Lemons, 
whoſe vital Spirit when we have ſock d out, we throw 
the reſt away as unprofitable. Vet not one of them will 
contribute in the leaſt to my Recovery. Only the ge- 
nerous Cara Halt, our beloved Friend, hearing of my 
Malady, ſent me a ſtrange chymical Liquor, with the 
celebrated Confe#ion El Razz, ſome Bezoar, and the 
moſt precious Balm of Gi/ead ; all prepar'd to my 
Hand, with Directions, and foal'® wich an authentick 
85 et. 5 + 4 72 . 
I bk i indeed had'a e Spelsfon me, T 
tried them but Yeſterday, and find my ſelf ſutldenly 
reſtor'd to ſome Degrees of Health, as by a Miracle. 
Whether it be the vaſt Eſteem I have for 'that excellent: 
Bhyſician, with the Confidence J repoſe in his Sill And 
Judgment, has had. ſome Influence on me, or * : 
* 


„ — oat eh 5 


K. 
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elſe I know not; (yet we uſe to obſerve, that the Pa- 
tient's good Opinion of his Phyſician is half a Cure :) 
However, theſe ſovereign Medicines have inſpired me- 
with anew Energy: And had I not other Afffictions to 
break my Heart, I could almoſt promiſe my ſelf to 
reach the Age of Neftor. But my unfortunate Stars 
will have it otherwiſe, and Fam reſign'd to Deſtiny. 
Thou know'ft my Couſin Sohman the Turbant: Maker, 
and art no Stranger to his Humours and Fortune; what 
an unſettled Man he has been in the whole Courſe of 
his Life; that no Employment could ever pleaſe him, 
nor he be long fix d in any Place. How he has ram- 
bled from C onflantinople to Scutari, from thence to 
Chalcedon, &c. always murmuring againſt Heaven, 


and complaining of his hard Fate, in that he was not 


bred a Courtier, a Student, a Soldier, or any Thing 
but what he really is. Thou art acquainted alſo with 


| ſome of his religious Caprices, how he is addicted to 
doing the Book, making the tripple Knot, and to a 


thouſand other fooliſh Superſtitions 3 by which, whilft 
he aſpires at the Character of a Sage, or a cunning 
Man, he renders himſelf more contemptible than an 
Idiot; forfeiting the Eſteem of all wiſe and good Men, 
for the Sake of a little Fame and noiſy Chara ter among 
the empty, giddy Multitude. 

But a6 all, I believe thou art wholly a Stranger to 
his ſecret Malice, and the Rancour with which he per- 
u me, his poor exil'd Uncle. I my felf was de- 

eiv*d by the ſubtle Apology he made ſome Years: ago, 


- for the Slanders his Tongue had utter'd; when he 


transferr'd all the Guilt of that Injury on Shaſhim, 
Jabam, the Black Eunuch, and Lbingi Cap Oglani, 
Maſter of the Pages. But now I'm convinc'd he is a 
Traytor, a Villain, and a Fellow void of Faith and 
Honeſty. 

I receiv'd a Letter from him le theſe Sv Days, 
full of tender and inſinuating Expreſſions, thanking me 
for all the good Offices I had done him, and for my 
ſeaſonable Counſel in ſeveral Caſes: Profeſſing alſo at 
the lame time an inviolable TO and 1 
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would make it his Study to do me ſome effectual Ser- 
vice. Yet the next Poſt brought me a Diſpatch from 
my Brother Peſfeli Hali. wherein he bids me beware of 


Solyman ; aſſuring me, that he had good Reaſon to ſuſ- 
pe& that Couſin of mine had — ill Deſign upon me. 


This is certain, ſays my Brother, Solymart boaſts to his 


Familiars, not without ſome Inſult, that there is not a 


Word or. Action eſcapes his Uncle Mahmut at Paris, 


but he is ſoon inform'd of it at Conflantinople. And 
that which confirms me in the ſame Jealouſy that Pe- 


feeli, is, That he inſerts in his Letter to me, ſome Paſ- 


ſages and Diſcourſes Verbatim, which I muſt needs own 
to have been between me and Eliachim the Fez, with 


two or three Armenian Merchants, in our moſt private 


Meetings at Eliachim's Houſe or my Chamber. Thele 
he learnt from ſome of Sehman s moſt intimate Oompa- 
nions. 

What can I male of alt this, but that theſe Aran 
zians are of Sohman's Council, his Privado's, his Chro- 
nel's, &c. whom, having Buſine of their own at 
Paris, that perfidious Wretch has engaged ta pry into 
my Secrets, to give him a conſtant Account of what 
Diſcoveries they make, and if poſſible to trepan me 
into ſome irrecoverable Error in my Conduct, that ſo 
he may ſinally ruin me. 

O Mahomet ! What is 3 of the Reverence due 
to thy facred Name, to thy Law, and to the Book 
penn'd in Heaven? Where is the Muſſulman Faith and 
Integrity ® The religious Faſtneſs of Friendſhip, with 


which our Fathers propp'd up one another in the Service 
of God and the Empire of True Believers ? But there 


is no need of exclaiming againſt Faith and Piety on this 


Account : Human Nature itſelf is reſponſible for the- 


Baſeneſs and Ingratitude of my Kinſman. He no longer 


deſerves the Character of a Man. I adviſe thee to ſhun 


his Company as a Peſt, a walking Contagion among 
Mortals. 


In a word, dear  Dgnet, let not thou and 1 luffer our 
ſelves to be be carried away by a vain Pity or Tender- 
neſs. for any Man, tho' he be the Son of a Mother's 


Siſter, : 
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Siſter, ſince there is no truſt in Fleſh and Blood: But 
let us learn the Maxims of French Wiſdom, which 
teach Men to lay the Foundation of their own pak 


neſs, in ſmiling at * ene of others. 


Paris, 14th of the 675 Moon, i ” 
1? of the Jour, 1666. | | | 


LETTER . 


2 Flayjier, Reis Effendi, Principal Secre- 
| tary the Otroman ERA // ͥͤ > 152 


Bre the general Characters of Countries and 
the People inhabiting there, it is neceſſary for thee 
to be informed of particular Emergencies, and ſuch 
Events as deſerve a Place in the Eternal Records of the 


Ottoman Monarchy, the Fifth and Laſt in the World. 


That ſo the Miniſters of the Auguſt Divan, the deſtin'd 
Arbitrators of the Univerſe, Fudges of all Human Af- 


| fairs, and Counſellors of the Great Sultan, may in the 


ſacred Code, as in a Mirror, behold whatever happens in 
the diſtant Climates worthy of Remark. : | 

After the Salutations, therefore, proceeding from 
profound Humility, entire Reſpect, and perfect Friend- 

ip, know that a devouring Peſtilence has lately made 
a fatal Decimation in the Faglicb Territories, eſpecially 
in London, the Capital City of that Hand; where 


above a Hundred thouſand Souls, ſtruck with Invincible 


Darts from God, went off the Stage of Human Life, 
in leſs than Six Moons Revolution. 
The dire Contagion by Degrees ſpread farther through 


* the adjacent Provinces, and reach'd the moſt remote and 


ſolitary Corners of the Land: Death ſet his Standard 
up, proclaiming open War againſt the Inhabitants ; 
with flying Troops of Mortal Plagues, he ravag'd over 
the 15 filling all Parts with doleful Cries and Lamenta- 


tions 
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tions: The 0 emeteries were not large enough to hold 
the Carcaſſes of ſuch as fell beſore the dreadful Con- 
gueror : But open Fields were turn'd to Sepulebres, and 
cramm'd with Spoils of Human Race: And univerſal 
Deſolation reign'd : Death celebrated cruel ,Triamplis 
every where. 

Such as pretend to Afrobgy PR hidden Sciences, will 
have this to be an Effect of an late Comet which appear'd 
at the End of the Year, 1664, whilſt others attribute it 
to nearer Natural Cauſes ; ; and ſome conclude it is a 
Judgment ſent. from Heaven on that Rebeltious People, 
who a few Years. before had involv'd the Nation in a 
Civil War, and barbarouſly maffacred the King. God 
only knows the Truth that is conceal'd from Man. 

Thou may'ſt regiſter alſo, That the Dueen-Mother or 
France is newly dead, and the Crook-back'd Prince of 
Conti, On which Account, this Court is now” in 
Mourning, and the Churches Hung with Black, whilſt 
melancholy Bells perpetually invite the Living to pray 
for the deceaſed Royal Souls; and deep- baſo d. Organ 
Pipes breathe our inceſſant doleful Aſpirations, ſounding 
like inarticulate Prayers, and funeral Sighs for the De- 
parted. In this the Nazarencs approach near to the 
Faith of True Believers. They give Alms alſo, as we 
do, and ſettle Stipends on certain Prieſts and Derviſes, 
to mumble over daily Maſſes for the Dead; which is 
an evident Sign, that they have Hopes of Immertality, 
and look for the Reſurrection. Doubtleſs, there's 
ſomething Good at the Bottom of all Religions tho” it 
be over-laid with Errors and Corruptions. 

God direct us through the Meapders, Which tote 
F railty involves us in; and grant every Mu/ulman a 
particular Chart and Com paſs, whereby to fteer his 
Courſe through the uncertain Tracts of mortal Life; 
that he may at laſt arrive in Paradiſe. - For we ſhall 
never find the Way thither by General Rules. 

„ IIluſtrious Hamer, I pray that thou and I N at 2 
deſtin'd Hour encounter one another in the Walks of 
Baut there to converſe under immortal Shades near to 


ſome 
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ſome warbling Stream of matchleſs Wine or Water; to 


revolve our paſt Fatigues on Earth, and to careſs our 
ſelves in the Security of endleſs Bliſs. 


L „ L nn Py . 
7 "He de . 3 * * - _ 


Paris, 15th of the 7th Moan, 


4 of the Year 1666. 
1 ICE PER 8 
4 
ö LETTER XI. 
a 
1 2 0 Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 
a 
d HOU and thy feigned Meſfias be damn'd toge 
£ ther for Company; Muſt I be baulk'd of my 
_ Money for the Sake of your new Superſtition ? How 
of many Meſſias's have ye had, Twenty Five at leaſt, be- 
in ſides the Son of Mary, who is acknowledg'd and bleſs'd 
iſt for ever? Muſt all the World be bubbled to Eternity 
47 by the Fables of your Nation? Curle upon your Rab-. 
1 bies and Cochams, thoſe Pimps to the more religious 
Ng. Debaucheries of Mortals. Nathan, I took thee for 
e> another Manner of Man. However, if thou art a 
he ſworn Servant to Sabbati Sevi the new Sham-King of 
We the Fews, I have nothing to ſay to it: Do as thou 
es, wilt. But, I dare be a Prophet ſo far as to tell thee, 
18 thou wilt be curſedly left in the Lurch, with the reſt of 
Oy the Fools, thy bigotted Brethren. Let what will be, it 
res behoves thee as an honeſt Man to tranſmit the Bills that 
it are entruſted to thee. Whether Sabatti Sevi, Ben 
9 Foſeph, or Ben David be the Name of your expected 
aan Meſſtias, I would not have Ben Saddi degenerate. Con- 
* a tinue thou Faithful, and the Few others that are entruſt- 
his ed with the Sublime Afﬀairs :, and let all the reſt of the 
fe 3 Common Fes 20 | to Cebenna, or to the Vale of Tophet, | 
hall which you pleaſe. * But I would fain have thee in the 
225 Number of the Righteous, who ſhall poſſeſs Paradiſe. 
at 2 Some of thy Letters have encourag 'd me to hope for 
s of this, but 85 laſt makes me almoſt deſpair of ſeeing thee 
The "Hy either in This World or the Next: For thou 
me 


writeſt 


_— 
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writeſt like one in a Frenzy, raving on Chimera's. of 
ſtrange Honour, Glory, and Power, which thou ſhalt 
ſhortly enjoy in the Kingdom of thy fantaſtick Maſtias; 
thou art already a Prince in thy own Conceit. | WE. 

For God's fake, Nathan, wean thy ſelf from theſe 
religious Fondneſſes: Awaken thy Reaſon, which is 
the diſtinguiſhing Character a of Man. Examine the 
Grounds of this new Deluſion ; ſearch into the Birth 
and Origin of Sabbati Sewi, od thou wilt -find him to 
deſcend of an'obſcure and baſe Parentage ; his Father 
being but a Kind of mungrel- Fexv, and by Profeſſion 
an Uſurer, which is forbid by the written Law of Moſes, 
and in the Great Alcoran it is accounted Execrable: His 
Mother a Woman of the Cards, ſuſpected fora Witch, 
in regard moſt of that Infidel Nation practiſe Magick | 
Arts, and Diabolical Charms. And 'tis not altogether 
' Improbable, that your counterfeit Meſſias was educated 
privately by her in the ſame Studies, whence he learn'd 
the Methods of Enchatftments and Illuſions, to deceive 

the Senſes, and impoſe on the Reaſon of Mankind. 

I can tell thee of a Truth, that there are more Eyes 
on him and his Actions than he is aware of; and I my 
 felf at this Diſtance: have receiv'd a particular Relation 

of his Lite, from fuch as knew him a Youth at Smyrna, 
the Place of his Nativity. He is accus'd of many 
Vices and Extravagances during his early Years. His 
Converſation was wild and diſſolute, being a noted Ina- 

. miorato or Stallion over all that 27 4 For which, and } 
ſome other Crimes, he was expell'd the Synagogue, and 
baniſh'd from Smyrna, by the mutual 28 of the 
Muſſulman Cadi, and your own Rulers. He was alſo 
excommunicated by the Rabbis as a Heretick, for 
broaching certain Doctrines repugnant to your Law, 
and the general Faith, of the Fes. All which can- 
not but be prevailing Recom mendations of him to the 
Office of Mz:/Fas or King of J/rac!. 4g 
From thence he rambled up and down the Morea and 
other Provinces of Greece, leaving a Memorial of In- 
famy, wherever he ſet his Foot; continually marrying 
and divorcing of Wives, debauching of Virgins, and 
ENT | trequent- 
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frequenting the Company of Harlots, till thoſe Coun- 


tfies grew weary of him, and threatned to chaſtiſe his 


Wickedneſs. Then he paſs'd over into Syria and Pale- 


ſtine, beginning to ſet up for a Reformer of your Law, 
and at Feruſalem openly profeſſing himſelf to be a 
Meſſias, whereby he drew a Rabble of Lunaticks and 
frantick People after him. But as for the Seniors and 


Sovernors, they have rejected him as an Impoſtor. 


Conſider, Nathan, the Fate that befel Ben Cochab, 
as he call'd himſelf, that is, the Son of a Star, who 
pretended to be the Meſſias in the Days of Adrian, Em- 
peror of the Romans; refle& on the Calamities which 


overwhelm'd him and his Followers, to the Number of 


Four Hundred Thouſand Fewss ; who all fell with their 
Falſe Prophet, Sacrifices to the juſt Revenge and Fury 


of that incens'd Monarch: For they had impudently 


boaſted, that by ſuch a prefix'd Time, he ſhould be 
taken Captive and depos d from his Throne by the 


Meſſias, who ſhould aſſume the Imperial Dignity and 


all the World ſhould obey him. But when thoſe who 
ſurviv'd the Slaughter of their Brethren, reflected on the 
Author of ſo tragical a Cataſtrophe, they chang'd his 


Name in Contempt and Hatred, calling him no longer 


Ben Cochab, the Son of a Star, but Bar Cuziba, the 
Son of a Lye, a Falſe Prophet, and Seducer of the 
Brethren. TOLD? | 8 | 
Thou haſt all the Reaſon in the World, to have no 
better Opinion of Sabbati Sews, ſince he is rejected by 
the wiler Sort of Fews, and has not perform'd one 


Miracle in Confirmation of his pretended Meſliasſhip. 


Neither has any uncommon or preternatural Appearance. 
happen'd before or . fince he aſſum'd this Dignity. 
Whereas all your Rabbies teach, that no leſs than Ten 
Eminent and Remarkable Prodigies ſhall precede the 
Coming of your Meſſias. And J remember thou thy 
ſelf about Ten Years ago ſenteſt me a Letter much to 
the ſame Effect, telling me, that certain monſtrous Sorts 
of Men ſhould come from the Ends of the Earth, 
whoſe Eyes ſhall be as venemous as Baſilishi, with a 
great many other Stories of like Nature. | 13 
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_ Haft thou forgot this, Nathan, or art thou fo far in- 
fatuated with the bold Impoſtures of thisimpudent De- 
ceiver, as for his Sake,to deny thy former Faith, reverſe 
thy own Sentiments, and diſannul the Traditions of thy 
Doctors? For Shame rouze up thy intellectual Facul- 
ties, and ſuffer not thy Reaſon to be lull'd aſleep by the 
preſtigious Umbrages and Charms of a lewd Vagrant, a 
Wizard, a Cheat. | lt 4, 4 i] 

Have but Patience, at leaſt, till thou fee thoſe Signs 


accompliſh'd which are to uſher in your Meſſias, before 


thou give up thy ſelf to ſo dangerous a Credulity. Let 
the Sun firſt emit thoſe peſtilential Vapours, which ſhall 


kill a Million of the Koprim, or Infidels, every Day, as 


your Traditions threaten. Let that Luminary be alſo 
totally eclips'd for the Space of Thirty Days. In a 
word, let all the other Prodigies come to paſs, which 
thou thy ſelf didſt once fo paſſionately believe: And 
then TI promiſe thee, on the Word of a Mu//ulman, that 
J will be thy Pre/elyze, and embrace thy Law, and 
adore thy Meſſias; on Condition, that otherwiſe thou 
wilt be my Convert, believe the Alcoran, and obey the 
Meſſenger of Goa, the Lalit and Seal of the Prophets. 


| Paris, 11th of the gib Meon, 


of the Year 1666. 


— * 


LETTER XXII. 
7 the Kaimacham. 


Am afraid the Divan will be oblig d to ſend another 

Agent to Vienna, to ſupply the Place of Nathan Ben 
Saddi, who is running mad after the new Meſſias of the 
Fews. There is no doubt but thou and the other Hap- 
Py Miniſters, reſiding at the auguſt Porte have heard of 
a certain Inpoſtor at Smyrna, by Name Sabbati Sevi, of 
Hebrew Race, who calls himſelf the Only begotten Son 
e 


« 
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Multitudes of doting credulous Fewws he draws: after 
him. So that there is a Schiſ broke out between them, 
and they are divided into Two contrary Factions, both 
in Smyrna, and all over the Levant. It is impoſſible 
that theſe Things ſhould be concealed from the Re/p/en- 
dent Seat of Fame, ſince they have reach'd even our 
Ears who dwell at this Diſtance : Nay, there 1s hardly a 
Province or City in all the Fe/?, which has not recenv'd 
Intelligence of ſo remarkablea Novelty. 


I have receiv'd a Diſpatch from Zeidi Amani at 


Reon: wherein he informs me, that all the Ferws of 
Haly are preparing to viſit the Holy Land, and to ſee 
the Face of theiriong expected Meſſias, who they now 


believe is really come on Earth, and is that Sat 


Sevi, at Smyrna. They are ſettling their Aﬀairs as 


faſt as they can, acquitting themſelves from all worldly 
Engagements; and thoſe who are devout, give them- 


ſelves up to Prayer and Mortifications; whilſt others 
ſpend their Time in Feaſting, Dancing, and all Manner 


of Mirth. He ſays, ſome of them will fit or ſtand up 


to the Noſe in Water, for Four and Twenty Hours to- 
gether. And this they do in Imitation of Adam's Pe- 


nance, according to their Tradition: For they are taught, 


that the Fir/? Father of Mortals after he was baniſh'd 


from Paradi/e, as a Puniſhment for his Sin, ſtood a 


Hundred and Thirty Years. together in Water thus 
reaching to his Noftrils. 
Others of theſe ſuperſtitious People, will fit naked 


many Hours together on a Heap of P:i/mires, till 


they re almoſt Rung to Death. A "third Sort dig their 
own Graves, and going down into- them, cauſe them- 
ſelves to be covered all over. with Earth, except only 


their Faces ; and in this Condition they will lie till they 


are al moſt famiſh'd: 


In the mean while, they ſend circular Letters from 
all Parts, congratulating each others approaching Hap- 
pineſs and Deliverance from the Oppreſſion of the 


Gentiles : For ſo they term all that are not of their own 
Nation. And in theſe mutual. Addreſſes, they fail not 
to propheſy, That their Meſſias mall in ſuch a Moon, 
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go to the Great Tyrant, King of the 1/maclites, am 
Lord of all the Chiluren of Moab and Edom; (fo they 
blaſpheme our glorious Suitan) That he ſhall depols 
bim from his Throne, and lead him away Captive ; 
after which he ſhall have the Dominions of the whole 


Earth laid at his Feet. 


With ſuch Kind of wild Stuff; do theſe deluded 
People flatter one another and themſelves, as if in a 
little time they were to be Lords of all Things. So that 


no Trading or Commerce goes forward among them; 


an univerſal Stop is put to all Buſineſs, it, being eſteemed 

an inexpiable Sin, to follow their Trades in the Days 

of the Mefas, who is to enrich them with the Wealth | 
of all Nations. 


Strange Rumors are ſpread . of the Return of 


the Ten Tribes over the River Sabbation, who were car- 


_ ried away Captives by Salmanaſſar King of Mria, and 


never were heard of ſince, till they now diſcourſe of 
their being encamp'd in the De/art of Mount Sinai, in 
their March to the :Hely Land. Tis reported alſo, that 
a mighty. Fleet of Ships were ſeen. at Sea, whoſe Sails 
were of Sattin, and their Streamers bore the Figure of 


a Lion, with this Inſcription, The Lion of the Tribe of 


Judah. 

The: Chriſtians ſeem aftoniſh'd at theſe Things, yet 
ſome look on em only as Dreams. As for honeſt Eli- 
achim here, he is no more mov'd. at theſe Things than 


I; only he laughs at the Folly of the credulous World, 


and curſes the Jerus for bringing ſuch Contempt on 


themſelves and their Poſterity. But Nathan is like one 
Hag: ridden, or defil'd by the Lamiæ of the Night. He 
has loſt all Reaſon, Kay *twill be no leſs than a Miracle 
that muſt reſtore it again. 


Sage Miniſter, whilſt theſe execrable People thus 
loſe themſelves for the Sake of their counterfvit Meffias, 


Jet us continue to honour the true One, even Feſus the 


Son of Mary, who. is now in Paras * and our n 
Prophet with him. 


| Parts, I/t of the gth Moon, 


2 the Year 1666, 


r. 
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L E T 8 4 E R XIII. 
2⁰ Murat Baſſa. 


HIS has deen a conſiderable Vear of Actions and 

Events. At the Beginning of it, 1 ſent to the 
Por te an Account of the Death of the Queen Mother of 
France, and of the Prince of Conti; now I will farther 
inform thee of a Yar that is broke out between this 
Crown and that of England. The Occaſion of it was 
this: The Engliſh and the Hollanders trafficking in A. 
merica, had bad ſome Miſunderſtandings and Feuds 
about the Limits of their ſeveral Conqueſts in thoſe re- 
mote Parts of the World. The Hollanders being the 
ſtrongeſt, did many Injuries to their Neighbours the 
Engliſb, and domineer'd over them as their Lords. The 


Englicb reſenting this very heinouſly, and grown weary 


of their Oppreſſions, ſent Complaints to their King. He 
to redreſs his Subjects, order d his Reſidentat the Hagus 
to demand Satisfaction of the States. They refuſed ta 
him that Juſtice ; upon which, he was reſolved ta 
have Recourſe to his Arms, and accordingly proclaim'd 
War againſt Holland, making all neceſſary Preparations 
to carry it on. The ſame did his Adverſaries. The 
French King in the mean time was oblig'd by a Treaty 
with the Hollanders concluded in the Year 1662, ta 
eſpouſe their Quarrels; yet that he WER not break 
With England raſhly, he firſt ſent an Ambaſſador to that 
Court to mediate a Peace. But that proving ineffectual, 
he proclaim'd War againſt that Nation, and command- 
ed the Engli/h Ambaſſador to depart his Kingdom. The 
Duke of Beaufort, who is Admiral at Sea, was order 4 
to equip a gallant Fleet, and join the - Dutch Nawy 
which he perform'd with all imaginable Diligence ma 
Expedition. There have been two Combats between 


theſe Enemies at Sea, and in both the Dutch had the 


worſt of it. Neither did the French eſcape without ſome 
Loſs, having two of their greateſt Ships e ſhat- 
ter d, and a third taken by the Engliſb. 

L 2 The 
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The Plague ſtill rages in England, and has almoſt de- 


populated whole Provinces. Whilſt a milder Death has 
robb'd France of one of her greateſt Heroes: The Count 


Harcourt, of whom I have often made mention, is 


gone to celebrate the Triumphs due to his Valour and 


Fortune in another World. 


The Emperor of Germany has at laſt married the In- 


Fanta of Spain, after abundance of Demurs and Hefita- 
tions about that Buſineſs. Theſe Nazarenes can do 


nothing with Expedition. The ſpiritual Courts, as they 


call them, have more Tricks. and cramp Words to 


amuſe People with, than an Indian Mountebank or 
aus Neither are ſovereign Princes more exempt 
om their Juriſdiction, than the meaneſt of their Sub- 


ets : Eſpecially the Court of Rome can make or an- 
nul Marriages at Pleaſure. And they are ſure to be 
excommunicated who refuſe to ſubmit to their Orders, 
This Holy Court can.allo bind or releaſe Sins, open or 
ſhut the Gates of Paradiſe, make a Devil a Saint, or a 
Saint a Devil. In a Word, they can do every thing if 
there be Gold in the Caſe. But if that be wanting, 
they can do nothing but ſhrug their Shoulders. 
Thou may'ſt alſo inform the Diuan, that the French 
King has given Permiſſion to ſome. of. his Subjects to 
| undertake A Conqueſt i in America, and eſtabliſſi a Com- 
merce in that Part of the World. Many Veſſels are 
equipped i in order to this Expedition, and they that are 


concerned in the Voyage, are as merry as Faſan and 


his Argonauts, when they were preparing to fetch the 
Golden Fleece from Colchos, That Weſtern” Continent 
affo ds immenſe Riches, and tempts all the 'Nazions in 
Europe to make an Experiment of their Fortune, in 
ining one Part of it or other. Twere to be wiſh'd'it 
55 £3 nearer to the Ottoman Empire. No Record can 
diſcover the Origin of the Inhabitants, Vet moſt Au- 
thats eonjecture, that they paſs d over from the North- 
Eaft Parts of Afia, where the Streights of | Axjan are 
very narrow, and would invite Sea-faring Men ta feel 
new. Adventures. - Beſides, by their being Canibals, it 


__ s very pr n That either they * from 


the 
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the Tartars, or the Tartars from them: God alone 
knows how to adjuſt the Differences, and reveal the 


Secrets of Hiſtory. 
Brave Baſſu, tis no Matter from what Stock we are 


deſcended, ſo long as we have Virtue ; for that alone is 


the only true N obility. God 9 thee with his Pa. 
yours. oy | 


Paris, 307% 7 the 9th Moon, 
27 the Near 1666. 1 
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LETTER XV. 


To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of the 
_ Cuſtoms, and Superintendant of lie Ar- 
ſenal at eee 


WIA E N H hear of thy Proſperity, my Heart is 
dilated like his who ak found hidden Wealth, 


Yet I am ſorry for the Diſgrace of the good Old Man, 
thy Predeceflor : But we muſt not cenſure the Conduct 
of our Superiors. The Juſtice of their Actions is not to 
be call'd in Queſtion. The Suliùn cannot err. This 
is an eſtabliſh'd Maxim in all Monarchies, eu in 
that of the renowned Oſinans. 


As for what relates to thee in this new Advance thou 


haſt made; thy own Experience acquir'd by many 


Years Travel andObſervation in foreign Countries added 


to the Knowledge thou haſt in the Laws, Diſcipline, 


and Cuſtoms of thy own, will be a ſufficient Guide to 
conduct thee in the Management of thy Buſineſs. . Vet 
deſpiſe not the Counſel of others. A Man is never 
nearer to Ruin, than when he truſtstoo much to his owWn 
Wiſdom. Therefore the greateſt Emperors undertake 
nothing of Moment raſhly or without Advice. Teme- 
rity often blaſts the faireſt Deſigns. 

It will be of particular Import to thee, to hear of a 


2 Event that has lately E to Reras a great 
L 


3 City. 


R 
. 
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City in Rufſi za, by the Blowing up of the Magazine. 


This Gunpowder does more Miſchief than Good in the 
World. The Ancients fought as ſucceſsfully with Bows 
and Arrows, - Swords and Spears, other Inſtruments 
of War, without running, the Hazard of blowing ap 
whole Cities into the Air in Time of Peace. And 
they could undermine the ſtrongeſt Caſtles, even thoſe 
fituated on Rocks, without the Help of this infernal 
Duſt. Nature taught 'em to be induſtrious in defeating - 
their Enemies, and they ſpared no Labour to gain the 
Victory. Our Fore-fathers were hardy and ffrong, 
patient of Toils and Fatigues : They cut their Way in- 
to Mountains of Stone, if any Place of Strength were 
built on it, which they had Occaſion to beſiege. And 
as they hew'd away that Part of the Rock which ſup- 
ported the Walls, they undzr-propp'd the Foundation 
with wooden Pillars: And when they had fin- bd 
their Mines, they ſet Fire to certain combuſtible Matter, 
which conſuming theſe Supports, the Walls and Gates 
that reſted on them ſunk down and left: che Fortreſs 
naked and open to the Beſtegers. | 

It had been well for the Inhabitants. of n if 
their City had been only thus gently diſmantled, by ſome 
Enemy againſt whom they might have afterwards em- 
ploy'd their Courage to defend themſelves, or make 
Compoſition. But, poor unfortunate People, they 
have felt a ruder Shock and an unmerciful Blow of 
Fate, their City being in a Minute's Time, without the 
leaſt Warning, ſtormed, plundered, and laid in ape 


by an Enemy which gives no Quarter. 


This Accident bappen'd on the 1 5th. of the laſt 5 
Moon, about the Hour of Nanamiſi. There were 
five hundred Barrels of Powder in the Magazine; and 
the Force of the Blow was ſo violent, that beſides 
the Deſtruction of the City, or at leaſt the beſt Part 
of it, all the neighbouring Villages round about it felt 
its fatal Effects, ſome of their Houſes Ong as in an; 
. others bet to Pieces. 


* 


— 
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Aſſuredly, Heaven is angry with theſe Infidels, and 
turns the very Inſtruments of their Defence and Safety. 
into Scourges for their Chaſtiſement. I formerly 
ſent Saleb the Superintendant an Account of the like 
Misfortune that befeb the City of Grawelines in Flanders 
and of other terrible Effects of the Wrath of Heaven in 
the Low Countries. One Diſaſter follows cloſe on the 
Back of another; yet the »dels are inſenſible and 
ſtupid, as they were in the Days of ' Noah, when the 
Flood came and ſurprized all the Inhabitants of the 
Country. ILhat Prophet gave em warning of the ap- 
proaching Danger. He was three whole Years in cut- 
ting down Indian Plant - Trees, and preparing Planks,- 
Beams, Pins, and other. Neceſſaries, and ſeven Vears 
more in Building, that wonderful Ship. The Jnfidels* 
went by daily, and ſaw him at Work 3+ but they de- 
rided the patient Ape, and taught their Children to 
mock him ſaying, Mbere is the Water this Ship is lo 
Jail in? After the Ark was finiſh'd, it lay on the 
Ground ſeven Moons, till they had thrice ſacrificed ſome 
of Neah's Followers to their Idols. 

It was perfected in. the Moon of Neeb, and i in the 
Moon of Sapbar was the Decree of the Chaſtiſement 
ſignd, which was to be executed on all of mortal 
Race, ſave Wa and the Fourſcore that were with 
him, with the two Pairs of every Species, which the- 
Four Winds,” by God's Appointment, collefted toge- 
ther; and drove into the 44, and the Body of Adam, 
which was .enſhrin'd and bronght to Noah by An- 

gels out of the Region of Mecca. There was alſo 
Philemon the Good Prieſt of Egypt, with his whole 
r | 
Juſt as - the determin't Day and Hdur of the Flood 
was come, the Prince of the Country; ſtimulated by 
his evil Deſtiny, mounted his Horſe with ſome of his 
Retinue; and having ſacrificed to their Idols, rode to- 
ward the Place where Noah and his Company were ſhut 
up in the 4-4, with a Deſign to burn it to Aſhes. Hs 
* 1 to the _—_— with Scoffs, _ 0 
| L-4. 
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Noah, abbere is the Water in which this Ship is to 
fail? Tt avill be with you incontinently, replied the Holy 
Man, before you can remove your Station, Come dowvun, 
thou Dotard, ſaid the proud Infidel, otherwviſe 7 will 
burn thee and thy Companions with Fire. G. miſerable 
Man, ſaid Noah, turn to Gop, for his Fudgments are 

ready to burſ} forth on you, 
The Prince incenſed at this, commanded. his Slaves 
to put Fire to the 4-4. But while he was yet ſpeaking, 
he manifeſtly ſaw the Water guſhing out on all Hands 
round about him, and under his Feet. Then his 
Heart was troubled, and full of Anguiſh and Fear. He 
haſted' to ſecure himſelf with his Family and Goods, in 
the Caſtles which he had built on the higheſt Moun- 
tains.” But alas! the Earth open'd, and broke like a 
Spider's Web; ſo violent was the Force of the Waters 
which boiled up every where. The Clouds pour'd 
down vaſt Cataracts of Rain, mix'd with dreadful and 
inſupportable Thunder and Lightning. The miſerable 
1nfdels throng'd upon one another, ourſing and blaſphem- 
ing their Gods who. had deluded em. Great was the 
Confuſion and Cry every where; for ſuch a Calamity 
had never been known ſince the Moon gave her Light. 
If any were ſo nimble as to reach the Foot of a Moun- 
tain, yet he could not aſcend by reaſon of Stones which 
fell on his Head, and Torrents of boiling Water that 
ran down upon him, as if it had come out of a Cauldron. 
And ſuppoſe he had reach'd the Top, it had been but a 
ſhort Delay of his Fate; for, in a word, the Waters 
ſwell'd forty Cubits above the bn Aboantams, and 
all the living Generations periſh'd. 

Son of my Mother, when thou readeſt ch Memoir 

flor it is a Fragment of an antient Arabic Writing) 

think on the Day of Judgment, which ſhall ſurprize 
the World, even as the Deluge-did. At that Hour, 

the greateſt Part of Men will not dream of any ſuch 
Thing, till they fee Flames and Rivers of Fire burſting 
forth from the Springs and Fountains which before 
dh Water and Showers of Fire deſcending from 


Heaven, 
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Heaven, inſtead of Rain, For the Elements will 
change their Courſes, to 'accotmpliſh the Dzerees of 


him who made them, and to conſummate the Revenge 
of the Omnipotent againſt Unbelirwers. | 


| Paris, 24 of the 11th Moon, 
| 51 the Tear 1666. 


— 
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L E T T E R XV. 
75 Uſeph, Baſſa. 


UR E L V. the Gods of the Engl; are angry” 

With that People, and the Guardian Spirits of the 
The have forſook their Charge. I ſent a Diſpatch 
at the Beginning of this Year to Murat, Boſſa; 
wherein I inform'd him of a deſtructive Plague, raging. . 
at London, and in other Parts of the Nation. That 
ä Py zlence continues till, but under different Forms, to 
ault the Laying, and augment the N umber of the - 


"Gp oD > l knows, the Ori gin of thele A 
den ; whether they derive their Pedigree from 
Heaven or Hell; from the Earth, or any other Ele. 
ment, Perhaps, ſome latent Poifons in the Air, mix 
with the Breath of Mortals, and, by their fubtile - 
Energy, ſoon diſſipate the vital Flame of human Bo- 
dies, like the infectious Blaſts of the Wind EL Samit / 
in Arabia, which in a Moment's Time commits a 
Rape upon the Lives of Travellers, ſcorching their. 
Spirits up, and leaving on the Sands a black ſtiff 
Carcaſs of jelly d Fleſh, as tho' they had been Thun- 
der-ſtruck. Or, perhaps ſome venomous Exhalations 
from the Minerals below, tranſpire through Chins 
and Crannies in the Earth, to plunder Mortals of their 
. like to che fatal Vapours in the Cave of Death, 

LS nor 
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not far from Virgil's Grot in tay. Or, who can 
tell, but that ſome hidden Meteors above, or ſome 
malignant Stars may ſend. down whole Battalions- of 
empoiſon'd Atoms, to invade this Region of Mortality, 
and in Death's Name, King of the World Invincible, 
to claim and carry away a certain Number of 
Ghoſts, prick'd down by Deſtiny, a Tribute et by 
Fate? However it be, that whole and may well 
be call'd, at this time, the Grand Iafirmam of Eu- 
rope, where baneful Sickneſs makes its publick Refi- 
dence. The timorous Giafers run from Place to Place, 
thinking to eſcape from Heaven's all-ſearching Pur/ut- 
wants. They flee from popular Tows to Villages, and 
from. theſe again to unfrequented Deſarts, Woods, 
and Heaths, cayrying their Wives and Children. with 
m, and all the Subſtance of their Houſes. The 
Roads are cover'd with the Caravans of doubtful. 
Paſſengers, who dread to think of going back to 
the contagious Seats they left behind, yet know 
not where to be receiv'd anew. So general is the 
Confternation, ſo ſtrong the Fear of thoſe who yet 
farvive, leſt they ſhould alſo catch the Infection and 
die. 

Beſides, this, they have felt the Strokes of another 
furprizing Calamity : London, the Capital City of 
England, being newly conſum'd by Fire. It is not 
certain, whether Pen or Chance firſt kindled the de- 
vouring Element. But it fell out at. an unlucky 
Seaſon, when the Wind was high, and from its 
Eaſtern Quarters blew the Flames full Weſt, which 
fpreading: North and South, demoliſh'd. all before 
them, laying the greateſt. Part of that rich- and- ta- 1 
mous City in Aſhes. | 

Some aſcribe this to a Plot of the French; others 
term it, a Judgment of God, for their Rebellion, Pride, 
and other crying Sins. Whilſt with equal Probability, a 
third Sort affirm; *T'was contriv'd and put in Executi- 
on by a Cabal of Carpenters and Maſans; who, want- 
ing * and projeRting the Method .of en- 


riching 
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riching themſelves, diſdaining alſo the inartificial and 
obſolete Form of Buildings, reſolv'd to put this City into 
a new Figure, and raiſe it according to the Models of 
foreign Architecture. Every one gueſſes as his Affecti- 
ons incline him, or his Conjectures follow the Byuſs of 
his Intereſt. Men are always partial to themſelves and 
the Cauſe they have eſpous d. God only knows the 

Truth. 

The Superſtitious among che Roman Cathilicks take 
occaſion from the Timing of this horrible . Conflagrati- 
on, to inſult o'er the Exgliſs Proteſtants: who from 
fome obſcure Paſſages in the Book of their Goſpel, uſed to 
foretel, in a Propherick Manner, That the final Ruin 

and Cataſtrophe of Rome would happen in this Year 
1666: Whereas, by fatal Experience, more ſure than 
vain Predictions, they find the Metropolis of - their own 
Nation reduc'd to Aſhes. 
| Whoever are the Inſtruments in theſe Tragedies, tis 
certain the Deſigns of Fate are ſtill perform'd. Every 
Kingdom, State, and Community, has its critical Periods 


and Climacters, wherein it ſuffers Detriment, “ 
„ * * . d „ * #* % * * * * * * #* * * * * 
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the Italian Preface mentions, and ſays, 
to the Loſs of ſome Part of the Arabick - 
Letter ſuppos'd to be torn off by Chance, or on ſoms- 
other er | 


7 

5 

L Paris, 2d of the 11th Moon, 
: H the Tear 1666. 
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To Cara Haly, Phyſician to the Grand 
Ea „5 — 8 


* 


Am melancholy, beyond the Deſeription of Pain- 

ters, Poets, or the lively Eloquence of Cicero. Me- 
thinks, I'm ſome exotick Being; a perfect Foreigner 
on Earth; a Stranger to its Laws and Maxims. I ap- 
pear to other Mortals like a Giafer or Frank in his We- 
ſtern Dreſs at Morocco, Babylon, or Conſtantinople. I mean 
not for my outward Habit, (for in that I'm conform- 
able enough to the Mode of the Region where I reſide) 
but Pm all unfaſhionable within; ridiculous in my Sen- 
timents and Converſation. When others laugh, I figh, _ 
and find a Reaſon to be ſad, in the midſt of merry 
Company. Even Wine it ſelf, that exhilerates all the 
World beſide, does but increaſe my melancholy, by ad- 
dingStrength unto my labouring Thoughts. It ſublimates 
my Spirits up to. ſacred Phrenſies. I am all Lunarick 
ſuch a Time. Each Glaſs creates new Dreams more 
wild than the ſtrange Flights and Raptures of a Santone. 
My heated Spleen, like Mount Gibel belches forth hor- 
rid Clouds of Smoak and. Vapours, which lay long. 
fmothering in its ſpongy Caverns ; theſe quickly ſpread: 
and cover all the Horizon of my Soul, rend'ring it 
dark and gloomy, as the Cymmerian Solitudes, or the 
more diſmal Valleys bordering on the River Syx, where 
furly Charon waits to ferry o'er the Caravans of 
trembling Ghe/?s, and lands 'em in Efum. 

Oh! that thoſe Fables of the ancient Poers were but 
true! or that I knew but ſomething certain of our fu- 

ture State whether the Soul ſurvives or no, when 
Death has ſtopt the Circulation of our Blood? And 
what becomes of that Inmortal Subſtance, after its 
parting from the Body? Whether it paſs by Tranimigra- 
tion into the Exbryo of ſome other Animal, as Pytha- 


goras 


'f 
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goras taught; or be united, ſwallowed up, and; loſt in 


the Univerſal Soul of the World, as Plato did believe? 
Or, if ſome other Magnet does attract its Preſence 5. 
and hidden Sympathies of Nature teach it to form it 


ſelf a Vehicle or Body of the Elements? Perhaps, ſome 


Souls unite with Air, whilſt others mix with Water, 
Earth, or purer Skies. This for its horrid Sins in 
mortal State, may be by the Eternal Nemeſis ſunk- 
down into the fatal Caverns of Mount tua, Strom- 
Bolo, or Veſuvius; there to incorporate with burning 
Rivers and Lakes of Sulphur and other Minerals, to 


hear perpetually the frightful Crackling, Rumbling, 


and loud Thunders of thoſe infernai Vaults; to be, 
without Inter miſſion, annoy'd with the eternal Stench 


of melted Mines, whoſe poignant Vapours equally kill 


it and revive it every Moment, that it may be confin'd 


to an endleſs Circle of Miſeries: To feel the excruciat-' 


ing Torments which no Tongue can utter; whilſt the 


| inceffant rapid Motion of thoſe exalted and moſt violent 


Fires, with which it is embodyed by Decree of Fate, 
rob it of the very Poſſibility of the leaſt eaſy Thought, 


x 


finite Tortures. 9 8 | 
Think not, my dear Phy/cian, that it is impoſſible a: 


or quiet Minute; and at the ſame time rack it with in- 


_ ſeparate Spirit can thus be ſenſible of Pains. There's- 


no ſuch Thing as a ſeparate Spirit, fave Gon who 
made all Bodies, and therefore was before them. The 
Angels themſelves are partly corporeal; ſo are the De- 
vils. Do not believe then, that mortal Man, who is- 
in a middle State between theſe two, ſhall by dying, 


gain a Privilege above the moſt illuſtrious Spirits in Hea- 


wen. As ſoon as Death has diſlog'd us from one Bogy, 


Mature, Providence, or Fate provides us another, ac- 


cording to our Qualities, Inclinations, and Merits. We 
may as well by Metemp/jchofis, become the Spirit or 
Soul of a flaming Sulphur-Mine, or at leaſt of ſome 
Part of it, as of a Horſe, an Eagle, or a Dove: For 
fach, for ought we know, may be the Diſpoſition of 
Divine Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Omnipotence. ; 


By 


A 
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Buy the very fame Reaſon another Sou may be tranſ⸗ 
ported to the open happy Skies, where it may either 


range in-boundlefs, free, and ſerene Tracts of Bliſs, or. 
be enfranchis'd in the Corporations of the Stays, to. 


dwell in Palaces of Azure, Topazes, and Diamonds; 
to poſſeſs Provinces more rich than in Peru or Guiney,. 
where the Ruſticks plow up Gold, more beautiful and 


pleaſant than the famous Fields of Theſſaly. Gop:- 


knows what will become of us after our Diſſolution : * 


But the Ignorance of this one Truth occaſions all my 


Melancholy. | 

Death'is not formidable of it lf, nor all the dolo- 
rous Circumſtances that precede it : *Tis only what. 
comes after, raiſes all my Terror. Were I to melt away 
in lingring Agues and Conſumptions; or to be ſooner: 
poſted off in high-wrought Fevers, Pleuriſies, or Peſti- 
lence: Or if it were my Fate to die by Piſtol, Sword, 
or Poiſon, or any other Kind of ſſow or ſudden Death, ; 
allotted me from Chance or Nature, Providence or. 
Rate : Should Heaven conſume me in a Trice by Light- 
ning; or this Globe with equal Swiftneſs, bury me in 
ſome ſurprizing Earthquake : *Twould be all one to 
Mahmut, Were it not for the After-claps, to which I 
amr a Stranger. I tremble at the hidden and unſearch- 
able Force of Nature: I dread the irreverſible - un- 
known Decrees of Fate, the Secret Methods of E ternal | 
Deſtiny, the Laws and Order of the other World, in 
billetting the Troops of human Sole, that 80 to winter 
there, after this Life's Campaign is finiſhed. ES 

Once in a cold and froſty Evening, as I was travel- 
ling o'er a bleak wide Plain, and felt the penetrating. 
Blaſts of North-Eaſt-winds, with chilling Sleet, which 
fell upon me from the Clouds; my Spirits alſo tir'd, 


with tedious Jqurneys; and my anxious Thoughts being, 


wholly taken up about a Reſting- Place that Night, and. 
how to avoid the Aſſaults of Robbers; with a thouſand. 
other Perils, threatning à Stranger on the Road; at. 
length I chanced to think of the untry'd and remote 
Voyage I muſt one Day make to another World. It 
child my ä to imagine the diſconſolate naked 

Cir- 
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Circumſtances of a Separate Soul, which, for ought I 
knew, might be bewilder'd, loſt, and forc'd*to wander 
up and down through untrack'd Waſtes of miſty fro- 
zen Air, where the inhoſpitable Element affords no 
Guides, nor Caravanſera”s s to comfortleſs, poor, ſtrag- 
gling GB; unleſs they would accept a Lodging in 
ſome Cloud, the Ciſtern and Chariot of Rain, Hail, 
or Snow; there to incorporate with the unwelcome 
Meteors, and be whirl'd round the G/obe, or elſe preci- 
pitated down to Earth again in Showers; from thence 
perhaps to be exhaled by the Sun, and mix'd with Eh. 
Eryo's of Lightning, Fiery Dragons, Ignes Fatui, or 
other Bodies hourly flaming in the Welkin, and thus to 
circulate in endleſs Trauſmigrations. Who knows the 
Circumſtances of departed Souls, or Laws of a Sepa- 
rate State? Let him declare what Uſage we ſhall find 
in that inviſible and dark Receſs from Life: He fhall 
be then eſteem'd more than Apollo, by the penſive 
Mabmut. Not the old Delþhick Oracle could receive 
greater Reverence from the inquiſitive World; nor 
Mecca now from devout Muſſulman Pilgrims; or Me- 
dina Jalnabi, where the Prophet reſts in Peace, than 
ſuch an one ſhould have from me, who could with un- 
feigned Truth diſcover how we ſhall be diſpos'd of when 
we die. But I am cloy'd and nauſeated with dull * 
mances of the Prieſts and Derwiches. 

My Friend, let thou and J learn to improve the — 
of preſent Life, and not by damn'd Miſtakes, deprive 
our ſelves of double Happineſs. But let us ſo comport 
our ſelves, that our Tranſinigration may be but from the 


Pleaſures of Earib to thoſe of Heavens, from | one Pa- 
radije to another. 


Paris, 6th of the 17 8 
4/7 06-068 Thar: 66... 
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4. E T ®; E R xvi, 
T2 ace Haſfan, Baſſa 


HE Bleſſings of God and his Prophet 4 
thy Heart, as thou haſt exhilerated mine by 
thy laſt Letter, wherein thou encourageſt me with the 
Hopes of being remov'd from this diſagreeable Poſt, 
to one more Delightful and Happy, even to a ſweet 
Country Retirement, either in Arabia, or any other 
Part of the Grand Signior's Dominions, which is the = 
very Mark of all my Wiſhes. + | FE 
I have a natural Averſion for great and populo 
Cities. They ſeem to be ſo many magnificent Sepul- 
chres of the Living, where Men are ſhut p, impriſon d. 
and buried from all Commerce with the Elements; 
or they are like "Hoſpitals and Pef- — where 
People crowd, inſect, and ſtink one another to Death 
With a thouſand Pollutions. They hive together like 
Bees, and build their Apartments in Darkneſs. Like 
Neſts of Piſnires, they trudge up and down all the 
Summer of their Vouth, to heap up Treaſures; that 
they may ſpend the Winter of their Old Age in _ 
ſome Baſe, and benumm'd Stupidity ; not daring? to 
venture ont of the Purlieu of their naſty, ſmoaky: Ha. 
bitations, and Jet they fe —__ to be ms with their | 
own Breath. | „ „ SHI8CHS” 
Tis with Pleaſure I contempl his e Fier ef che . 
Fant Earth, before it was deforn'e by the unneceſſary - > 
Arts of the Carpenter, Smith,” and ' Major: When 
Men had no other Houſes, fave What they made them 
ſelves, every one for his Family, of the Branches and 
Boughs of Trees, interwoven with Offers, Reeds and 
Ivy; and cover'd thick with Leaves and Graſs to ſhel- 
ter them from Wind, Hail, Rain, and other Injuries of 
Weather. Or perhaps ſome had found out a Den or 
Cave in the Earth, or the Hollow of a Rock, for a 
Sanctuary in ſuch Caſes, where they repos'd in perfect 
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Tranquility, without Fear of Snares or Violence, with- 
out Apprehenſion of Robbers, or any tragical Surprize. 


They went out and in, ſlept and wak'd, labour'd and 


reſted in Safety and Quiet. Avarice, Envy, and In- 
juſtice had not as yet corrupted the Minds of Mortals. 
The Earth brought forth Corn, Herbage, and Fruits, 
without the Huſbandman's or Gardener's Labour: All 
Places abounded with Plenty of innocent Refreſhments, 


and thoſe primitive Inhabitants coveted no more. The 


Cattle and Bees afforded them Milk and Honey, and 
the Fountain-Waters were generous as Wine. This 
Globe was a compleat Paradiſe, and no miſtaken Zeal 
had taught Men. religiouſly to invade one another's 
Rights, and in a pious Fury to murder their Neighbours, 
in hopes of meriting Heaven hereafter. There was no 
ſuch Thing as Bigotry-or Superſtition to be found among 
any of Human Race. The Law of Nature was in 
univerſal Force: Every Man purſu'd the Dictates of 


Reaſon, without hearkning after Religious Sophiſtry, Sa- 


cred Fables. 


* 


But when once the Lucre of Gold had corrupted Mens 


Manners, and they, not contented with the Riches and 
Sweets which they daily cropt from the Surface of the 
Earth, had found a Way to deſcend into her Bowels,' 
ſtung with an inſatiable Deſire of hidden Treaſures; 
then began Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, and Cruelty, to take 
place. Men made Encloſures to themſelves, and en- 
compaſs' d a certain Portion of Land with Hedges, 


Ditches, and Pales, to fence them from the Invaſions 


of others; for the Guilt of their own vicious Inclina- 


tions fill'd them with Fears, and made them jealous of 


one another. They built themſelves ſtrong Holgs, 
Fortreſſes, Caſtles, and Cities: And their Terrors in- 
creating with their Criminal Poſſeſſions, they perſuaded 
themſelves, that the very Elements would prove their 
Enemies, if not pacified by Bribes and Preſents. Hence 
ſprung the firſt Invention of Altars and Sacrifices, and 
from-theſe vain panick Fears of Mortals,the Gods deriv d 
their Pedigree. For one built a Temple to the Sun, 
another to the Moor, a third to Jupiter, Mars, or 2 
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reſt of the Planeta. Some ador'd the Fire, others the 
Water or Wind. Every one ſet up to himſelf ſuch a 
God as he fancied would be propitious to him. Thus 
Error being equally propagated with Human Nature, 
they created an infinite Rabble of imaginary Deities. 

paying to thoſe Idols, the ſupreme and incommunicable 
Honours, due only to the Zrernal Ehence, Father me 
Source of all Things: 

Beſides, they red in intolerable pride and 3 
in conſtant Wars and Strife, in Darkneſs, Ignorance, 
and Confuſion. - I ſpeak of ſuch as dwelt in Cities, and; 
were incorporated together by one common Intereſt / 
For ſtill there remain'd ſome who obey'd the Original 
: Laws of oh; nal the wen he of Frimis us Ha- 
Wapry. add 34 $$ 4 

hes a in * or at; ole Mebisz | 
ons, as our Countrymen the Arabs do at this Day withs 
the Tartars their Brethren. They. ſcorn'd- to faſten 
themſelves to the Earth, by poſſeſſing any Part of it in 
Propriety: Every Field and Wood, Hill and Water 
River and Well, were with them in ene They 
ſtraggled whither they pleaſed. u n al. 
This is the Life ſo emulated by. _— or inſtead of 
that, at leaſt a Retirement from Cities, that I may 
breathe out my laſt Hours in a free Air, remote from 
the ſtifling Company and Contagion of Mortals. I 
long to range at Liberty through unfrequented Paths of 
Deſart Ground, o'er wild,.. unpolifh'd Heaths; from 
thence inſenfihiy to fall imo ſome venerable Solitude, 
where the dry, moſſy Barks of Trees, in ſilent Charac- 
ters proclaim the Antiquity of the Place; and gentle 
Whiſpers of the Wind inſtruct the Methods of Platonich 
Love; inſpire ſtrange Paſſions, which we never felt 
before, and teach us to converſe with Satyrs, Nymobe, 
and other harmleſs Tenants of the Shades. How great 
is the Pleaſure to be thus ſurpriz'd with-ſome harmon# 
ous, warbling Stream, or ſilent, ſoft, deep, Chryſtal 
River ? To ſpeak Incognito with Nad, Hamadryads, 

and. the ch Eecho's.3-to lie difſaly'd- grins FED 


* 
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innocent Enjoyments on the Banks, to talk with Na- 
ture, with Immortal Subſtances, and with Eier a it 
; ſelt ? Oh Cod! is not this raviſning. 
is difficult to ſay, whether it would be pleaſant or 
painful to return from theſe ineffable Parades of the Soul, 
to our domeſtick Felicities, tho' even in a rural Li; 
which I acknowledge to be the happieſt on Earth. Yet 5 
there to trace the Herds and Flock, to walk amidſt the 
high-grown Corn, and Graſs, to pluck the bearded 
Ears of Barley, to let our Eyes rowl o'er the various 
Figures, of the Wind-blown Wheat and Millet, our 
Nofes to ſuck the fragrant Airs of Marjoram, Thyme, 
Oranges, and Lemons, with mnumerable Spices; our 
Ears to hear. the inimitable Melody of Birds, and every 
Senſe to be tranſported, ſnateh'd away, and loſt in ſa- 
cred Extaſies; muſt needs be rank'd en the en 
Kinds of earthly Pleaſures. 
But to deſcend from thoſe Enjoy ments, to the meaneſd 
and moſt common Diverſions of a Country-Life ; me- 
thinks there's ſomething peculiarly charming in the, 
very ellenge Situation of the Houſes ; whether it be on 
the Brow of a Hill, or the Bottom of a Valley; an the, 
Midſt of a Wood, or the Opening of a Heath; on the- 
Side of a Road; or in ſome obſcure Corner. of. the 
Country. Tis agreeable, when waking in the Morn- 
ing, to hear the Bleating of Sheep, Lowing of Oxen, 
Screaming, - Quacking, and Crowing, of Geeſe, Ducks, 
Cocks, and other Home-bred: Animals; to hear the 
louder Winds, threatning to tear up Trees by the Roots, 
demoliſh Houſes, and remove the Globe it ſelf, if poſ- 
fible, from off its Baſis. This would be better Muſick. 
to me for a Change, than a Conſort of Dulcimers, 
Theorbo) s, Timbreli and Viols. Human Nature delights 
in Variety, and there is a certain audacious Curioſity in 
the Soul, which loves to venture on Extremes. The 
Rain, the Dirt, the Stink of Hogs, Camels, Drome- 
daries, and other neceſſary rural Beaſts, would pleaſe 
me better than the conſtant tedious Eaſe, and fulſome 
8 Sweets 1 Court or City. I ſweat * thus ſhut oP 
with» 
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within theſe Walls: It cloys me to be daily walking in 
a Circle; to trample always over the ſame Ground, in 


a vaſt Labyrinth of Houſes, where my Senſes meet no 
new refreſhing Objects, but my Ears are hourly nau- 


ſeated, vex'd, and tir'd with the rattling Din of Coaches, 
Carts, Artificers, and the 'harſh Voices of ſuch as fell 
Fleſh, Fiſh, and other Things about the Streets. My 


Eyes can find no grateful Proſpects, but daſh'd wick 


ſurly rugged Looks of proud and wealthy Iafdels; or 
with the ſly ſatyrick Smiles of well-ſhap'd People, 
who contemn me for my bandy Legs, and crooked 


Back, 


In a word, my dear Baſſe, 1 long to feel the gentle 


Breezes of the Faff, purifying my Soul, and clearing. 


it from ſo many Pollutions. I languiſn for the Sight 
of Turbants and Creſcents, for the devout Call of the 


| Muezins on the lofty Minarets: I die inContemplation of 


the ſacred Faſis and Feaſts, the nocturnal Joys of Rame- 


ran, the Revels and chearful Illuminations of Beira u, 


and the Imperial Dunalma's. When I think of theſe 
things, my Soul burſts forth in fervent Invocations, and 
every Faculty cries, Alla, Alla. $a ee aan 
May that Divine and Immortal One hear my Prayers, 
and grant me the Happineſs to ſee the Face of noble 
Kerker Haſjan, in an Horizon pure and free from the 
Defilement of In dels. 2 — wa 


Paris, 1475 of the 24 Moon; 
De Tear O67. © 


LET. 
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I. ET T ER XVIII. 


20 Tout, his Kinſman, a Merchant at 
Aſtracan. 1 5 


I Sent a Diſpatch to thee in the Year 1664, wherein, 


among other things, I recommended our Couſin 
volymen. to thy Friendſhip and Patronage, if ever he 
ſhould travel to 4fracan, as I advis'd him. For thca., 
| Knoweſt he has a roaming Genius, without the Wit to 
improve himſelf. in any Foreign Country, unleſs he has 
a Friend to guide and take care of him: And then 


"twill be a difficult Taſk to make him ſenſible where 
he is. He'll always think he is within the Verge of 
he Grand Signior's Hunt, where he may domineer at 
large, under the Notion of a Retainer to the Sultan. 
Hes a ſtrange humour'd Fellow. I ku] not what to 
make of him. He's as changeable as Proteus, or a 
Camelion + Sometimes, religiouſly Dull and Phlegma- 
tick, like a Hadgi; at another Seaſon you ſhall feel 


his Pulſe beating to the Tune of; youthful. Pride, Am- 


bition, Luſt, and other Vices. Io Day he'd be a 
Der wvicbe, Santone, or any thing that bears the Form 
of Holineſs : But when he's ſlept upan't, the vain young 


Convert would return again to the World, and be a 


Soldier, Courtier, Profeſſor of the Law, or any thing 
that makes a Figure in the Eyes of Men. 80 unwel- 


come are the rigid Paths of Virtue to a Soul not well 


eſtabliſned in its Principles. | | : 
And yet our Couſin Solyman, as I am told, is the 


 Mufſulman of the Muſſulmans, as to his Exterior. With 


Hand devoutly laid to Breaſt, and humbleſt Couch o 


th' Head, he gives the dalem to his Friends and Neigh- 


bours : Soft, as the Signs of Mutes in the Seraglio: 


Humble as the Grecian Chapman, walking through the 


Streets, is forc'd to imitate, when he is hector'd by the 
rampant 7anizaries. ? | 


| But 
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But, oh my Couſin Jou, tis Grief to ſay, that So- 
Iman, Partaker of our B/ood, is Baſe, Ungrateful, and 
Perfidious: That he ſhould be thus Unnatural, ſtudying 
the utmoſt Period of our Life; inſtead of honeſt, aſt, 
and noble Preſents, to prolong it. \ 

J had Reaſon, long ago, to compare him to Pontius 
Pilate; and if I had gone on, and ſcum'd off all the 
molt enormous Crimes of Human Race, twould be too 
little to expreſs his Enmity againſt Mahmut, the kindeſt 
Uncle, and the trueſt Friend, that e'er poor Sohman 

cou's boaſt of. | 

"ol he is degenerate, -and that's foo little, without the 
mournful Sighs of thee and me, to increaſe the Aggra - 
vation of his Crime. 

In fine, he's our Kinſman, and let us ſhew Mercy. 
He has been perfidious to me, and Hwou'd retrench the 
Words I have ſpoken in his Diſgrace. If he comes to 
Aſtracan, do as thou pleaſeſt: But have an Eye over 
thine own Affairs. Take not Sohyman for an Angel: 
He is ſtill but a Turbant- maker; a frolickſome Blade; 
and a Merchant that makes a very ſmall Figure. 

Couſin Huf, forget not the Maæims thou haſt learn d 
in thy Travels; Be true to thy Friends, and thy ſelf. 
Honour the Memory of thy deceaſed Parents. Love 
all Men that are good. And be not remiſs in praying 


for the Soul of thy deceaſed Uncle, whenever God ſhall 
call for it. 


Paris; 263 of the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1667. 


The End of the Sixth Volume. 


